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“May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you.”
St. Jude 1:1

JUNE 2019
THIRD KNEELING PRAYER OF PENTECOST
O everflowing Fountain of life and light, creative power coeternal with the Father, Who has most excellently
fulfilled the whole divine plan of the salvation of mankind, Christ our God, who burst the indestructible
bonds of death and the bolts of hell, and has trampled down the multitude of evil spirits; who offered
yourself as a blameless victim, giving your immaculate body as a sacrifice, unblemished and inviolate of all
sin, and through that fearful and indescribable act of sacrifice, bestowed eternal life upon us; who
descended into hell and broke down its eternal bars, showing forth the way up to those who sat in the lower
world; who with allurements of divine wisdom, enticed the author of evil, the dragon of the abyss, and with
cords of gloom bound him in hell and in unquenchable fire, and you confined him in outer darkness by your
infinite might, you who are the greatly glorified wisdom of the Father, manifested yourself as a great Helper
to the oppressed, and enlightened those that sat in darkness and in the shadow of death, you Lord of eternal
glory and beloved Son of the Father most high, Light everlasting of Light everlasting, Sun of righteousness:
Hear us who pray to you, and give rest to the souls of your servants, our fathers and mothers and brothers
and sisters, who have fallen asleep before us, and our other kinsmen after the flesh, and all your own who
are in the faith, of whom we now make memorial, for in you is the power over all, and in you hand you hold
all the ends of the earth. Almighty Master, God of the fathers and Lord of mercies, Maker of the race of
mortals and immortals, and of every nature of man, of that which is brought together and again put
asunder, of life and of the end of life, of sojourning here and of translation there, who measures the years of
life and set the times of death, who brings down to hell and raises up, binding in infirmity and releasing to
power, dispensing present things according to need, and ordering those to come as is expedient, quickening
with the hope of resurrection those that are smitten with the sting of death. Yourself, O Master of all, God
our Savior, the hope of all the ends of the earth and of those that are far off upon the sea, who on this last
and great and saving day of Pentecost, showed forth to us the mystery of the Holy Trinity, consubstantial
and coeternal, undivided and unmingled, and poured out the descent and presence of your holy and lifecreating Spirit in the form of tongues of fire, upon your holy Apostles, appointing them to be the Evangelists
of our pious faith, and showing them to be confessors and preachers of the true theology; who also on this
all perfect and saving feast, deigns to receive oblations and supplications for those bound in hell, and grants
to us the great hope that respite and comfort will be sent down from you to the fallen asleep from the grief
that binds them. Hear us, your humble and piteous ones who pray, and give rest to the souls of your
servants who have fallen asleep before us, in a place of light, in a place of refreshment, in a place of repose,
whence all sickness, sorrow, and sighing are fled away; and do you place their souls in the tabernacle of the
righteous, and make them worthy of peace and repose. For the dead praise you not, neither do those in hell
dare to offer you confession, but we, the living, bless you, and implore you, and offer them propitiatory
prayers and sacrifices for their souls. For you are the repose of our souls and bodies, and to you do we send
up glory, to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and to the ages of ages. Amin.

