St. Nicholas Orthodox Church
Newsletter
Diocese of Toledo-Orthodox Church in America
2143 S. Center Road – Burton, Michigan 48519
Served by: Fr. Matthew-Peter Butrie – Protodeacon Kerry Luke Gonser
Email: stnicholasburtonmi@gmail.com Facebook: www.facebook.com/stnicholasburton
Website: www.saintnicholasburton.org Church Office: 810-744-0070
Services: Sunday - 9:30 a.m. Hours 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy
Wednesday- 9:30 am Divine Liturgy adult education 11:15 am
Saturday – 5 pm Vespers followed by Confessions
Holydays: Vespers & Liturgy as announced

“May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you.” St. Jude 1:1

SEPTEMBER 2022
SAINT NICHOLAS KAVASILAS
“Our members are wholly clothed with the Saviour Himself,
not like a garment which we wear or the skin with which we are
born, but much more, in that this clothing is far more closely
united to those who wear it than their very bones. One could
amputate our members without our consent, but as for Christ,
no one, human or demon, can separate Him from us. As Paul
says, ‘neither things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor
depth, nor any other creature’ (Romans 8:38, 39), however great
its power, can separate us from Him.”
The Life in Christ, Sixth Book, section 4 (pp 165-6)

“What then could be more sacred than this body to which Christ
adheres more closely than by any physical union?”
The Life in Christ, Sixth Book, section 5 (p 166)

“Christ is more akin to us not only than our blood relatives, but
even than our parents and our very own selves.”
The Life in Christ, Sixth Book, section 9 (p 174)
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FROM FATHER’S DESK Beloved, I’m not sure about other languages and cultures but in English in
America we like to use hyperbole – “I’m starving” when I’m not starving, what I am is hungry. “I love
pizza.” I don’t love pizza, I like pizza. “Love” gets used often. It’s more than a concept or abstraction or
exaggeration. This brings us to Saint Paul’s first letter to the Christians at Corinth (1 Corinthians 13:4-8,
13)
Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up;
does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice
in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things,
endures all things. Love never fails…And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the
greatest of these is love.
Here Saint Paul is speaking about love not as something in theory but how love is, what love does,
what it looks like in action. Remembering that Saint John in his first letter writes “God is love” (1 John
4:8, 16), His very being is Love, we can read Saint Paul this way, replacing the word “love” with “God” in
each instance:
God suffers long and God is kind; God does not envy; God does not parade Himself, God is
not puffed up; God does not behave rudely, God does not seek His own, God is not provoked,
God thinks no evil; God does not rejoice in iniquity, but God rejoices in the Truth; God bears
all things…God endures all things. God never fails.
God never fails. Saint Paul writes that of faith, hope, and love the greatest is love. Love because
in the age to come being in God’s presence what need is there of faith in things unseen? We see Him!
What need of there is hope when He our Hope is before our eyes? There is only Love, God who for those
who live His life of love, as Saint Paul wrote above, God is light, joy, and peace. For those who won’t
have Him but have to have Him anyway because He will be all in all, He, Love, will be as a burning
flame.
Beloved, let us pray that everyone experiences God as light, joy, and peace. Let us turn to Him
who is Love and live life as He is, as Christ has lived. Let us pursue Him who is Love. And know that in
our pursuing Him we will discover that He has been pursuing us. As Psalm 23 puts it “His goodness and
mercy hunts me down all the days of my life.” He doesn’t simply pursue as walking behind and
following us but as the Lion of Judah who is on the hunt and will not rest until it has its prey. He will
have us. And know that if our back is to Him, He never fails, He never ceases hunting us down. With
His hand He works to turn us to Himself. Instead of showing Him our back by chasing after other
things, let’s turn ‘round and see His Face so that catches us and so may we enjoy the life of Love – of
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
With love in Christ,
Fr. Matthew
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If you are unable to make your assigned
reading date, please find a replacement.
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Angelo
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Alexander
Kathy
Ruth
Angelo

If you are unable to make your assigned
reading date, please find a replacement.

CALLING ALL ALTAR SERVERS! Adult men and boys, your service is needed in the holy altar to assist
in the Divine Liturgy! If you would like to learn to serve, please see send an email
stnicholasburtonmi@gmail.com or call the office 810-744-0070. Training sessions will be set up for altar
servers to learn the importance of this ministry and the “how to” for serving.
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Candle Stand Attendant Schedule
September

October

November

4
11
18
25

2
9
16
23
30L
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13
20
27

Susie F.
Dennis G.
Ian & Stephanie
David G.

