
St. Nicholas Orthodox Church Monthly Newsletter 
Diocese of Toledo-Orthodox Church in America 

2143 S. Center Road – Burton, Michigan 48519 
Served by: Fr. Matthew-Peter Butrie – Protodeacon Kerry Luke Gonser 

Email: stnicholasburtonmi@gmail.com  Facebook: www.facebook.com/stnicholasburton 
Website: www.saintnicholasburton.org`  Church Office: 810-744-0070      

 

Services: Sunday - 9:30 a.m. Hours    10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
Wednesday- 9:30 am Divine Liturgy   adult education 11:15 am 

Saturday – 5 pm Vespers followed by Confessions 
Holydays: Vespers & Liturgy as announced 

 

“May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you.”  St. Jude 1:1 
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THE LENTEN PRAYER OF SAINT EPHREM 

 

O Lord and Master of my life, take from me the spirit of sloth, despair, lust 

of power, and idle talk. (prostration) 

 

But give rather the spirit of chastity, humility, patience, and love to Thy 

servant. (prostration) 

 

Yea, O Lord and King, grant me to see my own transgressions, and not to 

judge my brother, for blessed art Thou, unto ages of ages. Amen. 

(prostration) 

 

 

PRAYER BEHIND THE AMVON AT THE PRESANCTIFIED LITURGY 

Master ruler-of-all, who in wisdom have fashioned all creation, who through 

your unutterable forecare and great goodness have led us to these most-holy 

days for cleansing of souls and bodies, for control of passions, and for hope 

of resurrection, who by means of forty days put into the hands of your 

servant Moses the divinely inscribed letters, grant us also, O Good One, to 

fight the good fight, to complete the course of the fast, to keep the faith 

undivided, to crush the heads of the invisible dragons, to be revealed victors 

over sin, and without condemnation to attain to and to worship also the holy 

resurrection, for blessed and glorified is your all-honorable and majestic 

name, of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever and 

to the ages of ages. 
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FROM FATHER’S DESK  
On Sunday, March 7 we say goodbye to eating meat until Pascha.  On Sunday, March 14, when we 

say goodbye to almost everything else that is worth eating, the Church gives to us the remembrance of an 
event: the expulsion of Adam and Eve from Paradise.  We know the story.  How God told Adam and Eve 
they may eat of everything in Paradise except from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, because 
they weren’t ready for it yet.  And how, tempted by the serpent, Eve took and ate, and Adam took from 
her and ate.  And then they discovered that they were naked of glory and were ashamed and hid 
themselves.  God did not wait for them to come to Him, He went to them, calling out for them.  And 
Adam replied by placing the blame on Eve.  It’s as if Adam said, “This is all your fault, God.  This all 
happened because of the woman You gave me.”  No humility here.  And for this lack of humility, they 
were cast out from Paradise. (Elder Aimilianos, St. Dorotheos of Gaza) This is what we remember on 
Chreesefare Sunday. 

At the vespers, we will hear Adam’s lament outside the gates of Paradise.  There Adam sat and 
wept bitterly saying “Woe to me! What will become of me, a worthless man? I disobeyed one command 
of my Master and lost every good thing! O holy Paradise, planted for me by God, and closed by the 
weakness of Eve, grant that I may once again gaze on the flowers of your gardens!” 

Adam is each one of us.  There is no beginning to the spiritual life until we become like Adam 
here: knowing that we are exiles from Paradise by our sins.  Understanding the hole in our heart that 
cannot be filled by anyone or anything of this earth – only by God.  Knowing that we are dust, and as 
Father Schmemann wrote, the food we eat we refrigerate because it is dead.  We have no lasting home 
here.  (Hebrews 13:14).  Paradise is our home and we by our sins are cast out of it.  And so we weep.  This 
is Adam’s lament – our lament. 

