
 
Welcome! We are honored that you have joined us in our celebration of the Lord’s resurrection this day.  

If you are a first-time visitor to our parish, we invite you to sign our guest book in the vestibule. If 
you have a question, a prayer request, or any need, please speak with Fr. Matthew, Deacon Luke, or with 
one of the ushers. 

For our friends present with us who are not Orthodox Christians, please note that we have specific 
disciplines regarding receiving Communion. We ask that you refrain from going to Communion until you 
have spoken with Fr. Matthew after the Liturgy and understand our discipline and piety regarding this 
sacrament and its implication for responsibility towards and membership in the Orthodox Church. The 
bread offered at the end of the service is available to all. 

If you are an Orthodox Christian from another parish who has prepared in accordance with your 
discipline, and have a blessing from your home priest to do so, we invite and encourage you to partake of 
Holy Communion. Again, welcome!  
 

SUNDAY, JUNE 6, 2021 6th SUNDAY OF PASCHA—5.Man. Blind Man. Ven. Bessarion, 
Wonderworker of Egypt (4th-5th c.). Ven. Hilarion the New, Abbot of the Dalmatian Monastery (845). 
St. Jonah, Bishop of Perm (1470). Ven. Paísii, Abbot of Uglich (1504). Ven. Jonah, Abbot of Klimetzk 
(1534). Virgin Martyrs Archelais, Thekla, and Susanna, at Salerno (293). 
 

FIRST ANTIPHON 
Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth! Sing of His name, give glory to His praise! Through the prayers 
of the Theotokos, O Savior save us! 
 

Say to God: How awesome are Thy deeds! So great is Thy power that Thy enemies cringe before Thee! 
Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior save us! 
 

Let all the earth worship Thee and praise Thee! Let it praise Thy name, O Most High! Through the 
prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior save us! 
 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior save us! 
 

SECOND ANTIPHON 
God be bountiful to us and bless us! Show the light of Thy countenance upon us and have mercy on us! O 
Son of God who arose from the dead, save us who sing to Thee: Alleluia! 
 

That we may know Thy way upon the earth, and Thy salvation among all nations! O Son of God who 
arose from the dead, save us who sing to Thee: Alleluia! 
 

Let the people give thanks to Thee, O God! Let all the people give thanks to Thee! O Son of God who 
arose from the dead, save us who sing to Thee: Alleluia! 
 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
Only-begotten Son and immortal Word of God, Who for our salvation didst will to be incarnate of the 
holy Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, Who without change became man and wast crucified, O Christ our 
God, trampling down death by death, Who art one of the Holy Trinity, glorified with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit:  save us! 
 

THIRD ANTIPHON 
Let God arise, let His enemies be scattered; let those who hate Him flee from before His face. Troparion: 

Christ is risen from the dead... 
 

As smoke vanishes so let them vanish; as wax melts before the fire. 
Troparion: Christ is risen from the dead… 
 

So the sinners will perish before the face of God; but let the righteous be glad.  Troparion: Christ is risen 
from the dead... 
 

This is the day which the Lord has made!  Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  Troparion: Christ is risen from 
the dead... 
 

 
 

June 6, 2021 

St. Nicholas Orthodox Church 
Diocese of Toledo - Orthodox Church in America •2143 S. Center Rd, Burton, MI 48519 

Served by: Fr. Matthew-Peter Butrie – Rector, mobile: 810-247-4265 & Protodeacon Kerry Luke Gonser 

Website: www.saintnicholasburton.org  Church: 810-744-0070 e-mail: stnicholasburtonmi@gmail.com 
 

http://www.saintnicholasburton.org/
mailto:stnicholasburtonmi@gmail.com


TROPARIA 
(Tone 5) Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the Word, / co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit, / 
born for our salvation from the Virgin; / for He willed to be lifted up on the Cross in the flesh, / to endure 
death, / and to raise the dead // by His glorious Resurrection. 
(Tone 4) In truth you were revealed to your flock as a rule of faith, a model of meekness, and teacher of 
abstinence, so you won the heights by humility, and riches by poverty, O Holy Father Nicholas, intercede 
with Christ God to save our souls. 
 

