
 

Welcome! We are honored that you have joined us in our celebration of the Lord’s resurrection this day.  
If you are a first-time visitor to our parish, we invite you to sign our guest book in the narthex. If you have a 

question, a prayer request, or any need, please speak with Fr. Matthew, Deacon Luke, or with one of the ushers. 
Holy Communion—for Orthodox Christians (those received into the Orthodox Church through baptism or 

chrismation), please note that there are specific disciplines regarding receiving Communion — fasting from midnight 
(unless you need to take medication) and recent Confession.  If you are an Orthodox Christian from another parish 
who has prepared in accordance with your discipline, and have a blessing from your home priest to do so, we invite 
and encourage you to partake of Holy Communion 

For our visitors who are not Orthodox Christian: we welcome you to this celebration of the Divine Liturgy.  
Unfortunately we cannot extend to you a general invitation to receive Holy Communion.  The Eucharist is an action of 
the celebrating community signifying a oneness in faith, life, and worship of our community. Reception of the 
Eucharist by Christians not fully united with us would imply a oneness which does not yet exist, but for which we 
must all pray. All, however, are welcome to partake of the blessed bread (antidoron) which will be given when 
coming forward to receive the final blessing from the priest at the conclusion of the Liturgy.  Again, welcome!  

SUNDAY, JUNE 15, 2025 1ST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - Tone 8.  All Saints. "Seven Arrows". Prophet Amos (8th c. B.C.). 
St. Jonah, Metropolitan of Moscow (1461). Martyrs Modestus, Crescentia, and Vitus, at Lucania (ca. 303). 
Martyr Dulas of Cilicia (4th c.). St. Dulas, Passionbearer of Egypt. St. Jerome (Hieronymus) of Stridon 
(420). Translation of the Relics of St. Theodore the Sykeote (ca. 9th c.). Rt. Blv. Lazarus, Prince of Serbia 
(1389). St. Ephraim, Patriarch of Serbia (14th c.). Bl. Augustine, Bishop of Hippo (430). “Marianica” Icon 
of the Mother of God. St. Theophanes of the Roslavl Forests (Russia—1819). 

TROPARIA 
Tone 8 You descended from on high, O Merciful One! You accepted the three day burial to free us from our 
sufferings!//O Lord, our Life and Resurrection, glory to You! 
Tone 4 As with fine porphyry and royal purple, Your Church has been adorned with Your martyrs’ blood 
shed throughout all the world. She cries to You, O Christ God: “Send down Your bounties on Your 
people,// grant peace to Your habitation and great mercy to our souls!” 
Tone 4 In truth you were revealed to your flock as a rule of faith, a model of meekness, and teacher of 
abstinence, so you won the heights by humility, and riches by poverty, O Holy Father Nicholas, intercede 
with Christ God to save our souls. 
 
KONTAKION 
Tone 8 The universe offers You the God-bearing Martyrs as the first fruits of creation, O Lord and Creator. 
By their prayers keep Your Church, Your habitation, in abiding peace // through the Theotokos, O most 
Merciful One! 
 
The prokeimenon in the eighth tone: Pray and make your vows / before the Lord our God! (Psalm 75:10a) 

v. God is known in Judea, in Israel great is his name. (Psalm 75:1) 

 
THE READING FROM THE EPISTLE OF THE HOLY APOSTLE PAUL TO THE HEBREWS (11:33-12:2) 
Brethren: all the saints through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, received promises, stopped the 
mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, 
became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead by resurrection. Some were 
tortured, refusing to accept release, that they might rise again to a better life. Others suffered mocking and 
scourging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed 
with the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated - of whom the 
world was not worthy - wandering over deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And all 
these, though well attested by their faith, did not receive what was promised, since God had foreseen 
something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect. Therefore, since we are 
surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so 
closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to the pioneer and perfecter of 
our faith – Jesus. 
 

Alleluia, Tone 4 
v: The Lord is near the ones shattered of heart, and the humble in spirit he will save. (Psalm 33:18) 

v: Many — the afflictions of the righteous, but from them all the Lord will deliver them. (Psalm 33:20) 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW (10:32-33, 37-38; 19:27-30) At that time, Jesus said to 
His disciples: “So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father 
who is in heaven; but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven. 
He who loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and he who loves son or daughter more 
than me is not worthy of me; and he who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me.” Then 
Peter said in reply, “Lo, we have left everything and followed you. What then shall we have?” Jesus said to 
them, “Truly, I say to you, in the new world, when the Son of man shall sit on his glorious throne, you who 
have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And every one who has 
left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or lands, for my name's sake, will receive a 
hundredfold, and inherit eternal life. But many that are first will be last, and the last first.” 
 
