March 15, 2026

St. Nicholas Orthodox Church

Diocese of Toledo - Orthodox Church in America
2143 S. Center Rd, Burton, MI 48519
Served by: Fr. Matthew-Peter Butrie — Rector, mobile: 810-247-4265 & Protodeacon Kerry Luke Gonser
Website: www.saintnicholasburton.org Church: 810-744-0070 e-mail: stnicholasburtonmi@gmail.com

Welcome! We are honored that you have joined us in our celebration of the Lord’s resurrection this day.

If you are a first-time visitor to our parish, we invite you to sign our guest book in the narthex. If you
have a question, a prayer request, or any need, please speak with Fr. Matthew, Deacon Luke, or with one of
the ushers.

Holy Communion —for Orthodox Christians (those received into the Orthodox Church through
baptism or chrismation), please note that there are specific disciplines regarding receiving Communion —
fasting from midnight (unless you need to take medication) and recent Confession. If you are an Orthodox
Christian from another parish who has prepared in accordance with your discipline, and have a blessing
from your home priest to do so, we invite and encourage you to partake of Holy Communion

For our visitors who are not Orthodox Christian: we welcome you to this celebration of the Divine
Liturgy. Unfortunately we cannot extend to you a general invitation to receive Holy Communion. The
Eucharist is an action of the celebrating community signifying a oneness in faith, life, and worship of our
community. Reception of the Eucharist by Christians not fully united with us would imply a oneness which
does not yet exist, but for which we must all pray. All, however, are welcome to partake of the blessed bread
(antidoron) which will be given when coming forward to receive the final blessing from the priest at the
conclusion of the Liturgy. Again, welcome!

SUNDAY, MARCH 15, 2026 THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT — Tone 7. Martyrs Agapius, Publius (Pausis),
Timolaus, Romulus, two named Dionysius, and two named Alexander, at Caesarea in Palestine (303).
Hieromartyr Alexander of Side, in Pamphylia (270-275). Martyr Nicander of Egypt (ca. 302).

FIRST ANTIPHON
The light of Your countenance, O Lord, has been signed upon us. (Psalm 4:6) Through the prayers of the
Theotokos, O Savior, save us!

You have given a sign unto them that fear You, that they may flee from before the face of the bow. (Psalm 59:4)
Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us!

You have ascended on high, You led captivity captive. (Psalm 67:18) Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O
Savior, save us!

You have given an inheritance to them that fear Your Name. (Psalm 60:5) Through the prayers of the
Theotokos, O Savior, save us!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us!

SECOND ANTIPHON
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. (Psalm 97:3) O Son of God who arose from the
dead, save us who sing to You: Alleluia!

Let us worship at the place where His feet have stood. (Psalm 131:7) O Son of God who arose from the dead,
save us who sing to You: Alleluia!

The eyes of the Lord are upon them that fear Him, upon them that hope in His mercy (Psalm 32:18). O Son of
God who arose from the dead, save us who sing to You: Alleluia!

God is our King before the ages, He has wrought salvation in the midst of the earth. (Psalm 73:12) O Son of
God who arose from the dead, save us who sing to You: Alleluia!

High above all nations is the Lord; You are Lord Most High over all the earth. (Psalm 112:4) O Son of God
who arose from the dead, save us who sing to You: Alleluia!

THIRD ANTIPHON

Exalt you the Lord our God, and worship at the footstool of His feet. (Psalm 98:5) Tone 1 O Lord, save Your
people, / and bless Your inheritance! / Grant victories to the Orthodox Christians / over their adversaries;
/ and by virtue of Your Cross, // preserve Your habitation!
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O God, save Your people and bless Your inheritance. (Psalm 27:92) Tone 1 O Lord, save Your people...

Shepherd them and bear them up unto the ages. (Psalm 27:9v) Tone 1 O Lord, save Your people...

TROPARIA

Tone 7 By Your Cross You destroyed death. To the thief You opened Paradise. For the Myrrhbearers You
changed weeping into joy. And You commanded Your disciples, O Christ God, to proclaim that You are
risen, granting the world great mercy.

Tone 1 O Lord, save Your people, / and bless Your inheritance! / Grant victories to the Orthodox Christians
/ over their adversaries; / and by virtue of Your Cross, // preserve Your habitation!

Tone 4 In truth you were revealed to your flock as a rule of faith, a model of meekness, and teacher of
abstinence, so you won the heights by humility, and riches by poverty, O Holy Father Nicholas, intercede
with Christ God to save our souls.