KONTAKION 
(Tone 8) Thou didst descend into the tomb, O Immortal; Thou didst destroy the power of Death. In 
victory didst Thou arise, O Christ God, proclaiming Rejoice!” to the myrrhbearing women, granting peace 
to Thy apostles, and bestowing resurrection on the fallen. 
 

The Prokeimenon in the Eighth Tone: Pray and make your vows / before the Lord our God! 
v. In Judah God is known; His name is great in Israel. 
 

THE READING FROM THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES (16:16-34) In those days, as we were going to the 
place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit of divination and brought her owners much 
gain by soothsaying. She followed Paul and us, crying, “These men are servants of the Most High God, 
who proclaim to you the way of salvation.”  And this she did for many days. But Paul was annoyed, and 
turned and said to the spirit, “I charge you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came 
out that very hour. But when her owners saw that their hope of gain was gone, they seized Paul and Silas 
and dragged them into the market place before the rulers; and when they had brought them to the 
magistrates they said, “These men are Jews and they are disturbing our city. They advocate customs 
which it is not lawful for us Romans to accept or practice.” The crowd joined in attacking them; and the 
magistrates tore the garments off them and gave orders to beat them with rods. And when they had 
inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them into prison, charging the jailer to keep them safely. 
Having received this charge, he put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. But 
about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening 
to them, and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken; 
and immediately all the doors were opened and every one’s fetters were unfastened. When the jailer woke 
and saw that the prison doors were open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, supposing that 
the prisoners had escaped. But Paul cried with a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” 
And he called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas, and 
brought them out and said, “Men, what must I do to be saved?” And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, 
and you will be saved, you and your household.” And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all 
that were in his house. And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their wounds, and he 
was baptized at once, with all his family. Then he brought them up into his house, and set food before 
them; and he rejoiced with all his household that he had believed in God. 
 

Alleluia, Tone 8 
v. Look upon me and have mercy on me! v. Direct my steps according to Your word! 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN (9:1-38) At that time, as Jesus passed by, he saw a man 
blind from his birth. And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was 
born blind?” Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God 
might be made manifest in him. We must work the works of him who sent me, while it is day; night 
comes, when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” As he said this, 
he spat on the ground and made clay of the spittle and anointed the man’s eyes with the clay, saying to 
him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing. 
The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar, said, “Is not this the man who used to sit 
and beg?” Some said, “It is he”; others said, “No, but he is like him.” He said, “I am the man.”  They said 
to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made clay and anointed 
my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash’; so I went and washed and received my sight.” They 
said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” They brought to the Pharisees the man who had 
formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes. The 
Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put clay on my eyes, 
and I washed, and I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the 
sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” There was a division among 
them. So they again said to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?” 
He said, “He is a prophet.” The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, 
until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight, and asked them, “Is this your son, 
who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is 
our son, and that he was born blind; but how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened 
his eyes. Ask him; he is of age, he will speak for himself.” His parents said this because they feared the 
Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if any one should confess him to be Christ, he was to be put out 



of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is of age, ask him.” So for the second time they called 
the man who had been blind, and said to him, “Give God the praise; we know that this man is a sinner.” 
He answered, “Whether he is a sinner, I do not know; one thing I know, that though I was blind, now I 
see.” They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have 
told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you too want to 
become his disciples?” And they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 
We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” The 
man answered, “Why, this is a marvel! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my 
eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if any one is a worshiper of God and does his will, 
God listens to him. Never since the world began has it been heard that any one opened the eyes of a man 
born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born in 
utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him out. Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and 
having found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I 
may believe in him?” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who speaks to you.” He said, 
“Lord, I believe”; and he worshiped him. 
 