Yet, we discover, that we are not left alone outside the gates of Paradise.  God did not and never 
will abandon us.  The hymn continues: “The Savior said to Adam: ‘I do not wish the death of my 
creation! I desire that all should be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth, for the one who comes 
to me I shall never cast out!’”  “Because man will not bow down to God, God, in His infinite humility, 
bows down to man.” (Elder Aimilianos). Christ Himself bows down to the little god He created, to 
Adam, and empties Himself to bring Adam, us, back to Paradise.  “All day long, Christ, the Great High 
Priest, stands with His hands outstretched on the cross on which (we) the little gods have nailed Him.  
And from that lofty vantage point, He supplicates His heavenly Father on our behalf.  Though we crucify 
Him every day, God prays for us!  That, my beloved, is humility!” (Elder Aimilianos) 

It is this divine humility which we seek to be every day – a school of humility that is Great Lent 
especially.  This is the likeness to God that leads to forgiveness of sins – us forgiving others and God 
forgiving us.  It is a paradox that we, like Adam, will blame others for their sins but make excuses for our 
own sins.  And so we are cast out.  Life-giving humility is found in making excuses for others’ sins and 
never making excuses for our own.  Knowing our own sins, we see to the plank in our own eye and never 
mind about the speck in our sister’s or brother’s eye.  And so we may enter a place loftier than Paradise, 
the heavenly kingdom which Christ now bends down to touch the earth.  Whereas Adam’s food was the 
fruit of the garden, we eat of the “bread which came down from heaven” (John 6:32-35), hearing Christ’s 
words: Take, eat, drink as He calls us to the communion of paradise which may we all attain in and 
through Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
MEMORY ETERNAL – CHRIST IS RISEN! Memory eternal to Matushka Olga Govrusik who fell asleep 
in the Lord on January 13 at the age of 96. She is the daughter of the late Archpriest John & Matushka 
Maria Handziuk. Father John served our parish from 1928 to 1942. Matushka Govrusik's parents and her 
sister Stephanida and brother Nicholas are buried in our parish cemetery. You may read her obituary 
here. Memory eternal! Bog da prosti! Christ is risen! 
 
ADULT EDUCATION CLASS If you are at work during the day and would like to participate in adult 
education classes, a virtual option in the evening is being explored.  Please contact the office 810-744-0070 
stnicholasburtonmi@gmail.com or Father Matthew if you are interested.  This evening class will be 
virtual only. 

https://www.oca.org/in-memoriam/matushka-olga-govrusik
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NORTH  END SOUP KITCHEN Please come & minister to Christ with our brothers & sisters March 4th 
from 9 am-11:30 am. “Feeding the hungry is a greater work than raising the dead.” St. John Chrysostom 
 
YOUNG ADULTS Parish council is looking to help our youth, in college and those beginning their 
careers, remain engaged in their life in Christ, especially during the complexities of the pandemic and 
the stresses of college life. To do this we need your help. Specifically, we need the contact information 
(e-mail) for our young adults so that we can reach out to them. You can call the parish office 810-744-0070 
or have your child, grandchild, or godchild send an email to stnicholasburtonmi@gmail.com 
 
PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE Parish council met on Tuesday, February 9 at 6:30 pm with attendees in 
person and virtually.  The parish finances are stable with $1,583.82 to the good for January.  A draft list of 
our college students and young adults has been made.  Many parishioners have expressed their 
willingness to be part of telephone outreach within the parish.  The relay for the air handler needs to be 
replaced as it is the original from when the church was built. This is important for circulating heat.  The 
replacement will cost between $600 to $800.  Joe Tome has donated the cost for our back-up air 
compressor.  Council expressed thanks for his doing this.  We will not contract out lawn treatments.  Last 
year we did not.  Dennis Jernigan treated for dandelions and the lawn was fine.  The parish council re-
appointed Mike Stikovich and Protodeacon Luke Gonser as members of the endowment committee (five 
year term).  Parish council also named to the nominating committee Paul Brayan, Ruth Conrad, Connie 
Maxim, Christine Panoff and Joe Tome.  Compensation (salaries) were reviewed.  Burton Fire 
Department is not doing training for Automatic External Defibrillators (AED) at this time.  If anyone is 
interested in learning how to operate the AED, please contact the office for details on a virtual class 
through the American Red Cross. The next parish council meeting is Tuesday, March 9 at 6:30 pm with 
in-person attendance and the virtual option. 
 