KONTAKION

Tone 8 O victorious leader of triumphant hosts! We, your servants, delivered from evil, sing our grateful
thanks to you, O Theotokos! As you possess invincible might set us free from ev’ry calamity so that we may
sing: Rejoice, O unwedded Bride!

IN PLACE OF THE TRISAGION, WE SING:
Before Your Cross, we bow down in worship, O Master, and Your holy Resurrection, we glorify.

The prokeimenon in the sixth tone: O Lord, save Your people and bless Your inheritance. (Psalm 27:9)
. To you, O Lord, I cried, O my God, do not keep silent from me. (Psalm 27:1a)

THE READING FROM THE EPISTLE OF THE HOLY APOSTLE PAUL TO THE HEBREWS (4:14-5:6)
Brethren, because then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of
God, let us hold fast our confession. For we have not a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with
confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of
need. For every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on behalf of men in relation to God,
to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. He can deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is
beset with weakness. Because of this he is bound to offer sacrifice for his own sins as well as for those of the
people. And one does not take the honor upon himself, but he is called by God, just as Aaron was. So also
Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed by him who said to him, “You are
my Son, today I have begotten you”; as he says also in another place, “You are a Priest to the age, according
to the order of Melchisedek.”

Alleluia, Tone 8
v: Remember your assembly which you obtained from of old. (Psalm 73:2)

v: God is our king from before the ages, he worked salvation in the midst of the earth. (Psalm 73:13)

THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK (8:34-9:1) At that time Jesus called to him the multitude
with His disciples, and said to them, “If any man would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his
cross and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it; and whoever loses his life for my sake and
the gospel’s will save it. For what does it profit a man, to gain the whole world and forfeit his life? For what
can a man give in return for his life? For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and
sinful generation, of him will the Son of man also be ashamed, when he comes in the glory of his Father with
the holy angels.” And he said to them, “Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste
death before they see that the kingdom of God has come with power.”

INSTEAD OF “IT IS TRULY MEET ... ,”: All of creation rejoices in you, O Full of Grace: the assembly of
Angels and the race of men. O sanctified temple and spiritual paradise, the glory of virgins, from whom
God was incarnate and became a Child, our God before the ages. He made your body into a throne, and
your womb He made more spacious than the heavens. All of creation rejoices in you, O Full of Grace. Glory
to you!

COMMUNION HYMN The light of Your countenance is signed upon us, O Lord. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Alleluia! (Psalm 4:6)

INSTEAD OF “WE HAVE SEEN THE TRUE LIGHT”:
Tone 1 O Lord, save Your people, / and bless Your inheritance! / Grant victories to the Orthodox Christians
/ over their adversaries; / and by virtue of Your Cross, // preserve Your habitation!
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CANDLE INTENTIONS FOR THE HEALTH AND BLESSINGS OF

My Bother-in-law, Chip Chapman Bill Economou
My Cousin, Fancie Gogas Bill Economou
Dennis and Alex Lena Bakousidis

Fr. Don, Fr. Paul, Fr. Anthony, Fr. Robert, Milica, Calvin, Joan, Peggy,

Bob, Angelo, Christine, Irene, Allen, Deborah, Luba, Les, Bosa, Jeanette,

Ted, Kathryn, David, Dennis, all the parishioners of St. Nicholas, my family

And friend Joe Tome
Special Intention Joe Tome

CANDLE INTENTIONS FOR THE BLESSED REPOSE OF

My Loving Husband Nicholas, I miss you Sweetheart (8 yrs) Connie Maxim
Gerry Batcos; beloved Husband, Father & Grandfather (7 yrs on March 19th) His Family
Anastasia Halu$¢ak Butrie (March 15, 1963) her family

WELCOME to all our friends and visitors and those joining us via our YouTube channel: St Nicholas
Orthodox Church Burton. If at the time of the divine services you cannot access the livestream, please check
out St. Mary Magdalene Church, St George Church or Dormition Monastery.

Mar 15 CANDLESTAND: Christine Panoff HOURS: Angelo READER: Katherine
Mar 22 CANDLESTAND: Ian & Stephanie P. HOURS: Madison READER: Staci

PLEASE JOIN US for our coffee social in the fellowship hall after the Liturgy in memory of Nicholas
Maxim (8 years) given by his wife, Connie Maxim.

