
 
Welcome! We are honored that you have joined us in our celebration of the Lord’s resurrection this day.  

If you are a first-time visitor to our parish, we invite you to sign our guest book in the narthex. If you 
have a question, a prayer request, or any need, please speak with Fr. Matthew, Deacon Luke, or with one of 
the ushers. 

Holy Communion—for Orthodox Christians (those received into the Orthodox Church through 
baptism or chrismation), please note that there are specific disciplines regarding receiving Communion — 
fasting from midnight (unless you need to take medication) and recent Confession.  If you are an Orthodox 
Christian from another parish who has prepared in accordance with your discipline, and have a blessing 
from your home priest to do so, we invite and encourage you to partake of Holy Communion 

For our visitors who are not Orthodox Christian: we welcome you to this celebration of the Divine 
Liturgy.  Unfortunately we cannot extend to you a general invitation to receive Holy Communion.  The 
Eucharist is an action of the celebrating community signifying a oneness in faith, life, and worship of our 
community. Reception of the Eucharist by Christians not fully united with us would imply a oneness which 
does not yet exist, but for which we must all pray. All, however, are welcome to partake of the blessed bread 
(antidoron) which will be given when coming forward to receive the final blessing from the priest at the 
conclusion of the Liturgy.  Again, welcome!  
 
SUNDAY, JUNE 28, 2026 4th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 3. Translation of the Relics of the 
holy and wonderworking Unmercenaries Cyrus and John (412). Ven. Xenophon, Abbot of Robeika 
(Novgorod—1262). Ven. Sergius and Herman, Wonderworkers of Valaam (ca. 1353). St. Paul, Physician of 
Corinth. Icon of the Mother of God “Of the Three Hands” (8th c.). Hieromartyr Basil (1918). Holy Martyr 
Pappias (4th c.). 
 

TROPARIA 
Tone 3 Let the heavens rejoice!  Let the earth be glad!  For the Lord has shown strength with 
His arm.  He has trampled down death by death.  He has become the first born of the dead.  
He has delivered us from the depths of hell, and has granted to the world // great mercy. 
Tone 4 In truth you were revealed to you flock as a rule of faith, a model of meekness, and 
teacher of abstinence, so you won the heights by humility, and riches by poverty, O Holy 
Father Nicholas, intercede with Christ God to save our souls. 
 

KONTAKION 
Tone 6 Protection of Christians never failing, Mediatress before the Creator, ever constant.  
Do not despise the voice of prayer of sinners, but in your goodness come to help us who 
faithfully call upon you.  Hasten to entreat, hurry to pray, O Theotokos, interceding always 
for those honor you. 
 

The prokeimenon in the third tone: Sing praises to our God, sing praises; / Sing praises to 
our King, sing praises! (Psalm 46:6) v. Clap your hands, all you people, shout to God 
with loud songs of joy. (Psalm 46:1) 
 

June 28, 2026 
St. Nicholas Orthodox Church 

Diocese of Toledo - Orthodox Church in America •2143 S. Center Rd, Burton, MI 48519 
Served by: Fr. Matthew-Peter Butrie – Rector, mobile: 810-247-4265 & Protodeacon Kerry Luke Gonser 

Website: www.saintnicholasburton.org  Church: 810-744-0070 e-mail: stnicholasburtonmi@gmail.com 
 

http://www.saintnicholasburton.org/
mailto:stnicholasburtonmi@gmail.com


THE READING FROM THE EPISTLE OF THE HOLY APOSTLE PAUL TO THE 
ROMANS (6:18-23) Brethren: having been set free from sin, you became slaves of 
righteousness. I speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you 
presented your members as slaves of uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to more 
lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves of righteousness for holiness. For when 
you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. What fruit did you have 
then in the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. But 
now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have your fruit to 
holiness, and the end, everlasting life. For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

Alleluia, Tone 3 v. In You, O Lord, I hoped, let me not be put to shame to the age. (Psalm 30:1) 

v. Become for me a God who shields, and a house of refuge to save me. (Psalm 30:3) 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW (8:5-13)  At that time as Jesus entered 
Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him, beseeching him and saying, “Lord, my 
servant is lying paralyzed at home, in terrible distress.”  And he said to him, “I will come 
and heal him.”  But the centurion answered him, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you come 
under my roof; but only say the word, and my servant will be healed.  For I am a man under 
authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to another,  
‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”  When Jesus heard him, he 
marveled, and said to those who followed him, “Truly, I say to you, not even in Israel have I 
found such faith.  I tell you, many will come from east and west and sit at table with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, while the sons of the kingdom will be 
thrown into the outer darkness; there men will weep and gnash their teeth.”  And to the 
centurion Jesus said, “Go; be it done for you as you have believed.”  And the servant was 
healed at that very moment. 
 