Dennis J.
Dave H.
Christine P.
Susie F.
Dennis G.

Ian & Stephanie
David G.
Dennis J.
Christine P.
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If you are unable to make your assigned date,
please find a replacement.
CANDLE PRICES for 3 & 7-day candles will increase by $1 effective September 1. 3-day will be $3 and
7-day will be $5.
CANDLE STAND VOLUNTEERS If you cannot be present on a Sunday, it is your responsibility to find
a replacement.
 Be at the candle stand by 9:15 am on Sunday.
 Handle the cash box.
 Hand out the bulletin and announcements before Liturgy
 Bring bulletins and announcements into the fellowship hall after Liturgy
 Keep track of what type of candles are needed at the candle stand through a checklist:
o 6 day clear glass
o 3 day clear plastic
o 3 day red plastic
o beeswax tapers (these are most used)
o white paraffin candles and cardboard drip catchers for Funeral/Parastas candles

(these
must be prepped in advance and put in the two baskets for these candles, Discard of the
old candles and drip catchers after a Funeral/Parastas)
 help set-up for Parastas (putting in place the wheat, wine, bread on the table next to the tetrapod)

WELCOME!
“AS MANY OF YOU AS HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST…” Beckham Andrew & Bennett
Ashton, sons of Brent and Carli (Nicoloff) Nieporte, were baptized Sunday, August 7.
CHRISMATION Barry Andrew Cavett & Philip Wiles were chrismated into the Church on Sunday,
August 21 at the shrine feast Liturgy.
RETURNING PARISHIONER We are glad to see Tiffany Todorow Oliver who has returned to the area.
God grant you many and blessed years!
MEMORY ETERNAL - CHRIST IS RISEN! ELAINE MOST fell asleep in the Lord on July 27. She is the
widow of subdeacon Lawrence Most who fell asleep in the Lord in 2008. Visitation and Parastas were on
Monday, August 1 at Swartz Funeral Home. You may read her obituary here. Christ God grant His
handmaiden Elaine rest in the light of His Face. Please remember Elaine and her family in your prayers.
Bog da prosti! Christ is risen!
ADULT EDUCATION CLASS resumes September 14.
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE will meet on Saturday, September 10 at 3 pm in the fellowship hall.
NORTH END SOUP KITCHEN Please come & minister to Christ with our brothers & sisters on
September 1st from 9 am-12:30 pm. “Feeding the hungry is a greater work than raising the dead.” St. John
Chrysostom.
PARISH COUNCIL The next parish council meeting is Monday September 12 at 6:30 pm.
PAN-ORTHODOX SERVICES
NATIVITY OF THE MOTHER OF GOD
Wednesday, September 7 at 5:30 pm – pan-Orthodox Vespers at St. Mary Magdalene Church
Thursday, September 8 at 10 am - pan-Orthodox Liturgy at St. Mary Magdalene Church
ELEVATION OF THE CROSS
Tuesday, September 13 at 6 pm – pan-Orthodox Vespers & Liturgy at our church
PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE Barry Andrew Cavett and Philip Wiles will be received into the Church by
chrismation at 10 am on Sunday, August 21, prior to the beginning of the outdoor Divine Liturgy.
Candles - With the increase in costs for candles, effective September 1, the donation for seven day
candles will be $5 and for three day candles will be $3, these represent an increase of $1 per candle.
Endowment fund has shown an increase since June. The fund is not back to where it was prior to the
market volatility.
Church school - August 28 will be the organizing meeting for church school.
Fundraising - In fundraising the parish picnic is August 21 and the rummage sale is September 9 and
10. Donations towards the cost of the lamb will offset the cost and increase the fundraising potential. If
you are able to donate towards the cost of a lamb or the whole cost of a lamb, please contact the office.
Two lambs have been donated so far and one person has made a donation towards the lamb. 72 dinner
tickets have been sold as of Tuesday, August 9. Saturday, August 20 the interior of the pavilion and
picnic tables will be cleaned for the picnic. Volunteers are welcome to help.
Rummage sale - we are not doing pick-up of larger items, please plan to drop off any larger items. We
may look to have a bingo in the fall or after the new year.
Church building and grounds - because of the expense of pulling wires for new thermostats, we can buy
a couple used air compressors to see us through the winter. The icon shrine in the courtyard will be
installed for the outdoor Liturgy on August 21. Need to buy materials for filling the cracks in the seams
in the parking lot.
Candle stand - a schedule of volunteers will be added to the monthly newsletter.
RUMMAGE SALE is September 9 & 10. We need your gently used donations as well as a lot of help to
setup, during the sale & cleanup! Lucy Hogg is chairing the event so you can talk with her if you have
questions or the signup sheet is in the fellowship hall. Fliers are also on the table so you can post them in
the community.
CHURCH SCHOOL Class begins Sunday, September 11. The New Year will begin with prayers during
the Liturgy for the teachers and students and a blessing after Communion for them as they go to class.
See you then!
LOST & FOUND a ring was found in the women’s restroom. It can be picked up in the church office.
4

