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St. Nicholas Orthodox Church
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Served by: Fr. Matthew-Peter Butrie - Rector, mobile: 810-247-4265 & Protodeacon Kerry Luke Gonser
Website: www.saintnicholasburton.org Church: 810-744-0070 e-mail: stnicholasburtonmi@gmail.com

Welcome! We are honored that you have joined us in our celebration of the Lord’s resurrection this day.

If you are a first-time visitor to our parish, we invite you to sign our guest book in the narthex. If you
have a question, a prayer request, or any need, please speak with Fr. Matthew, Deacon Luke, or with one of
the ushers.

Holy Communion —for Orthodox Christians (those received into the Orthodox Church through
baptism or chrismation), please note that there are specific disciplines regarding receiving Communion —
fasting from midnight (unless you need to take medication) and recent Confession. If you are an Orthodox
Christian from another parish who has prepared in accordance with your discipline, and have a blessing
from your home priest to do so, we invite and encourage you to partake of Holy Communion

For our visitors who are not Orthodox Christian: we welcome you to this celebration of the Divine
Liturgy. Unfortunately we cannot extend to you a general invitation to receive Holy Communion. The
Eucharist is an action of the celebrating community signifying a oneness in faith, life, and worship of our
community. Reception of the Eucharist by Christians not fully united with us would imply a oneness which
does not yet exist, but for which we must all pray. All, however, are welcome to partake of the blessed bread
(antidoron) which will be given when coming forward to receive the final blessing from the priest at the
conclusion of the Liturgy. Again, welcome!

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2025 15th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 6. Leavetaking of the
Elevation of the Cross. Sunday after Elevation. Apostle Quadratus of the Seventy (ca. 130). Uncovering of
the Relics of St. Dimitry, Metropolitan of Rostov (1752). Ven. Daniel, Abbot of Shuzhgérsk (Novgorod —
16th c.). Ven. Joseph of Zaonikiev Monastery (Vologda—1612). Hieromartyr Hypatius, Bishop of
Ephesus, and his Presbyter, Andrew (ca. 730-735). St. Isaac (Isacius) and Meletius, Bishops of Cyprus.
Martyr Eusebius of Pheenicia. Martyr Priscus of Phrygia. Twenty-six Monastic Martyrs of Zographou
(Mt. Athos —1285). Ven. Cosmas the Bulgarian of Zographou (Mt. Athos —1323). Ss. John and George,
Confessors (Georgia, 20th c. — Sept. 8th O.S.).

FIRST ANTIPHON
God, my God, attend to me! // Why have You forsaken me? (Psalm 21:1a) Through the prayers of the
Theotokos, O Savior, save us!

Why are You so far from helping me, // from the words of my groaning? (Psalm 21:1b) Through the prayers
of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us!

O my God, I cry by day, but You do not answer; // and by night, but find no rest. (Psalm 21:2) Through the
prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us!

You dwell in the sanctuary, // the praise of Israel. (Psalm 21:3) Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O
Savior, save us!

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us!

SECOND ANTIPHON
O God, why do You cast us off forever? (Psalm 73:12) O Son of God, who arose from the dead, save us who
sing to You! Alleluia!

Remember Your congregation, // which You have gotten of old. (Psalm 73:2) O Son of God, who arose from
the dead, save us who sing to You! Alleluia!

Remember Mount Sion, // where You have dwelt. (Psalm 73:3b) O Son of God, who arose from the dead,
save us who sing to You! Alleluia!

God is our King before the ages; // He has worked salvation in the midst of the earth. (Psalm 73:13) O Son of
God, who arose from the dead, save us who sing to You! Alleluia!

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. Only-
begotten Son and immortal Word of God, Who for our salvation willed to be incarnate of the holy
Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, Who without change became man and were crucified, O Christ our God,
trampling down death by death, Who are one of the Holy Trinity, glorified with the Father and the Holy
Spirit: save us!
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THIRD ANTIPHON

The Lord reigned, let the peoples be enraged. (Psalm 98:1a) Tone 1 O Lord, save Your people, / and bless
Your inheritance! / Grant victories to the Orthodox Christians / over their adversaries; / and by virtue of
Your Cross, // preserve Your habitation!