COMMUNION HYMN 
Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous!  Praise befits the just! (Psalm 32:1)  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
SYNAXIS OF ALL SAINTS – THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
The Sunday following Pentecost is dedicated to All Saints, both those who are known to us, and those who 
are known only to God. There have been saints at all times, and they have come from every corner of the 
earth. They were Apostles, Martyrs, Prophets, Hierarchs, Monastics, and Righteous, yet all were perfected 
by the same Holy Spirit. 

The Descent of the Holy Spirit makes it possible for us to rise above our fallen state and to attain 
sainthood, thereby fulfilling God’s directive to “be holy, for I am holy” (Lev. 11:44, 1 Peter 1:16, etc.). 
Therefore, it is fitting to commemorate All Saints on the first Sunday after Pentecost. 
This feast may have originated at an early date, perhaps as a celebration of all martyrs, then it was 
broadened to include all men and women who had borne witness to Christ by their virtuous lives, even if 
they did not shed their blood for Him. 

Saint Peter of Damascus, in his “Fourth Stage of Contemplation,” mentions five categories of saints: 
Apostles, Martyrs, Prophets, Hierarchs, and Monastic Saints (Philokalia [in English] Vol. 3, p.131). He is 
actually quoting from the Octoechos, Tone 2 for Saturday Matins, kathisma after the first stichology. 

Saint Nicodemus of the Holy Mountain (July 14) adds the Righteous to Saint Peter’s five categories. 
The list of Saint Nicodemus is found in his book The Fourteen Epistles Of St Paul (Venice, 1819, p. 384) in his 
discussion of I Corinthians 12:28. 

The hymnology for the feast of All Saints also lists six categories: “Rejoice, assembly of the Apostles, 
Prophets of the Lord, loyal choirs of the Martyrs, divine Hierarchs, Monastic Fathers, and the Righteous....” 

Some of the saints are described as Confessors, a category which does not appear in the above lists. 
Since they are similar in spirit to the martyrs, they are regarded as belonging to the category of Martyrs. 
They were not put to death as the Martyrs were, but they boldly confessed Christ and came close to being 
executed for their faith. Saint Maximus the Confessor (January 21) is such a saint. 

The order of these six types of saints seems to be based on their importance to the Church. The 
Apostles are listed first, because they were the first to spread the Gospel throughout the world. 

The Martyrs come next because of their example of courage in professing their faith before the 
enemies and persecutors of the Church, which encouraged other Christians to remain faithful to Christ even 
unto death. 

Although they come first chronologically, the Prophets are listed after the Apostles and Martyrs. This 
is because the Old Testament Prophets saw only the shadows of things to come, whereas the Apostles and 
Martyrs experienced them firsthand. The New Testament also takes precedence over the Old Testament. 

The holy Bishops comprise the fourth category. They are the leaders of their flocks, teaching them by 
their word and their example. 

The Monastic Saints are those who withdrew from this world to live in monasteries, or in seclusion. 
They did not do this out of hatred for the world, but in order to devote themselves to unceasing prayer, and 
to do battle against the power of the demons. Although some people erroneously believe that monks and 
nuns are useless and unproductive, Saint John Climacus had a high regard for them: “Angels are a light for 
monks, and the monastic life is a light for all men” (Ladder, Step 26:31). 

The last category, the Righteous, are those who attained holiness of life while living “in the world.” 
Examples include Abraham and his wife Sarah, Job, Saints Joachim and Anna, Saint Joseph the Betrothed, 
Saint Juliana of Lazarevo, and others. 

The feast of All Saints achieved great prominence in the ninth century, in the reign of the Byzantine 
Emperor Leo VI the Wise (886-911). His wife, the Holy Empress Theophano (December 16) lived in the 
world, but was not attached to worldly things. She was a great benefactor to the poor, and was generous to 
the monasteries. She was a true mother to her subjects, caring for widows and orphans, and consoling the 
sorrowful. 