ORTHODOX WOMEN in the Healing Ministries 29th Annual Retreat is September 30 & October 1, 2022.
V. Rev. Paul Jannakos will be speaking on "How to Pray". Fr. Paul received a degree in Music before
earning his M.Div. from St. Vladimir Seminary in 1983. He was ordained to the holy priesthood in 1985
and since then has served in parishes in Minnesota, Montana, Michigan and Illinois. Presently his post
is as Rector at St. Luke the Evangelist Orthodox Church in Palos Heights IL. Along with his duties as
Rector, and parish ministry, Father works as a licensed professional counselor.
Orthodox Women in the Healing Ministries was founded in 1992 with the mission of providing
support to Orthodox Christian women who work in the medical and healing professions. This includes
doctors, nurses, therapists, social workers and the like. In addition, from the inception of OWHM the
founders defined all women as persons who "minister to others," including priest's wives, teachers,
students, mothers and the like, and believe they would benefit from our retreat.
Our primary means of providing support to those who minister to others, is by sponsoring an annual
three day retreat, which includes time for prayer, rest and reflection, opportunities for networking, and
lectures given by outstanding speakers. We are grateful to have Mother Gabriella, Abbess of Holy
Dormition Monastery as our spiritual director. You can register at: https://owhm.org/ Paper registration
forms and information on hotels in the area can be found on the OWHM web page as well. For more
details see the attached flier.
MIDDLE EASTERN LUNCH & BAKE SALE at St. George is September 22 from 11am-2pm. This is takeout only. Free delivery with 8 or more lunches! The deadline to order is September 8. For more
information see the flier in this newsletter or in the fellowship hall. You can also order at:
https://stgeorgeladies.square.site/ or call 810-732-0720.
FLOWERS FOR THEOTOKOS were donated by Angelo & Christine Panoff in memory of grandsons
Andrew & Matthew Panoff and by Subdeacon Allen & Debra Adams.
UKRAINIAN REFUGEE Anyone who wishes to support International Orthodox Christian Charity’s
(IOCC) humanitarian response to the Ukraine crisis is asked to pray for all those affected and the people
serving them, to share what IOCC is doing in order to spread the word, and to give as they are able
financially. Please visit iocc.org/ukraine22 or call 877.803.4622 to make a donation.
MAKE YOUR FAITHFUL GIVING EASY AND CONVENIENT WITH GIVELIFY
Go to the website and on the home page click on the box Give now with Givelify which will walk you
through the donation process; this is a secure site. (2.9% + $0.30 of your donation goes to Givelify as a
fee). If you do not wish to donate online, you may write a check to St. Nicholas Orthodox Church and
send it to the parish address: 2143 S Center Rd, Burton, MI 48519.
CATHOLIC CHARITES GINORMOUS TENT SALE is September 1-5. They need volunteers to help
setup, during the sale & cleanup. Setup starts August 27. For more information contact Theresa Hurley at
thurley@ccsgc.org or by cell phone 810-853-0097. You can sign up at
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4da9ac2fa1ffcf8-2021.
OUR CHARITY MINISTRIES
NORTH END SOUP KITCHEN we serve on Thursday, September 1 from 9 to 12:30 pm.
FOOD DRIVE Place non-perishable food items in the other blue box in the hall.
CENTER OF HOPE For more information call 810-265-7025. Donations can be dropped off Mon-Fri
9:30-3:30 at 812 Root St, Flint.
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HOPE IN A BOX
Sept Bar, Body & Hand Soap
Oct
Nov

Toothpaste, Toothbrushes and Socks
Dish & Laundry Soap

September
Coffee Social Volunteers & Sponsors
4
11
18
25
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES, & NAMESDAYS
BIRTHDAYS