The Lord reigned, let the peoples be enraged, the one who sits upon the cherubim, let the earth be
shaken. (Psalm 98:1) O Lord, save Your people...

The Lord — great in Sion, and is high over all the peoples. (Psalm 98:2) O Lord, save Your people...

Lift up the Lord our God, and worship at his holy mountain, for holy is the Lord our God. (Psalm 98:10) O
Lord, save Your people...

Deacon: Wisdom! Upright! Priest: Lift up the Lord our God and fall down before the footstool
of his feet, for he is holy. Son of God, who were crucified in the flesh, save us who sing to you: Alleluia!

TROPARIA

Tone 6 The Angelic Powers were at Your tomb; / the guards became as dead men. / Mary stood by Your
grave, / seeking Your most pure body. / You captured hell, not being tempted by it. / You came to the
Virgin, granting life. / O Lord, Who rose from the dead,/ /glory to You.

Tone 1 O Lord, save Your people, / and bless Your inheritance! / Grant victories to the Orthodox Christians
/ over their adversaries; / and by virtue of Your Cross, // preserve Your habitation!

Tone 4 In truth you were revealed to your flock as a rule of faith, a model of meekness, and teacher of
abstinence, so you won the heights by humility, and riches by poverty, O Holy Father Nicholas, intercede
with Christ God to save our souls.

KONTAKION

Tone 4 As You were voluntarily raised upon the cross for our sake, / grant mercy to those who are called by
Your Name, O Christ God; / make all Orthodox Christians glad by Your power, / granting them victories
over their adversaries, / by bestowing on them the Invincible trophy, Your weapon of Peace.

INSTEAD OF “HOLY GOD...”
Before Your Cross, we bow down in worship, O Master, and Your holy Resurrection, we glorify!

The prokeimenon in the seventh tone: Extol the Lord our God; / worship at His footstool for He is holy!
(Psalm 98:5) . The Lord reigned, let the peoples be enraged,.(Psalm 98:1a)

THE READING FROM THE EPISTLE OF PAUL TO THE GALATIANS (2:16-20) Brethren, we ourselves
who know that a man is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, even we have
believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ, and not by works of the law, because by
works of the law shall no one be justified. But if, in our endeavor to be justified in Christ, we ourselves were
found to be sinners, is Christ then an agent of sin? Certainly not! But if I build up again those things which
I tore down, then I prove myself a transgressor. For I through the law died to the law, that I might live to
God. I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me; and the life I
now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

Alleluia, Tone 1
v: Remember your assembly which you obtained from of old. (Psalm 73:2)

v: God is our king from before the ages, he worked salvation in the midst of the earth. (Psalm 73:13)

THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK (8:34-9:1) And Jesus called to Him the multitude with His
disciples, and said to them, “If any man would come after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross
and follow Me. For whoever would save his life will lose it; and whoever loses his life for My sake and the
gospel’s will save it. For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his life? For what can
a man give in return for his life? For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful
generation, of him the Son of Man also will be ashamed when He comes in the glory of His Father with the
holy angels.” And He said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you that there are some standing here who will not
taste death till they see the kingdom of God present with power.”

(Instead of “It is truly meet to bless you, O Theotokos...,” we sing:) Magnify, O my soul, the most precious
Cross of the Lord! You are a mystical Paradise, O Theotokos, who, though untilled, have brought forth
Christ; through Him the life-bearing wood of the Cross was planted on earth. Now at its Exaltation, as we
bow in worship before it, we magnify you.