THE HYMN TO THE THEOTOKOS 
The Angel cried to the Lady full of grace: Rejoice, O Pure Virgin! Again I say: Rejoice! Your Son is risen 
from His three days in the tomb! With Himself He has raised all the dead! Rejoice, all ye people! Shine! 
Shine! O New Jerusalem! The Glory of the Lord has shone on you! Exult now and be glad, O Zion! Be 
radiant, O Pure Theotokos, in the Resurrection of your Son! 
 

COMMUNION HYMN Receive the Body of Christ; taste the fountain of immortality!  Alleluia, Alleluia, 
Alleluia. 
 

IN PLACE OF “WE HAVE SEEN THE TRUE LIGHT…” Christ is risen from the dead... 
 

Christ is risen!  Indeed He is risen!  Christos voskrese!  Voistinnu voskrese! (Slavonic) 
Christos anesti!  Alithos anesti! (Greek)     Al Maseeya kam!  Hakkan kam! (Arabic) 

Hristos vaskrese!  Voistinnu vaskrese! (Serbian) Hristos a înviat!  Adeverat a înviat! (Romanian) 
 

“The soul has to make a choice, and the outcome will either break it into pieces or enable it to sail to 
its destination in God. And the choice comes down to this: Will the soul accept or reject suffering? Will it 
make this suffering its own, or struggle against it, seeing it as something alien to itself? 

…If he chooses to accept his suffering, he must embrace it with the wholeness of his life; he must 
discover and accept the proper relation to his suffering. If he can do this, he will have transformed his 
suffering so that in the end his only reality will be God. But if he continues to resist his suffering, refusing 
to find his salvation in it, his anguish will continue unabated. 

The question is ultimately this: Will he offer himself as a voluntary sacrifice to the will of God? 
…He must accept as his own will, as his own desire, the will of God for his life. If this happens, he will 
cease being anxious about his sufferings, for he will see that they too are the signs and tokens of God’s 
presence. 

It follows from this that the [soul’s] salvation hinges on a single decision, namely, the acceptance or 
rejection of his suffering. To the extent that he struggles against his suffering, seeking to disown and reject 
it, his agony will only intensify. The avoidance of suffering serves only to increase suffering in a vicious 
cycle that never ends. 

If, on the other hand, he chooses to entrust himself to God, and so recognize in his suffering God’s 
mercy and love; if he is able to see his suffering as proof of God’s love for him, then he will undergo 
another, greater experience that will shake him to the core of his being. 

Just when he thinks his life is about to end, that he is about to breathe his last, he will feel, not 
simply an upward surge into new life, but deep within himself the presence of the “long-lived seed” 
mentioned in the Prophet Isaiah: 

“It was the will of the Lord to bruise him; He has put him to grief; yet when he makes himself an 
offering for sin, he shall see his offspring, a long-lived seed, and the will of the Lord shall prosper in his 
hand; he shall see the fruit of his suffering of his soul and be satisfied” (Isaiah 53:10). 

Spiritual health is not found in the avoidance of suffering, but in its joyful acceptance. The [soul’s] 
dilemma lies precisely in whether or not he will accept his sufferings or reject them, which is another way 
of saying that the choice he needs to make is whether to accept or deny God. 

Elder Aimilianos, Psalms and the Life of Faith, p. 100-102. 
 

The holy Gospel according to John 20:11-18 (8th Matins Gospel) 
But Mary stood outside by the tomb weeping, and as she wept she stooped down and looked into the 
tomb. And she saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and the other at the feet, where the body of 
Jesus had lain. Then they said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “Because they 
have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid Him.” Now when she had said this, 
she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, and did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, 



“Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” She, supposing Him to be the gardener, said to 
Him, “Sir, if You have carried Him away, tell me where You have laid Him, and I will take Him away.” 
Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to Him, “Rabboni!” (which is to say, Teacher). Jesus said to 
her, “Do not cling to Me, for I have not yet ascended to My Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, 
‘I am ascending to My Father and your Father, and to My God and your God.’ Mary Magdalene came and 
told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that He had spoken these things to her. 
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CANDLE INTENTIONS FOR THE HEALTH AND BLESSINGS OF  