COMMUNION HYMN Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest!  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! (Psalm 147:1) 
 

The holy Gospel according to Luke 24:1-12 (4th Matins Gospel) 
Now on the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they, and certain other women with them, 
came to the tomb bringing the spices which they had prepared.  But they found the stone rolled away from 
the tomb.  Then they went in and did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.  And it happened, as they were 
greatly perplexed about this, that behold, two men stood by them in shining garments.  Then, as they were 
afraid and bowed their faces to the earth, they said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead?  
He is not here, but is risen! Remember how He spoke to you when He was still in Galilee, saying, ‘The Son 
of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.’  And 
they remembered His words.  Then they returned from the tomb and told all these things to the eleven and 
to all the rest.  It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them, 
who told these things to the apostles.  And their words seemed to them like idle tales, and they did not 
believe them.  But Peter arose and ran to the tomb; and stooping down, he saw the linen cloths lying by 
themselves; and he departed, marveling to himself at what had happened. 
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CANDLE INTENTIONS FOR THE HEALTH AND BLESSINGS OF  
Fr. Don, Fr. Paul, Fr. Anthony, Fr. Robert, Milica, Calvin, Joan, Peggy, 
Bob, Angelo, Christine, Irene, Allen, Deborah, Luba, Les, Bosa, Jeanette, 
Ted, Kathryn, David, Dennis, all the parishioners of St. Nicholas, 
my family and friend  Joe Tome 
Special Intention   Joe Tome 
Esther Butrie Kubena & special intention   her family 
Helen Popoff   Kathy Condon 
All the fathers here at St. Nicholas   Bill Economou 
Birthday blessings for Godson Barry Andrew   Dcn. Kerry & Kathy 
Health blessings for Angela, Ryder, Randy, Madison & Jonothan   Dcn. Kerry & Kathy 
Cindy Branoff   Eileen & Dennis 
Helen Popoff   Kathy & Elva 
CANDLE INTENTIONS FOR THE BLESSED REPOSE OF 
Elaine Gingras Bartlett (April 18, 2026) – Matushka Lisa’s mother   her family 
Angelo Popoff   Kathy & Elva 
My father Milton Economou   Bill Economou 

 
WELCOME to all our friends and visitors and those joining us via our YouTube channel:  St Nicholas 
Orthodox Church Burton. If at the time of the divine services you cannot access the livestream, please check 
out St. Mary Magdalene Church,  St George Church or Dormition Monastery. 
 

June 28 CANDLESTAND: Ian & Stephanie P. HOURS: Phil  READER: Madison 
July 05 CANDLESTAND: Dennis Goodman HOURS: Barry  READER: Katherine 
 

CATECHUMENS after the third and sixth hours the following will be made catechumens: Megan 
McCaffrey and Basil; Randy, Angela, and Ryder Wansedel.  Please remember in prayer all fourteen of our 
catechumens: Calum, Rebekah, Faith, Isla, Nathanael, Scott, Jacob, Willow, John-Paul, Megan, Basil, Angela, 
Randy, Ryder. 
 

LIBRARY PROJECT We are reorganizing the library. This will include removing outdated items and 
adding new books. If you would like to donate your time or resources, please contact Staci Shank (269-352-
4309). If there are particular books or authors you would like to see in the library, let us know as we are 
going to start a wish list. 
 

LAWN MOWING & PLANT WATERING there are sign-up sheets in the fellowship hall for lawn 
mowing and plant watering. We need your help to keep our grounds as beautiful as they are! 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! pan-Orthodox softball game at St John Catholic School field in Fenton on 
Sunday, July 12 at 3 pm. 
 