COMMUNION HYMN
The light of Your countenance has been signed upon us, O Lord. (Psalm 4:7) Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

INSTEAD OF “WE HAVE SEEN THE TRUE LIGHT...”
Tone 1 O Lord, save Your people...
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CANDLE INTENTIONS FOR THE HEALTH AND BLESSINGS OF

Grayson, Luka, Bogdan, Leah, Milica, Rade, Jakov, Krista, Jason, Bret, Nedeljko,

Janja, Nedeljka, Malina, Ilija, Brian, Payton, Aubree, Trition, Joshua, Nikolina,

Shay, Kael Milica Beslach
Fr. Don, Fr. Paul, Fr. Anthony, Fr. Robert, Milica, Calvin, Joan, Peggy, Bob,

Angelo, Christine, Irene, Allen, Deborah, Luba, Les, Bosa, Jeanette, Ted,

Kathryn, David, all the parishioners of St. Nicholas, my family and friends Joe Tome
Special Intention Joe Tome

CANDLE INTENTIONS FOR THE BLESSED REPOSE OF
In memory of Dorothy Gintsis Linda Branoff

WELCOME to all our friends and visitors and those joining us via our YouTube channel: St Nicholas
Orthodox Church Burton. If at the time of the divine services you cannot access the livestream, please check
out St. Mary Magdalene Church, St George Church or Dormition Monastery.

Sept21 CANDLESTAND: Christine Panoff HOURS: Angelo Panoff READER: Staci Shank
Sept 28 CANDLESTAND: lan & Stephanie Price HOURS: Phil Wiles READER: Madison Green

COFEEE SOCIAL Please join us after Liturgy in the fellowship hall for coffee and donuts.

CHURCH SCHOOL begins today!! The lesson focus is on Creation for children and high school. Old
Testament is the focus and also giving thanks to God for blessings every day. Stephanie Price and Michelle
Gerzevske are teachers.

THE LIFE OF OUR FATHERS An Introduction to the Bible in the Orthodox Church by Father Silviu Bunta
is available for purchase! If you would like your own copy, the cost is $25 through our kiosk. “Scripture
has never been just a text. In the Orthodox Church, it is a way of life. In The Life of Our Fathers, Fr. Silviu
Bunta shows how Scripture functions in the Orthodox Church. Rather than giving a method to interpret
Scripture, he points to the way Apostolic Christianity has always engaged biblical revelation —by living the
ascetical and liturgical life of the Church. There is no distance between reader and text, and the Bible is not
an object of study and analysis but a reality that we participate in through the life of the Church in her
services and ascetical practices. As we put off the old man, and with it the crushing weight of our fallen
egos, the words of Scripture become our own speech and we ourselves are transformed and made new.
Born from talks given to lay audiences, this book remains deeply accessible. It challenges common
assumptions about how to approach Scripture, showing us a far deeper and richer path of participation.
This is not a call to interpret better, but to live differently. For anyone seeking to understand how Scripture
functions in the Orthodox tradition, The Life of Our Fathers offers a rare and timely guide.” (write-up from St
Vladimir’s Seminary Press)

62rd ANNUAL DIOCESAN CONFERENCE will be hosted by our church on Friday, October 10 to
Saturday, October 11. Friday, Oct 10th from 6 pm to 8 pm will be a reception at the hotel Best Western Plus
Flint Airport Inn & Suites 6075 Hill 23 Dr, Flint, MI 48507. Saturday, Oct. 11th there will be 9:30 am greeting
of Archbishop Alexander & Pontifical Divine Liturgy with memorial service. There will be a 1:30 pm
business session and Vespers at 5 pm. All other information here. PLEASE SEE MATUSHKA LISA about
the assisting at our 62" annual diocesan conference October 10 & 11 which our parish is hosting!

FALL LUNCHEON will be September 28t after Liturgy. The donation for adults is $18 (children under 12
are free). There will be baked ham, with all the trimmings. See Lena Bakousidis for more information.

MEMORY ETERNAL

Joyce Gaskin fell asleep in the Lord on September 11. She is the great-grandmother of parishioner Madison
Kassiani Green. Christ God grant that your newly-fallen asleep servant Joyce rest in the light of your Face.
Memory eternal! Christ is risen!

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH will have their Middle Eastern Lunch & Bake Sale on Thursday,
October 2, 2025, from 11 am - 2 pm. The cost is $20 per meal, and you will be able to dine in, take out, or
delivery. Please see the posted flyer and the October Newsletter for details.