FROM FATHER’S DESK
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ: Christ is among us!
For farmers and anyone who plants a garden at home, we all know that those delicious vegetables or
flowers we enjoy come from a seed. Some smaller than the head of a pin. God created that tiny, tiny seed with
everything it needs to bring forth life. Genes and DNA are such in that seed that it contains within it all the
possibility of a seedling, a full grown plant, flower and fruit. But the seed is dormant, in a way, asleep, not able
to realize the fullness of its potential on its own. The seed needs fertile earth. It needs light to germinate and
the heat of the sun to burst forth as a small seedling that doesn’t look like it can become much of anything. But
with plenty of water and careful weeding, removal of pests and treatments for disease, that plant grows and
flourishes. Eventually it puts forth buds that open so that bees can pollinate them and those flower petals fall to
reveal the fruit that begins to grow. And with much patience and labor, that little seed has gone from a tiny
speck to a full grown plant filled with fruit that itself is filled with seed, with the potential for new life.
In a certain way, each of us is like a seed. Christ has fashioned and formed us so that from the moment
of our conception, everything needed for our physical development, from heart, to lungs to brain is present
within us. Physically we need the time in our mother’s womb to develop to the point where we are born into
the world, able to breathe and live as individuals. Great care is given to us as we grow up or grew up, the
shelter of a home, the nourishment of good food, the fellowship of our family and friends which helps form us
into the persons we are and are becoming every day.
Yet we are more than only our body. We are spirits who have been enfleshed. God has breathed into us
life and created us with a special place for Himself not outside of us but within us, in the depths of our heart.
We fulfill God’s plan for us, we become what He hopes we will be, through the Holy Spirit whose descent upon
the Holy Disciples and Apostles we celebrate on Pentecost. It is the Holy Spirit alive in us Who allows us to
grow according to God’s plan for us. The Spirit of God is the flowing water, the light and the heat that
transforms us from being seeds, mere children of nature, to become children of God, each of us sons and
daughters of our heavenly Father and therefore spiritual brothers and sisters to our Lord Jesus Christ.
The day of Pentecost for each of us is the day of our baptism when we entered the temple bearing the
spark of the divine image within us yet only as children of the earth. When we were washed in the blessed
water and anointed with the Holy Chrism we were given a new life, a life beyond this world, where the kingdom
of God dwells within us and the Spirit of God Himself took each of us as His Temple, set apart for Him to fill
us, to guide us and lead us to the fullness of life.
For us to grow in the Holy Spirit, for the Holy Spirit to dwell ever more deeply in us asks something of
us. As our gardens need us to water and weed and care, our life in the Holy Spirit is one of turning away from
sin, holding our tongue instead of cutting with sharp words, praying for someone enslaved to sin rather than
judging them, and listening to the person who is in pain rather than avoiding them. These are only a very few
of the ways we open ourselves more deeply to the Holy Spirit within us. These are the fruits of the Spirit at
work in us. The Holy Spirit is given to us as a gift that we may bear fruit, that we may have life and life to the
full. Let us invite the Spirit of God ever more deeply into our lives through our acts of forgiveness, of
compassion, of mercy and of love, by our prayer, our fasting and almsgiving that we may share the fullness of
life in God with those around us, both near and far, that the communion with the Father and the Son and the
Holy Spirit we enjoy here on earth may be perfected in its fullness in the age to come.
With love in Christ,
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SISTERS OF ST. ELISABETH CONVENT OF MINSK, BELARUS will give a small presentation June 5 th at
St. Nicholas, following the Divine Liturgy (No Adult Ed.). They will share how they serve the community as well
as displaying religious items that are made in the Convent that will be for sale. They will also be at St. Mary
Magdalene on June 5 at 6 pm.
THE PARISH COUNCIL will meet on June 11 @ 6:30 pm. All information for the meeting will be emailed.
Please call or email the parish office (810-744-0070) if you are unable to attend this meeting.
MEMORY ETERNAL! CHRIST IS RISEN! JoAnn Havens fell asleep in the Lord on Saturday, May 11th. She
is the sister of Subdeacon Johnny Kantor. The funeral was May 17th & she was buried in Evergreen Cemetery.
Christ grant her rest among the saints in the light of his face. Bog da prosti! Christ is risen!
MEMORY ETERNAL! CHRIST IS RISEN! John Goodman, fell asleep in the Lord on Wednesday, May 22.
John is the husband of Rose, father of Michael, Stephen and Dennis (wife Eileen) & sister-in-law of Dorothy
Goodman. His funeral was Monday, May 27th. He will be buried in Great Lakes National Cemetery. Christ
grant him rest among the saints in the light of his face. Bog da prosti! Christ is risen!
GIVING MADE EASIER! You can now donate to St. Nicholas with an app on
your phone & as always, on our website. You can donate toward any fund even
coffee hour. If you want to split a donation between different areas just include a
memo indicating how you would like the funds applied. The app’s name is Givelify
and is easy to download & use. The instructions are posted here.
AUTOMATIC GIVING is another option offered by most banks & credit unions
using their automatic bill payment service. You can set it up so they send a check
from your account to St. Nicholas for the amount you designate. This can be a
done one time, weekly or monthly. Just call or go online with your banking
institution to get the form you need.

KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS Remember to sign up for
Community Rewards online at Kroger.com or go to the customer
service desk in the store. They send a check to St. Nicholas for a
portion of everything participants spend in their stores.

CHARITY MINISTRIES
HOPE IN A BOX is collecting laundry soap for June. Place the items in the Blue Box in the hall. Catholic
Charities Community Closet will distribute the items.
FOOD DRIVE Place non-perishable food items in the other blue box in the hall.
CATHOLIC CHARITIES is in need of new or gently used towels, sheets & comforters as well as toiletries
and other personal needs items. The Community Closet is located at 517 E. Fifth Ave., in downtown Flint.
For more information call 810-265-7025
NORTH END SOUP KITCHEN We serve Thursday, June 6th from 9 am to 1 pm. Please use the sign-up
sheet at the candle stand to volunteer.

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES!
Jacob Abu-Aita, son of Mary Abu-Aita, graduated from Oakland University. He will continue his studies at
Logan University School of Chiropractic Medicine this fall.
Kristina Adkisson is graduating from Butler Sr. High School with honors. She is planning on attending Kent
State University in Ohio in the fall. Kristina’s parents are Tammy & Russell Adkisson & grandparents are
Fanny & John Popoff.
Bogdan Beslach, son of Milica Beslach & grandson of Janja Beslach is graduating from Swartz Creek High
School. He will be entering the Air Force immediately after graduation.
Taras-Michael Butrie, son of Matushka Lisa & Fr. Matthew Butrie is graduating from Grand Blanc High
School with High Honors. Taras will be attending Iowa State University, where he will study Aerospace
Engineering.
From Fr. Matthew & Matushka Lisa:
In lieu of an Open House, we invite everyone to join us for the Coffee Hour after the Divine Liturgy on June 9 th.
Christopher Panoff received a Masters of Business Administration from the The University of Chicago Booth
School of Business. He is the son of Angelo and Christine Panoff.
Avery Panoff is graduating with honors from Vandegrift High School in Austin, Texas. She will be attending
Texas A & M in the fall. Avery is the daughter of Michael and Janice Panoff and the granddaughter of Angelo
and Christine Panoff.
Samanth L. Kilbourne is graduating from Clarkston High School with honors. She will be attending Grand
Valley State University in the fall. Samantha’s grandparents are Matt & Marianna Kilbourne and Alex &
Menka Nedanis.
CHURCH SCHOOL CORNER
SAVE THE DATES:
June 17th, 18th & 19th : Vacation Church School @ St. Nicholas
6:00 pm – 8:30 pm

CLOSE OF 2018-2019 CHURCH SCHOOL YEAR is Sunday, June 2. Thank you to our teachers:
Deborah Gonser-Adams, Jennifer Shann, Stephanie Price and Gabriel Paul for their generous gift
of time and dedication to our students!

Pan-Orthodox Vacation Church School
Please see this month’s flyer.
Invite your children/grandchildren/godchildren!
Volunteers Needed: snacks, crafts, teachers, etc…
Listen for announcements for details!

June
Coffee Hour Volunteers
2

Connie Maxim/Bob & Cathy Steiner

9

The Butrie Family

PANORTHODOX SOFTBALL GAME Mid July. Date &
location to be announced.

16

Father’s Day

23

Rose Goodman

PARISH PICNIC Sunday, August 18th.

30

RUMMAGE SALE in August. you can start bringing in
items to donate now. Please make sure they are clean & in
good working order. You can put them in the foyer at the
side door of the parish hall.

