
 

MAY 21, 2025 leavetaking of MID-PENTECOST, Saints Constantine & Helena 
 
FIRST ANTIPHON Psalm 65 
Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth! Sing of His name, give glory to His praise! Through the prayers of 
the Mother of God, O Savior save us! 
 
Say to God: How awesome are Your deeds! So great is Your power that Your enemies cringe before You! 
Through the prayers of the Mother of God, O Savior save us! 
 
Let all the earth worship You and praise You! Let it praise Your name, O Most High! Through… 

 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
Through the prayers of the Mother of God, O Savior save us! 
 
SECOND ANTIPHON Psalm 66 
God be bountiful to us and bless us! Show the light of Your countenance upon us and have mercy on us! O 
Son of God who arose from the dead, save us who sing to You: Alleluia! 
 
That we may know Your way upon the earth, and Your salvation among all nations! O Son of God..  
 
Let the people give thanks to You, O God! Let all the people give thanks to You! O Son of God… 
 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. Only-
begotten Son and immortal Word of God, Who for our salvation willed to be incarnate of the holy 
Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, Who without change became man and was crucified, O Christ our God, 
trampling down death by death, Who are one of the Holy Trinity, glorified with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit: save us! 
 
THIRD ANTIPHON Psalm 67:1-3 and 117:2 
Let God be risen and his enemies be scattered, let the one who hate him flee from before his Face. Christ 
is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those in the tombs bestowing life.  
 
As smoke vanishes, let them vanish, as wax melts before the face of fire. Christ is risen ... 
 
Thus the sinners will perish before the Face of God. And the righteous be gladdened. Christ is risen...  
 
This is the day which the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be gladdened in it. Christ is risen...  
 
THE ENTRANCE HYMN 
Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ, O Son of God, risen from the dead, save us who sing to 
you: Alleluia! 
 
TROPARIA Tone 8 In the middle of the feast, O Savior, / fill my thirsting soul with the waters of piety as 
You cried to all: / “If anyone thirst, let him come to Me and drink!”// O Christ God, Fountain of our life, 
glory to You! 
Tone 8 Having seen the image of Your Cross in the heavens, / like Paul you did not receive your call from 
men. / O Lord, Your Apostle among kings, the Emperor Constantine, / has placed the Imperial City in Your 
hand; / always preserve it in peace, through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O only lover of mankind. 
Tone 4 The truth of things has revealed you to your flock as a rule of faith, a model of meekness, and 
teacher of abstinence,  so you won the heights by humility, and riches by poverty,  O Holy hierarch 
Nicholas, intercede with Christ God to save our souls. 
 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.  
KONTAKION Tone 4 At the middle of the feast according to the Law, /Maker of all things and Master, 
Christ God, / you said to those present there: /“Come and draw the water of immortality.”/ Therefore we 
fall down before you and with faith cry out://“Grant us your mercies, for you are the fountain of our life.”  
 

THE APOSTLE 

Priest: Let us attend! Peace to all!  

Reader: And to your spirit! 

Priest: Wisdom! 

Reader:  The prokeimenon in the eighth tone: Their voice went out into all the earth, and their words 

to the ends of the inhabited world. (Psalm 18:4) 



 

Cantor:  Their voice went out into all the earth, and their words to the ends of the inhabited world. 

Reader:  The heavens describe the Glory of God, and the firmament proclaims the making of his 

hands. (Ps. 18:1) 

Cantor:  Their voice went out into all the earth, and their words to the ends of the inhabited world. 

Reader: Their voice went out into all the earth, 

Cantor:  and their words to the ends of the inhabited world. 

Priest:  Wisdom! 

Reader:  The reading from the Acts of the Holy Apostles (26:1-5, 11-20) 

Priest:  Let us attend! 

Reader: In those days, Agrippa said to Paul, “You are permitted to speak for yourself.” So Paul 

stretched out his hand and answered for himself: “I think myself happy, King Agrippa, because today I 

shall answer for myself before you concerning all the things of which I am accused by the Jews, 

especially because you are expert in all customs and questions which have to do with the Jews. Therefore 

I beg you to hear me patiently. My manner of life from my youth, which was spent from the beginning 

among my own nation at Jerusalem, all the Jews know. They knew me from the first, if they were willing 

to testify, that according to the strictest sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee. And I punished the saints 

often in every synagogue and compelled them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly enraged against 

them, I persecuted them even to foreign cities.  While thus occupied, as I journeyed to Damascus with 

authority and commission from the chief priests, at midday, O king, along the road I saw a light from 

heaven, brighter than the sun, shining around me and those who journeyed with me. And when we all 

had fallen to the ground, I heard a voice speaking to me and saying in the Hebrew language, ‘Saul, Saul, 

why are you persecuting Me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.’ So I said, ‘Who are You, Lord?’ 

And He said, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But rise and stand on your feet; for I have appeared 

to you for this purpose, to make you a minister and a witness both of the things which you have seen and 

of the things which I will yet reveal to you. I will deliver you from the Jewish people, as well as from the 

Gentiles, to whom I now send you, to open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and 

from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among 

those who are sanctified by faith in Me.’ Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly 

vision, but declared first to those in Damascus and in Jerusalem, and throughout all the region of Judea, 

and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent, turn to God, and do works befitting repentance.” 

Priest:  Peace to you (who have read)!  

Reader: And to your spirit! Alleluia in the first tone. 

Cantor: Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Reader: Remember your assembly which you obtained from of old.  (Psalm 73:2) 

Cantor: Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Reader: But God is our king from before the ages, he worked salvation in the midst of the earth. 

(Psalm 73:13) 

Cantor: Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
THE HOLY GOSPEL - JOHN (6:5-15)  
 
THE HYMN TO THE THEOTOKOS The Angel cried to the Lady full of grace: Rejoice, O Pure Virgin! 
Again I say: Rejoice! Your Son is risen from His three days in the tomb! With Himself He has raised all the 
dead! Rejoice, all ye people! Shine! Shine! O New Jerusalem! The Glory of the Lord has shone on you! Exult 
now and be glad, O Sion! Be radiant, O Pure Theotokos, in the Resurrection of your Son! 
 
COMMUNION HYMN The Lord said: “He who eats My Body and drinks My Blood abides in Me, and I in 
him.”  (John 6:56) Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
IN PLACE OF “WE HAVE SEEN THE TRUE LIGHT…” 
Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those in the tombs bestowing life. 