2025 CHADA BAKE FUND RAISER ASSYRIAN CLUB, CHURCH, AND CEMETERY is hosted by
Assyrian Church of The East on October 6t -7th. Orders are limited, the last date to order is September 24,
Call Pam Beebe to place an order at (810) 931-9202. There will be regular and sweet baked goods at $20 for
12 pieces. Orders not picked up by October 7th will be sold.
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DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE (Iris Chapter 242) will have their Fall Salad Luncheon Thursday, October 9,
2025, from 11:30 am - 1:30 pm at Assumption Greek Orthodox Church 2245 E. Baldwin Rd., Grand Blanc,
MI. 48439. The cost is $15 per plate. Please call (810) 771-4611 for more information.

FELLOWSHIP OF ST. MOSES THE BLACK ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2025 St. Nicholas Antiochian
Orthodox Church is hosting the Cross Bearers with the theme “Linking Ancient African Orthodoxy and
African American Christianity” on October 10-12th at the DoubleTree by Hilton Grand Rapids Airport, 4747
28t Street SE., Grand Rapids, MI 49512. For more information call (616) 916-0100. Registration here.

OFFICE HOURS are Monday, Wednesday & Friday from 9-3.

FATHER ROMAN BRAGA PROPOSED FOR CANONIZATION The 93¢ Congress of the Romanian
Orthodox Episcopate of America (Orthodox Church in America) convened on September 5, 2025 at Holy
Nativity Orthodox Parish in Chicago. At the final session Archbishop Nathaniel presented to the plenary
assembly a resolution to advance to the Holy Synod of Bishops of the Orthodox Church in America the
cause for the canonization of Father Archimandrite Roman Braga. Father Roman Braga, a confessor of the
faith who endured persecution and imprisonment under communist rule for his unwavering witness to
Christ, reposed in the Lord in April 2015 at the Dormition Orthodox Monastery, where he faithfully served
from its founding until his passing. (from the Facebook page of the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of
America https:/ /www.facebook.com/ROEofA /)

PAYPAL You can use PayPal for your financial stewardship! Give now with PayPal; this is a secure site.
(1.99% + $0.49 of your donation goes to PayPal as a fee). *Please consider clicking the donation box to
cover the fee we are charged. If you do not wish to donate online, you may write a check to St. Nicholas
Orthodox Church and send it to the parish address: 2143 S Center Rd, Burton, MI 48519

Givelify is also available for making online donations.

WEEKLY SCHEDULE:
Today, September 21 LEAVETAKING OF THE ELEVATION OF THE CROSS OF THE LORD
Church School - Creation Creation (high school)
12 pm catechumen/inquirer’s class

Monday, September 22  Father Matthew does Communion calls in the morning and then leaves for Archbishop
Alexander’s in the afternoon and returns Tuesday afternoon

Tuesday, September 22  10:30 am diocesan spiritual council meeting at Archbishop Alexander’s

Wednesday, September 24 Protomartyr Thekla
9:30 am Divine Liturgy
11:15 am adult education - continuing St Porphyios’s Wounded by Love

Thursdays are Father Matthew’s “day off” when he goes completely “offline” - not checking emails or texts. If there
is an emergency, please call him. Your email or text will be returned the next day.

Saturday, September 27
5 pm Vespers

Sunday, September 28

9:30 am Hours
10 am Divine Liturgy-live-streamed on YouTube

Church School - Adam & Eve Adam & Eve (high school)
12 pm catechumen/inquirer’s class

Offerings for the week September 14, 2025

Weekly Tithes & Offerings $ 3,614.00 75 persons in attendance on Sept 14
Estimated Average Weekly Expenses $ 4,380.00
$  766.00

Wisdom of the Saints “We are one even with those who are not close to the Church. They are distant on
account of ignorance. We must pray that God will enlighten them and change them so that they too may
come to Christ. We see things in a human light, we move on a different plane and imagine that we love
Christ. But Christ, who sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous, (Matthew 5:45) tells us: Love
your enemies. (Matthew 5:44) We need to pray that we may all be united, united in God. Then, if we live
out this prayer, we will achieve corresponding results; we will all be united in love.” St Porphyrios of
Kavsokalyvia, Wounded by Love, p 89
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