THE MACEDONIAN OPEN COMMITTEE would like to THANK everyone who helped make this year's 
event a success.  Whether you golfed, joined us for dinner, volunteered, sponsored a sign, donated a prize, 
gift card or cash, please know how much we appreciate your support.  All proceeds from the outing will 
benefit the Church through our Capital Improvement Fund. This event would not be a success year after 
year without your support!" 
 

ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES on Wednesday mornings are on summer break.   
 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE Today   12:15 pm catechesis class 
 

Monday, June 29 SAINTS PETER & PAUL 
10 am pan-Orthodox Liturgy at our church Communion Calls 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC59tV-Re443z-GCoETAUvfA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC59tV-Re443z-GCoETAUvfA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClHAqZrWkXdYELujbbIslHg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpLWfxMIJK4uQOV41ekE6Wg/videos?view=2&flow=grid
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3z4Gp5OYPGhWYOxm-GlVnA


Tues., June 30 to Wed. July 1  Father with Archbishop Alexander 
 

Wednesday, July 1 No Liturgy No adult education class 
6:30 pm Google Meet catechesis https://meet.google.com/oyr-hohi-phv  
 

Thursday, July 2 
9 am to 12:30 pm we serve at the North End Soup Kitchen 
 

Saturday, July 4 
5 pm  Vespers – Confessions 
 

Sunday, July 5 
9:30 am third & sixth hours 
10 am  Divine Liturgy 
12:15 pm catechesis class 
 

Offerings for the week June 21, 2026  
95 persons in attendance on Sunday, June 21 
 
 

Elder Aimilianos Naked man is something tragically diminished in his being. He is nothing and has only 
the consciousness of his nakedness, only the awareness of his sin, only the knowledge that he is a sinner, 
and this does not mean that I say things like, “I am a sinner” or “I must go to confession,” but it is rather an 
existential situation in which the soul is much more profoundly aware of its sin. Any soul can go to 
confession, read spiritual books, pray much, and shed copious tears, but all of that can take place without 
the sense of sin that we are describing here. 

Why do we so often choose to conceal ourselves and cover things up? For the simple reason that it is 
a terrible thing for us to realize we are nothing. Do you know what it means to go from thinking that you 
are special and important, from being respected publicly, from thinking that you’ve done great things, from 
being talented, wonderful, good-looking, charming, and I don’t know what else besides, going to 
recognizing that, on the contrary, you are naked and of no consequence whatsoever? It requires strength to 
accept that, a lot of strength, and yet we can’t even accept the slightest blemish that we might have, or any 
fault, failure, error, or sin that we may have committed, without covering it up, like with a lie, and then 
covering up that lie with a second one, and the second with a third. A person may conceal his or her 
nakedness by means of an inferiority complex, by acts of aggression, by self-justification, by donning 
various masks, and by many other means. 

Let me give you an example. It will be one taken from external experience, because I can’t tell you 
anything else, that would be too much and too deep. Your professor asks you a question in class, and all the 
other students make fun of you because you don’t know the answer. You get up, you leave school and go 
straight home, you stand in front of the mirror, fix yourself up, and put on your make-up, even though there 
is no one there to see you. But there, in front of the mirror all by yourself, with that self which is everything 
to you, you can assure yourself that I, whom they made fun of, am beautiful. In this way, I seek to regain my 
balance, to compensate for the weakness exposed by my teacher and my classmates. At such a moment 
when I am in front of the mirror, I am not standing there in my nakedness, in my inability to answer 
questions, but instead I am standing on what I believe are my good qualities, such as my beauty, be it 
genuine or the artificial effect of make-up. And such beauty may be physical, emotional, intellectual, or even 
spiritual, as we are now in the habit of saying, but it makes no difference. Whatever it is, it’s a substitute for 
my nakedness. 

Such strategies of denial also involve concealment from myself. What does that mean? It means that 
even though I am naked; I live as though I were not, and thus I lead a double life. Or I may refuse to grow 
and progress, as though I weren’t naked at all. And this is something much more terrible, for it is the 
rejection of reality, and such a rejection can only have tragic consequences for me. Life is full of people like 
that.    Elder Aimilianos of Simonopetra, The Way of the Spirit. Reflections on Life in God (Athens: Indiktos, 2009), pp 7, 8, 9-10 

Weekly Tithes & Offerings     $     1,516.00 
Estimated Average Weekly Expenses    $     4,380.00 
    $    -2,864.00      
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