Alana, Izzy & Andy   Alana Bakousidis 
God’s blessings for Olivia Panoff on her graduation from middle school Baba & Dedo 
God’s blessings & good health to all our grandkids during summer vacation Baba & Dedo 
Fr. Tom, Fr. Don, Fr. Paul, Fr. Anthony, Fr. Robert, Aaron, Milica, Calvin,   

Angelo, Joan, Peggy, Bob, Angelo, Christine, Dorothy, Irene, Allen, Deborah, 
Luba, Kosta, Stojan, Mira, Bosa, Christopher, Allison, Jeanette, Kathryn, David,  
Taras, Joseph, Ted, Marlene, Gladys, all the parishioners of St. Nicholas, my  
family and friends. Joe Tome 
Special Intention Joe Tome 

   

CANDLE INTENTIONS FOR BLESSED REPOSE 
Adrienne Pam Pitlanish 
Nikolaos Bakousidis (2 yrs.) His family 
Blessed Repose to our grandsons Andrew & Matthew  Baba & Dedo 
 

 
 

CHRIST IS RISEN!  INDEED HE IS RISEN!  WELCOME to all our friends and visitors.  Welcome to 
everyone joining us via our YouTube channel: St Nicholas Orthodox Church Burton. If at the time of the 
divine services you cannot access the livestream, please check out St. Mary Magdalene Church  St George 
Church Assumption Church or Dormition Monastery for their livestreams.  
 

UPDATED DIRECTIVES FROM ARCHBISHOP ALEXANDER The Archbishop's new guidance 
permits parishes to discontinue his previous directives on June 1, where permitted by the civil authorities.  
Beginning with services this weekend, wearing of face masks is optional and physical distancing is no 
longer required.  You may wear a face mask but wearing one is no longer mandatory.  For those who 
wish to continue physical distancing at this time, the balcony and two pews at the back are reserved for 
that purpose. 
 

PARISH COUNCIL meets on Tuesday June 8th at 6:30 pm.  This is an in-person meeting.  Please notify the 
office if you are unable to attend. 
 

MACEDONIAN OPEN GOLF SCRAMBLE will be held this year on Monday, June 21 at the Flint Elks 
Golf Club. Fliers are in the narthex, fellowship hall, and posted on the bulletin board. Everyone is 
encouraged to help out in any way they can. There are many sponsorship opportunities for Families and 
individuals who would like to support the event, from signs wishing “good luck” to signs “in memory” of 
a loved one. A sign sponsorship is a great advertising opportunity for any business. Whether it’s for your 
business or one that you frequent, we encourage everyone to participate in getting new sign sponsors this 
year.  
If you have any questions or know of someone who would like to help, please contact Angelo Panoff 
(angelo.panoff@stifel.com or 810-249-6031), Christine Panoff (capanoff@umflint.edu or 810-232-4868), 
Linda Branoff (branoff721@aol.com or 810-964-3654), George Branoff (george.branoff27@frontier.com or 
810-252-5395) or Chris Nedanis (cned77@gmail.com or 810-877-0889).  
 

HOW CAN I HELP? I DON’T GOLF.   
 Donate money for prizes-any amount you can give would be very much appreciated to offset the 

cost of buying prizes.   
 Donate a gift card-we are looking for gift cards to give as prizes in the amount of $20 or $25 similar 

to these: Visa gift cards, Meijer, Dunham’s, Gas Cards, Restaurant cards, or any establishment you 
frequent.   

 Donate a prize-donate a prize, whether it’s golf related or not; or ask a business you frequent to 
make a donation (such as a gift card).  