MACEDONIAN OPEN GOLF SCRAMBLE The 39th Macedonian Open Golf Scramble will be held this year
on Monday, June 17 at the Flint Elks Golf Club. Once again that is the Monday after Father’s Day and would
make a great Father’s Day gift.
Everyone is encouraged to help out in any way they can. There are many sponsorship opportunities for
Families and individuals who would like to support the event, from signs wishing “good luck” to signs “in
memory” of a loved one. A sign sponsorship is a great advertising opportunity for any business. Whether it’s
for your business or one that you frequent, we encourage everyone to participate in getting new sign sponsors
this year.
The Macedonian Open is our biggest fundraiser and we are hoping for an even bigger and better turnout this
year. If you have any questions or know of someone who would like to help, please contact Angelo Panoff
(angelo.panoff@stifel.com or 810-249-6031), Christine Panoff (capanoff@umflint.edu or 810-232-4868), Linda
Branoff (branoff721@aol.com or 810-964-3654), George Branoff (george.branoff27@frontier.com or 810-2525395) or Chris Nedanis (cned77@gmail.com or 810-877-0889).
HOW CAN I HELP? I DON’T GOLF.
 Donate money for prizes-any amount you can give would be very much appreciated to offset the cost of
buying prizes.
 Donate a gift card-we are looking for gift cards to give as prizes in the amount of $20 or $25 similar to
these: Visa gift cards, Meijer, Dunham’s, Gas Cards, Restaurant cards, or any establishment you
frequent.
 Donate a prize-donate a prize, whether it’s golf related or not; or ask a business you frequent to make a
donation (such as a gift card).
 Join us for dinner.

Pilgrimages to Alaska to mark double anniversaries in 2020
SYOSSET, NY [OCA] The year 2020 marks the 50th anniversaries
of the granting of Autocephaly and the Glorification of Saint
Herman of Alaska. To mark these historic occasions, a number of
pilgrimages to Alaska are being planned by the dioceses of the
Orthodox Church in America. His Eminence, Archbishop Benjamin
of San Francisco and the West will lead the first pilgrimage, which
will take place June 7-14, 2020. Pilgrims will depart Seattle by cruise ship for Alaska, where they will visit a
variety of Orthodox Christian historic sites with stops in Sitka, Ketchikan and Juneau. On board educational
talks will highlight the Church’s historical roots in Alaska within the context of the anniversary
celebrations. Reservations are now being accepted online. Similar 2020 pilgrimages will be sponsored by the
Romanian Episcopate [June 17-23]; the Dioceses of the South and New England and the Albanian Archdiocese
[July 1-7]; the Archdiocese of Western Pennsylvania and the Bulgarian Diocese [July 8-14]; and the Diocese of
the Midwest [August 19-25]. Further information is available from Culturally Creative Travel.
SAVE THE DATE: SIXTH PARISH FORUM TO BE HELD IN CANONSBURG, PA JULY 11-13
The Orthodox Church in America’s Archdiocese of Western Pennsylvania, Diocese of the
Midwest and Bulgarian Diocese will cosponsor the Sixth Parish Development Forum at Saint John the Baptist
Church, Canonsburg, PA July 11-13 2019. The conference, open to clergy and laity alike, is designed to
establish mutually supportive relationships among participants, explore the challenges facing parishes in North
America, and encourage dialogue about life in healthy, vibrant Orthodox parishes. “This year’s theme will be
‘Strengthening Our Witness to the Community: Growing and Sharing Our Faith, Welcoming Others,’ said
Priest Stephen Frase, the Forum’s clergy cochairperson. Registration will be online only and will open May 15.
To maintain an atmosphere of fellowship and dialogue among attendees, registration will be limited to 60
participants. Sessions will begin at 3:00 p.m. on Thursday July 11 and conclude at noon on Saturday, July 13. A
block of rooms has been reserved at a local hotel. The $100.00 per person registration fee will include meals,
breaks, a hospitality reception and Forum materials. Attendees from the OCA’s Bulgarian Diocese, the
Archdiocese of Western Pennsylvania and the Diocese of the Midwest are eligible for full tuition rebates and
grants to assist with travel costs. According to Mr. Kormos, many other OCA dioceses offer scholarships to
small parishes desiring to send attendees. Additional information will be posted as it becomes available.
ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN PRISON MINISTRY
The Hierarchs of The Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United States of America have
approved the sixth Sunday of Pascha, Sunday, June 2nd, of this year, to be Prison Ministry Awarenenss
Sunday in all Orthodox parishes of North America.
“Let there always be a preponderance of mercy within you, even though you don’t feel such mercy in
yourself as God has for the world. A cruel and merciless heart is never purified. A merciful man is the
doctor of his own soul because as a strong wind from his heart, he drives of the darkness of the passions.”
(St. Isaac the Syrian, Homilies, 41)
May God help each of us find that level of mercy within us when it comes to people in prison. No matter
what crime they may have committed, they are still human beings made in the image and likeness of God
Himself. It is possible to hate the crime but to love the criminal. OCPM needs all our help to bring the
mercy, forgiveness, and love of Christ to these precious souls. The Holy Orthodox Church, through OCPM,
offers both hope and healing to those living in such darkness.
Please remember “these the least of my brethren” by assisting OCPM with this vital ministry, not forgetting
that “the very essence of the person is the image of God, and this remains in him despite every
disfigurement” (St. John of Kronstadt). Please give generously to this ministry.
ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN PRISON MINISTRY
PO Box 1597
New York, NY 10025
Web: http://www.theocpm.org