PARISH COUNCIL will meet on March 9th @ 6:30 pm. Please call or email the parish office if you are 
unable to attend this meeting. Those who wish to attend virtually will be able to do so. 
 
MAKE YOUR FAITHFUL GIVING EASY AND CONVENIENT WITH GIVELIFY  
Go to the website and on the home page click on the box Give now with Givelify which will walk you 
through the donation process; this is a secure site. (2.9% + $0.30 of your donation goes to Givelify as a 
fee). If you do not wish to donate online, you may write a check to St. Nicholas Orthodox Church and 
send it to the parish address: 2143 S Center Rd, Burton, MI 48519. 
 
PAN-ORTHODOX PRE-LENTEN RETREAT Saturday, March 6th beginning at 2 pm. Archimandrite 
Maximos Constas will be presenting “I Waited Patiently for the Lord” (Ps 40:1):An Orthodox Approach 
to Sickness & Suffering. See the flier for all of the details. 
 
2021 JOURNEY TO PASCHA CHART is included in this newsletter but it is also available online at: 
https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/behind-the-scenes/2021/02/03/2021-journey-to-pascha-chart/ 
 
MISSION SUNDAY March 14th. The Orthodox Christian Mission Center (OCMC) designates this day to 
focus on supporting foreign missions. By praying for OCMC & those serving as missionaries and 
financially supporting its ministries you are helping reach the more than one billion people worldwide 
who have never heard the Gospel of salvation in Jesus Christ. Visit ocmc.org for more information or to 
donate directly. You can also include a special donation, marked OCMC with your regular offering to St. 
Nicholas. 
 
FACEBOOK PAGE Please visit & follow our parish page: https://www.facebook.com/stnicholasburton 
 

YOUTUBE CHANNEL subscribe to our YouTube channel Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Burton to  

mailto:stnicholasburtonmi@gmail.com
http://www.saintnicholasburton.org/
https://www.givelify.com/givenow/1.0/Mzc5MTg=/selection
https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/behind-the-scenes/2021/02/03/2021-journey-to-pascha-chart/
https://www.facebook.com/stnicholasburton
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC59tV-Re443z-GCoETAUvfA


 

 

If your name is missing or has the incorrect 
information in the birthday, anniversary or namesday 
list please call the office: (810) 744-0070 
 

 

 
OUR CHARITY MINISTRIES 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES, & NAMESDAYS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

                 HOPE IN A BOX 

March Feminine Care Products 

April Deodorant 

May Bar & Hand Soap 

BIRTHDAYS 

  3 Petro Ahejew 
  5 Michelle Gerzevske 
 Svelanta Deshaw 
  7 Amir Abu-Aita 
 Johnny Kantor 
  9 Linda Kilbourne 
10 James Leonard Allen 
12 Zeid Helal 
14 Megan Krigner 
15 John Popoff 
 Ryan Broadfoot 
 Theodore Wilhelm 
18 Allison Borkovich 
 Jim Grossi 
 Lena Vassiliou 
19 Joseph Oginsky Sr. 
20 Mary Batzos 
 Sandra Ahejew 
24 Marie Todorovsky 

      ANNIVERSARIES 

   5 John & Fanny Popoff   (1967) 

 10 Stojan & Mira Prusac  (1957) 

 26 Gregory & Danni Burns  (2003) 

  
  

 

 

NORTH END SOUP KITCHEN VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! St. Nicholas, 1st Thursday of every month, 
9 am to 11:30 am. St. George, 4th Tuesday, 9 am to 11:30 am. Call ahead to confirm times & other days 
they need help. (810-785-6911) 

Assumption – Center for Hope, 517 E Fifth Ave, 3rd Wednesday, 11 am to 1 pm. 
 

FOOD DRIVE Place non-perishable food items in the other blue box in the hall. 
 