 Join us for dinner. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC59tV-Re443z-GCoETAUvfA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClHAqZrWkXdYELujbbIslHg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpLWfxMIJK4uQOV41ekE6Wg/videos?view=2&flow=grid
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpLWfxMIJK4uQOV41ekE6Wg/videos?view=2&flow=grid
https://www.facebook.com/AssumptionGrandBlanc/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3z4Gp5OYPGhWYOxm-GlVnA


MEMORY ETERNAL – CHRIST IS RISEN!  Vasiliki Tsvetcoff Karatza fell asleep in the Lord on Sunday 
evening, May 30 at Regency at Grand Blanc. She is the widow of Lazaros Karatza. She was preceded in 
death by her three children, Tula (John) Nastos, Sophie (Evangelos) Stavridis, and Alex Karatza and great-
grandaughter Sophie Tula Stravridis. She is survived by grandchildren Teddy (Jessica) Stavridis, Tom 
(Zoe) Stavridis, Victoria Karatza, and Nicholas Karatza, daughter-in-law Louise Karatza.  Also great-
grandchildren, Larry Stavridis, Angelo Stavridis. Visitation and funeral were held at church on Thursday, 
June 3 with burial at Evergreen Cemetery.  Christ God, risen from the dead, grant His handmaiden 
Vasiliki rest in the light of His Face. God sustain her family by His grace. Bog da prosti!  Christos anesti!  
Christ is risen! 
 
COFFEE & DONUTS Everyone is welcome to join us in the parish hall after Liturgy. If you would like to 
volunteer to help serve or sponsor the coffee & donuts there is a signup sheet next to the kitchen window. 
Help is always appreciated!  
 
RUMMAGE SALE June 11 – 12 with set-up on June 10 & clean-up on June 14 – persons to help are            
needed. There is a sign-up sheet for volunteers in the narthex. 
 
MAKE YOUR FAITHFUL GIVING EASY AND CONVENIENT WITH GIVELIFY  
Go to the website and on the home page click on the box Give now with Givelify which will walk you 
through the donation process; this is a secure site. (2.9% + $0.30 of your donation goes to Givelify as a fee). 
If you do not wish to donate online, you may write a check to St. Nicholas Orthodox Church and send 
it to the parish address: 2143 S Center Rd, Burton, MI 48519. 
 
OFFICE HOURS are Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9 – 3.  
 
CANDLE INTENTION REQUESTS can be emailed to the office at stnicholasburtonmi@gmail.com or 
called in. 
 
WEEKLY SCHEDULE: 
  

Monday, June 7 Father in Toledo 
 
Tuesday, June 8  
 10 am 9 day memorial for Vasiliki Karatza at Evergreen Cemetery 
 6:30 pm Parish Council Meeting 
 7 pm OCA online church school 
 
Wednesday, June 9 LEAVETAKING OF PASCHA 
 9:30 am Divine Liturgy, Leavetaking of Pascha – streaming on our YouTube channel 

 11:15 am Adult education – kontakion on the Resurrection by St. Romanos the Melodist 
 6 pm Pan-Orthodox Vespers at St. Mary Magdalene 
 
Thursday, June 10 ASCENSION OF OUR LORD 
 10 am Pan-Orthodox Divine Liturgy at our church – streaming on our YouTube channel 

 10 am Set up for rummage sale 

 

Friday, June 11 
 10 am-5 pm Rummage Sale 

    
Saturday, June 12 

 10 am-3 pm Rummage Sale 

 5 pm Great Vespers – streaming on our YouTube channel 

  

Sunday, June 13 COUNCIL FATHERS 
 9:30 am Hours 

 10 am Divine Liturgy – streaming on our YouTube channel 

 
 

 Offerings for the week May 30th, 2021 54 persons in attendance on May 30th       
 
 
 
 

Weekly Offerings     $  1,199.77   
Estimated Average Weekly Expenses    $  3,104.00 

    $ -1,904.23 

http://www.saintnicholasburton.org/
https://www.givelify.com/givenow/1.0/Mzc5MTg=/selection
mailto:stnicholasburtonmi@gmail.com
https://www.oca.org/ocs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rrl8WLzYNEw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xfvpxNuu6QA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xJkWPYbr32w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I9b80Ns5hbI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=egJetxsTGV4