JUNE BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES, & NAMESDAYS
BIRTHDAYS

NAMESDAYS

2 Dakota Selmi
Michael Serra
4 John Todorovsky
5 Dennis Jernigan
6 Kate Stevens
Michael Chevalier
8 Adam George
Elijah George
11 Angelo Panoff
14 Joshua Brucksch
15 Jonathan Sfetkides
20 Eileen Branoff
21 Dennis Goodman
22 Izis Helal
Luke Borkovich
24 Joshua Vuckovich
27 Ralph Neely

3
11
14
21
27
29

Paula Zelenko
Calvin (Barnabas) Conrad
Nancy Nevena Tasevski
Julius Chevalier
Jennifer Shann (St. Joanna)
Brandon Paul Conover
Colin Paul Panoff
Paul Brayan
Paul Ellis
Paul Panoff
Paul Yosheff
Peter Biggs
Peter Branoff
Peter Economou
Peter Samaras
Peter Sredich
Petro Ahejew

ANNIVERSARIES
2
4
8
10
12
23

Angelo & Christine Panoff (1968)
Joe & Susan Oginsky (1983)
Paul & Luba Yosheff (1975)
Deacon Kerry & Kathy Gonser (1990)
Paul & Olesya Childs (2018)
Gabriel & Suzanne Paul (2018)
Jim & Sandra Grossi (1974)

If your name is missing or has the incorrect
information in the birthday, anniversary or namesday
list please call the office: (810) 744-0070

VISITATION TO THE SICK Fr. Matthew brings Holy Communion to the shut-ins on Mondays. If you would
like to be added to this list, please contact the office. Presently, those receiving weekly visits are: Helen
Ashmun, Paul Ellis, Rose Goodman & Fred Oginsky. Monthly Fr. Matthew visits Larry Bladecki (Bay City),
Peter and Olga Samaras (Caro).
DAILY INTERCESSION FOR OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND
The following are our brothers and sisters of St. Nicholas who are currently homebound, suffering from
chronic illness, in recovery or in need of special prayers. Please remember them in your prayers and reach out
to them with a card, a phone call or a visit! Please call the office to schedule a visit for Holy Communion.
Larry Bladecki
Deacon John Bocek
Anna Branoff
Linda Branoff

Gladys Edwards
Paul Ellis
Bill Haw
Mary Karayanis

Nick Karayanis
Macy Lemmen
Fred Oginsky
Ron Salhany

Olga Samaras
Peter Samaras
Bill Tadrick
Wendy Tadrick

To aid in your outreach, here is a listing of the addresses and phone numbers of our Homebound:
Helen Ashmun
Larry Bladecki
Nick & Marge Butrie
Gladys Edwards
Paul Ellis
Pete & Olga Samaras

4436 Beecher Rd.
409 15th Street
30 E. Bertsch St. #12
2 Harbor Dr.
2360 Stonebridge Dr.
1285 Cleaver Rd.

Flint, MI 48532
Bay City, MI 48708
Lansford, PA 18232
St. Clair, MO 63077
Flint, MI 48532
Caro, MI 48723

(989) 673-0821

DO YOU STILL WANT
TO RECEIVE THIS
NEWSLETTER? IF NOT
PLEASE CALL OR
EMAIL THE OFFICE TO
BE TAKEN OFF OF THE
MAILING LIST.