 

NAMESDAYS 2 Chad Conover 
7 Eugene Akkerman 
9 Vivian Binelli 

10 Leonid Rabkin 
17 Alexis Nedanis 
23 Lydia Nicoloff 
25 Angela Bakousidis 
 Angelo (Vangel) Panoff 
 Angelo Popoff 
 Angelo Young 
 Austin Angelo Selmi 
 Evangelos Stavridis 
26 Gabriel Paul 
27 Robert Elieff 
 Robert Naumoff 
 Robert Russell 

Robert Steiner 

 

 
 

 

Daylight Savings Time begins March 13th  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

VISITATION TO THE SICK Presently, Fr. Matthew may bring Communion to those who are at home.  
When permitted, Fr. Matthew will resume bringing Holy Communion to those in nursing homes, 
assisting living homes, and other care facilities shut-ins on Tuesdays.  If you would like to be added 
to this list, please contact the office.  Presently, those receiving weekly visits at home are: Milica 
Beslach, Angelo Popoff, Eleni Servinis, and Peter & Jo Sredich. 
 
DAILY INTERCESSION FOR OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND  
The following are our brothers and sisters of St. Nicholas who are currently homebound, suffering 
from chronic illness, in recovery or in need of special prayers. Please remember them in your prayers 
and reach out to them with a card, a phone call or a visit! Please call the office to schedule a visit for 
Holy Communion. 

 

Larry Bladecki Gladys Edwards Mary Karayanis Ron Salhany 
Deacon John Bocek Paul Ellis Nick Karayanis Bill Tadrick 
Linda Branoff Bill Haw Macy Lemmen Wendy Tadrick 
       

To aid in your outreach, here is a listing of the addresses and phone numbers of our Homebound: 
 

 Larry Bladecki 3254 E. Midland Rd   Bay City, MI 48706 
 Gladys Edwards 2 Harbor Dr.   St. Clair, MO 63077 
 Paul Ellis 2360 Stonebridge Dr.   Flint, MI 48532 
      Vasilka Karatza Regency 1330 Grand Pointe Ct  Grand Blanc, MI 48439 
 Eleni Servinis Regency 1330 Grand Pointe Ct  Grand Blanc, MI 48439 
      Jo Sredich         Victoria’s House 1219 N. Dye Rd.      Flint, MI 48532   

  VETERANS DAY is March 29
th

                                                                                                        

  

St. John Chrysostom 

On Fasting 
Fasting is the change of every part of our life, because the sacrifice of the fast is not the abstinence 

but the distancing from sins. Therefore, whoever limits the fast to the deprivation of food, he is the one 
who, in reality, abhors and ridicules the fast. Are you fasting? Show me your fast with your works. Which 
works? If you see someone who is poor, show him mercy. If you see an enemy, reconcile with him. If you 
see a friend who is becoming successful, do not be jealous of him! If you see a beautiful person on the 
street, pass that one by. 

In other words, not only should the mouth fast, but the eyes and the legs and the arms and all the 
other parts of the body should fast as well. Let the hands fast, remaining clean from stealing and 
greediness. Let the legs fast, avoiding roads which lead to sinful sights. Let the eyes fast by not fixing 
themselves on beautiful faces and by not observing the beauty of others. You are not eating meat, are you? 
You should not eat debauchery with your eyes as well. Let your hearing also fast. The fast of hearing is not 
to accept bad talk against others and sly defamations. 

Let the mouth fast from disgraceful and abusive words, because, what gain is there when, on the 
one hand we avoid eating chicken and fish and, on the other, we chew-up and consume our brothers? He 
who condemns and blasphemes is as if he has eaten brotherly meat, as if he has bitten into the flesh of his 
fellow man… 

To the brothers, though, who cannot fast because of bodily illness, encourage them not to abandon 
this spiritual word, teaching them and passing on to them all the things we say here, showing them that he 
who eats and drinks with moderation is not unworthy to hear these things but he who is indifferent and 
slack….If we eat with moderation we should never be ashamed, because the Creator gave us such a body 
which cannot be supported in any other way except by receiving food. Let us only stop excessive food….
     Abridged from St. John Chrysostom homilies "On Fasting" 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR THE REPOSE OF 
(first names only – please print) 