NAMESDAYS

1 Sandra Spankie
3 Gregory Oginsky
6 Anastasia Butrie
Roseanne Bagale
9 Lazaros Stavridis
10 Cathy Steiner
12 Brandon Conover
Ciera Conover
Joseph Neely
14 Amani Helal
Matthew Batzos
18 Peggy Russell
20 Nick Sfetkidis
Noah Gonser
Peter Economou
Taras-Michael Butrie
27 James Shann
28 Kathy Swanigan
30 Luke Shann
ANNIVERSARIES
3
11
19
20
27

George & Sherry Brown (1978)
Thomas & Nancy Krigner (1988)
Dennis & Sharon Jernigan (1964)
Jerry & Christine Brucksch (1986)
Jeremy & Jami Fisher (2008)

1 Joshua Brucksch
Joshua Vuckovich
5 Betty Nicevski
Caitlyn Elizabeth Nicole Rittman
Lisa Pray
Ressa Ann Borkovich
Quin Elizabeth Gerzevske
9 Anna Zubovich
Cortney Anne Batzos
Kelly Anne Panoff
Megan Ann Krigner
Nancy Ann Krigner
Nancy Borkovich
Peggy Ann Russell
16 Lucy (Ludmilla) Hogg
17 Luba Todorovsky
Luba Yosheff
Madi Lu Fisher
Sophia Batzos
18 Ariana Loomis
Arinn Alexandra Pray
Ashley Goodman
20 Oleg Dashevsky
Oleg Zubovich
If your name is missing or has the incorrect
information in the birthday, anniversary or
namesday list please call the office: (810) 744-0070

DAILY INTERCESSION FOR OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND
VISITATION TO THE SICK If you would like Fr. Matthew to make a visit to home, hospital, or
nursing home, please contact the office 810-744-0070.
DAILY INTERCESSION FOR OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND
The following are our brothers and sisters of St. Nicholas who are currently homebound, suffering
from chronic illness, in recovery or in need of special prayers. Please remember them in your prayers
and reach out to them with a card, a phone call or a visit! Please call the office to schedule a visit for
Holy Communion.
Deacon John Bocek
Linda Branoff
Mary Abu-Aita

Paul Ellis
Bill Haw
Mary Karayanis

Nick Karayanis
Macy Lemmen
Ron Salhany

Bill Tadrick
Wendy Tadrick
Dave Vuckovich

To aid in your outreach, here is a listing of the addresses and phone numbers of our Homebound:
Paul Ellis
2360 Stonebridge Dr
Flint, MI 48532
Dorothy Goodman
1481 E Hill Rd, Suite 18
Grand Blanc, MI 48439 (Bella Vita)
Dave Vuckovich
9352 Morrish Rd
Swartz Creek, MI 48473
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SEPTEMBER 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

St. Nicholas Orthodox Church
2143 S. Center Rd. Burton, MI 48519
810-744-0070
stnicholasburtonmi@gmail.com Website: www.saintnicholasburton.org

Wed

Fast

Thu
1 Church New Year

Dairy Permitted (no meat)
Fish Permitted (no other meat)
5

6

7
9:30 am Divine Liturgy

11:15 am adult ed.
5:30 pm Pan-Orthodox
Vespers at St. Mary
Magdalene Church

Office Closed
12

6:30 pm Parish
Council

18
9:30 Hours
10 am Divine Liturgy
Church School

19

25
9:30 Hours
10 am Divine Liturgy
Church School

26

8 Nativity of the
Theotokos

5 pm Vespers
confessions

6 pm Pan-Orthodox
Vespers & Liturgy
at our church
for the Elevation of
the Cross

20

14

9

10 am Pan-Orthodox
Liturgy at St. Mary
Magdalene Church

Rummage Sale
10 am-5 pm

15

Rummage Sale
10 am-3 pm
3 pm Nominating
Committee Meeting
5 pm Vespers
confessions

16

17

Elevation of the Cross

5 pm Vespers
confessions

No Liturgy

11:15 am adult ed.
Office Closed
21

22

23 Conception
of St. John the
Baptist

9:30 am Divine Liturgy

11:15 am adult ed.
Office Closed
27

10

Rummage Sale
Set up 10 am

Office Closed
13

Rummage Sale
Clean up 10 am

3

Office Closed

9:30 Hours
10 am Divine Liturgy

11
9:30 Hours
10 am Divine Liturgy
Church School begins

2

Sat

9 am to 12:30 pm
North End Soup Kitchen

Wine & Oil Permitted (no meat)
4

Fri

28

29

30

9:30 am Divine Liturgy
11:15 am adult ed.
Office Closed

24
5 pm Vespers
confessions