$36.00 Single Space
for 6 months
$50.00 Double Space
for 6 months
$65.00 Triple Space
for 6 months

St. Nicholas Orthodox Church
2143 S. Center Rd.
Burton, MI 48519
810-744-0070
Email: stnicholasburtonmi@gmail.com Website: www.saintnicholasburton.org

JUNE 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

Fast
Dairy Permitted (no meat)

5 pm Vespers

Wine & Oil Permitted (no meat)
Fish Permitted (no other meat)
2

Blind Man

3

4

9:30 Third Hour
10 am Divine Liturgy
Church School End
of Year Program
9

Council Fathers

9:30 Hours
10 am Divine Liturgy

5
Father in Toledo

10

11

12
Holy Apostles
Bartholomew &
Barnabas
6:30 pm Parish
Council

Communion Calls in
Bay City & Caro

Leave-taking of Pascha

9:30 am Divine Liturgy
11 St. Elisabeth Convent
visit
6 pm Vespers & Liturgy for
Ascension at St. George
6 pm Compline at St. Mary
Magdalene, St Elisabeth
Convent visit

6 Ascension of our Lord

7

13

No Vespers

14

24
APOSTLES’ FAST
BEGINS
Nativity of St. John
the Baptist
9:30 am Divine
Liturgy

25
Cedar Point trip with
St. Mary Magdalen

15
Memorial Saturday
4:45 pm Trisagion for
the fallen asleep
5 pm Vespers

9:30 am Divine Liturgy
11:15 am Adult Ed
Office Closed

16
Pentecost
17
No Fast 18
No Fast 19
No Fast 20
No Fast 21
Father
in
Toledo
M
ACEDONIAN
O
PEN
9:30 Hours
9:30 am Divine Liturgy
AT FLINT ELKS CLUB
10 am Divine Liturgy
11:15 am Adult Ed
12:30 pm Vespers
Pan-Orthodox Vacation Church School 6 pm to 8:30 pm
Office Closed
with Kneeling Prayers
23 All Saints
9:30 Hours
10 am Divine Liturgy
30
9:30 Third Hour
10 am Divine Liturgy

8

10 am Liturgy at St
Mary Magdalene
9:am to 12:30 pm
North End Soup
Kitchen
Office Closed

26

27

28

No Divine Liturgy
No Adult Ed
Office Closed

No Fast 22

No Fast
5 pm Vespers

29 Ss. Peter & Paul
10 am Pan-Orthodox
Liturgy at St Mary
Magdalene
5 pm Vespers

St. Nicholas Orthodox Church
2143 S. Center Rd.
Burton, MI 48519
810-744-0070
Email: stnicholasburtonmi@gmail.com Website: www.saintnicholasburton.org

JULY 2019
Sun

Mon
1

Tue
2

Wed
3

Thu
4

Fri
5

Sat
6

St. Athanasius of Athos

No Liturgy
No Adult Ed

5 pm Vespers
Thank you to all
those who serve!

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

Office Closed
9:30 am Hours
10 am Divine Liturgy

14

No Liturgy
No Adult Ed

15

16

17

9:30 am Hours
10 am Divine Liturgy

5 pm Vespers

Sixth Parish Forum at St. John the Baptist –
Canonsburg, PA – July 11, 12, and 13
18

19

20

9:30 am Liturgy
No Adult Ed

10 am Liturgy
5 pm Vespers

Office Closed
21

22

23

24

9:30 am Hours
10 am Divine Liturgy
Blessing of Vehicles

St. Elias

25

26
St Jacob of Alaska

9:30 am Liturgy
No Adult Ed

27
5 pm Vespers

Office Closed
28
9:30 am Hours
10 am Divine Liturgy

29

30

31

Fast
9:30 am Liturgy
No Adult Ed

Dairy Permitted (no meat)
Wine & Oil Permitted (no meat)
Fish Permitted (no other meat)