2026 PLEDGE CARDS If you haven’t already done so, please return your pledge card so the parish council
can budget accordingly. To be a voting parishioner of St. Nicholas Church you must receive Confession and
Communion within the past year and return a signed pledge card even if you don’t enter a pledge amount

VISIT FROM SLOVAKIA God-willing, Saturday evening and Sunday, March 14 & 15 Fr Martin Halik, a
Czech priest who ministers in Slovakia, will be visiting our parish together with his wife Matushka
Michaela and their four children. Fr Martin works among the Roma population in Slovakia. He will make a
presentation on his work on Sunday, March 15. A second collection will be taken up today to support the
ministry to the Roma in Slovakia.

MEMORY ETERNAL Melissa Parmer fell asleep in the Lord on Thursday, March 5. She is the mother of
parishioner Sebastion Hager. You may read her obituary here:

https:/ /www.plumbsmithfh.com/obituary/melissa-parmer

Mary Jane Cox fell asleep in the Lord on Saturday, March 7. She is the mother of parishioner Vickie
Borkovich. You may read her obituary here: https:/ /www.atchleyfuneralhome.com/obituaries/ Mary-Jane-
Cox?0bld=47501285

May the Lord receive Melissa and Mary into His kingdom and the light of His face shine upon them. Please
remember them in your prayers and also their families that the Lord comfort them in their grief. Memory
eternal! Christ is risen! God forgives!

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Today Church School - David/Goliath (elementary) David/Jonathan (high school)

Presentation by Fr Martin on his ministry in Slovakia in the fellowship hall

No class for inquirers, catechumens, neophytes
If you were not at Tuesday’s class please read pages 8 - 26.Your Life Will Be Hung Before Your Eyes -
Meanings of Our Life in Orthodox Liturgy. Copies are available at the kiosk.

Monday, March 16 Communion calls then Fr Matthew goes to Archbishop Alexander’s

Tuesday, March 17 Fr Matthew returns from Archbishop Alexander’s
6:30 pm Google Meet inquirers, catechumens, neophytes class with Fr Matthew



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC59tV-Re443z-GCoETAUvfA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC59tV-Re443z-GCoETAUvfA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClHAqZrWkXdYELujbbIslHg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpLWfxMIJK4uQOV41ekE6Wg/videos?view=2&flow=grid
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3z4Gp5OYPGhWYOxm-GlVnA
https://www.plumbsmithfh.com/obituary/melissa-parmer
https://www.atchleyfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Mary-Jane-Cox?obId=47501285
https://www.atchleyfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Mary-Jane-Cox?obId=47501285
https://orthodoxsundayschool.org/old-testament/6-9-years-old/david-goliath
https://orthodoxsundayschool.org/old-testament/high-school/david-and-jonathon

Wednesday, March 18
10 am lenten Hours
6 pm pan-Orthodox Liturgy at St Mary Magdalene Church
Please fast from 12 noon for the receiving of Holy Communion
Please, please bring a lenten dish to share!

Friday, March 20
No Presanctified (please note this change in schedule)

5 pm light lenten meal at Assumption Church

6 pm Salutations at Assumption Church

7 pm Fr Barnanas Powell - pan-Orthodox lenten retreat at Assumption Church
Saturday, March 21

8:30 am light lenten breakfast at Assumption Church

9:30 am continuation of pan-Orthodox lenten retreat

4:30 pm Trisagion for Souls” Saturday

5 pm Vespers Confessions

Sunday, March 22  4th Sunday of the Great Fast/ St John of The Ladder

9:30 am Third & Sixth Hours
10 am Divine Liturgy
Church School - David/Jonathan (elementary) David (high school)
Offerings for the week March 8, 2026
Weekly Tithes & Offerings $ 1,831.00 56 persons in attendance on March 1
Estimated Average Weekly Expenses $ 4,380.00
$ -2,549.00

ELDER AIMILIANOS SIMONOPETRITIS "We don't tell the truth straight out. The other person can't
bear this. A husband, for example, returns from work, and finds that his wife has done something wrong.
Then the husband berates her: 'You've made a mistake! That's the truth, and it should be told!' But this is
not the truth. It isn't love. It's merely self-centeredness. It means that you don't love your wife, whom
you embrace every day, since now you give her a blow to the head and to the heart: how can you
reconcile these things? The same applies to the wife with her husband, the abbot with the novice, the
novice with the abbot, brother with brother." (The Church at Prayer, pp 79-80, Sebastian Press, Indiktos,
2012)



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lW__K-TkzAM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lW__K-TkzAM
https://orthodoxsundayschool.org/old-testament/6-9-years-old/david-and-jonathon
https://orthodoxsundayschool.org/old-testament/high-school/david-later-life
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