________________________  ________________________ 

________________________  ________________________ 

________________________  ________________________ 

________________________  ________________________ 

________________________  ________________________ 

________________________  ________________________ 

________________________  ________________________ 

________________________  ________________________ 

________________________ ________________________ 

________________________ ________________________ 

________________________ ________________________ 

________________________ ________________________ 

________________________ ________________________ 

________________________ ________________________ 

________________________ ________________________ 

________________________ ________________________ 

________________________ ________________________ 

Requested by:            
2021 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

$36.00 Single Space 
               for 6 months 

 
      $50.00 Double Space 
                 for 6 months 

 
     $65.00 Triple Space 
                  for 6 months 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
           

 

DO YOU STILL WANT 

TO RECEIVE THIS 

NEWSLETTER? IF YOU 

WISH TO BE TAKEN 

OFF THE MAILING LIST, 

PLEASE CONTACT THE 

PARISH OFFICE. 



 

 

St. Nicholas Orthodox Church 
2143 S. Center Rd.  
Burton, MI 48519 

810-744-0070 

stnicholasburtonmi@gmail.com Website: www.saintnicholasburton.org 
 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  
 
Fr. in Toledo 

2   
 

 

 

 
 

Office Closed 

3        

 

9:30 am Divine 
Liturgy  

 
11:15 am adult ed 

4               

9am to 11:30 pm 

North End Soup 

Kitchen 

 
Office Closed 

5   

 

6    Souls Saturday 
10 am Liturgy & 

Trisagion  
2 pm Zoom Retreat 
with Fr Maximos 

5 pm Vespers at St 
George 

7         Meatfare 

 

 9:30 am Hours 

10 am Divine Liturgy 

 

8   
Fr. in Toledo 

9  

40 Martyrs of Sebaste 

9:30 am Divine 
Liturgy  

 6:30 pm parish council 

Office Closed 

10         

10:30 am Lenten 3rd & 
6th Hours  

 
11:15 am adult ed 

11      

 

 

 
 

Office Closed 

12                

 

 

13   

5 pm Vespers  

confessions 

 
Daylight Savings Time 

begins 

14    Cheesefare 

 

  9:30 am Hours 

10 am Divine Liturgy 

followed by 

Vespers 

15  Great Lent  
             Begins 

 
6:30 PM  Compline 

w/ Canon of 
St. Andrew of Crete 
 

16      
 
 

6:30 PM  Compline 
w/ Canon of 

St. Andrew of Crete 
Office Closed 

17     

10:30 am Lenten 3rd & 
6th Hours  

no adult ed 
6:30 PM  Compline 

w/ Canon of 
St. Andrew of Crete 

18               

 

6:30 PM  Compline 
w/ Canon of 

St. Andrew of Crete 
 

Office Closed 

19              

 
6 PM Presanctified 

Liturgy 

 

20   St Theodore 

 

10 am Divine Liturgy  
 

5 pm Vespers  

confessions 

21  
1st Sunday of Lent 

  9:30 am Hours 

10 am Divine Liturgy 

22     
 

 Fr. in Toledo 

23 

11:15 am adult 

education 

 
Office Closed 

24   
10:30 am Lenten 

      3rd & 6th Hours  
 

6 PM  Presanctified 
Liturgy at St Mary 

Magdalene 

25 

 

 

 
Office Closed 

26 

 

27 

 

5 pm Vespers  

confessions 

28  

2nd Sunday of Lent 

  9:30 am Hours 

10 am Divine Liturgy 

 

29 

 
Fr. in Toledo 

 

 

 

30 

11:15 am adult 

education 

 

 

Office Closed 

31  St Innocent 

10:30 am Lenten 3rd & 
6th Hours  

 
6 PM Presanctified 

Liturgy 

 

  

 

 

         Fast 
                                  

        Dairy Permitted (no meat) 
 

       Wine & Oil Permitted (no meat) 
 

         Fish Permitted (no other meat) 

 

 

MARCH 2021 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JNJdYhp_ZMY
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