Even before the death of Saint Theophano in 893 or 894, her husband started to build a church, 
intending to dedicate it to Theophano, but she forbade him to do so. It was this emperor who decreed that 
the Sunday after Pentecost be dedicated to All Saints. Believing that his wife was one of the righteous, he 
knew that she would also be honored whenever the Feast of All Saints was celebrated. from www.oca.org  
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CANDLE INTENTIONS FOR THE HEALTH AND BLESSINGS OF  
Alina, Mykola, Vlad, Ulia, Kirill & Serei Lucy Hogg 
Fr. Don, Fr. Paul, Fr. Anthony, Fr. Robert, Milica, Calvin, Joan, Peggy, Bob,  

Angelo, Christine, Irene, Allen, Deborah, Luba, Les, Bosa, Jeanette, Ted, 
Kathryn, David, all the parishioners of St. Nicholas, my family and  
friends Joe Tome 

Special Intention Joe Tome 

 

 
 
WELCOME to all our friends and visitors and those joining us via our YouTube channel:  St Nicholas 
Orthodox Church Burton. If at the time of the divine services you cannot access the livestream, please check 
out St. Mary Magdalene Church,  St George Church or Dormition Monastery. 
 
June  15    CANDLESTAND: Christine Panoff     HOURS: Staci Shank             READER: Angelo Panoff  
June  22    CANDLESTAND: Ian & Stephanie     HOURS: Madison Green       READER: Barry Cavett 

 
COFFEE SOCIAL Please join us after Liturgy in the fellowship hall. Everyone is welcome. 

 
FAMILY GAME NIGHT June 21 after Vespers. Bring your favorite game to share. Dinner & drinks will be 
provided; a free will offering taken. Contact Stephanie Price @ 248-396-3899 if you have any questions. 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED to water the flowers outside! There is a new signup sheet in the parish hall. If you 
already had signed up please do so again on the new sheet.  
 
MACEDONIAN OPEN  is Monday, June 16th at the Flint Elks Golf Club. IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO HELP. 

 Donate money for prizes - any amount you can give would be very much appreciated. 
 Volunteer to help at the outing. 
 Join us for dinner. 

If you have any questions contact: Christine Panoff, Linda Branoff, Chris Nedanis, Philip Bakousidis, Peter 
Branoff, or George Branoff. The Macedonian Open is our biggest fundraiser and we encourage everyone to 
participate in some way. 
 
HELP NEEDED on the church grounds. 3 or 4 people to help in the following areas: 

• sealing the joints in the parking lot  
• pavilion needs painting to be completed 
• clean-up of the pavilion  

Please contact Dennis to help at 810-908-3631. 
  
VISIT TO HOLY DORMITION MONASTERY on Saturday, June 28 beginning with Divine Liturgy at 8:45 
am.  This visit is for our catechumens and inquirers and any faithful who would like to attend.  We will 
receive a tour of the monastery church and grounds following the Liturgy and luncheon. Mother Abbess 
Gabriella asks for a count of how many will attend.  Please call the church office at 810-744-0070 or e-
mail stnicholasburtonmi@gmail.com with the number of persons attending.  Also, we will offer a monetary 
gift to the monastery for the hospitality we receive. There is a sign-up sheet in the parish hall. 
 

GIVE TO THE CHURCH THROUGH GIVELIFY Go to our website www.saintnicholasburton.org and 
click on the box Give now with Givelify; this is a secure site. (2.9% + $0.30 of your donation goes to Givelify 
as a fee). *Please consider adding a little extra to your donation to cover the fee we are charged. If you do 
not wish to donate online, you may write a check to St. Nicholas Orthodox Church and send it to the parish 
address: 2143 S Center Rd, Burton, MI 48519.  
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

INQUIRERS’/CATECHUMENS’ CLASS led by Deacon Luke after the Divine Liturgy. Feel free to join 
in and let other inquirers know about these classes introducing the Orthodox faith. The class meets in the 
library. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION CLASS is on hiatus until September. 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC59tV-Re443z-GCoETAUvfA
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PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE endowment report: Christopher J. Rodriguez of Stifel sent an email to Sharon 
Jernigan, one of the signers on the account, concerning possibly moving half the account to diversified stock 
exposure and the other half to generate higher income.  vision plan: we finish our second quarter at the end 
of this month.  An assistant choir director trainee has been identified, two catechists-in-training began 
classes, we need a substitute church school teacher and additional church school teacher, we have five 
catechumens, four inquirers who plan to become catechumens, five additional inquirers for the 
Church.  Fifteen children in church school presently when all the children are present.  We need media 
ministry persons (turning on and off the livestream, posting on Facebook, possibly creating an Instagram 
account).  Please see Stephanie Price to help with church school or media ministry.  We need assistants in 
maintenance ministry.  Please see Christopher Taylor if you are interested this ministry.  Youth 
ministry/Church school: pan-Orthodox vacation church school we are hosting on Saturday, August 
9.  outreach: Family Game Night is Saturday, June 21 - pizza.  fundraising: $1,100 from the rib dinner on 
June 1 to go towards the band for the August 17 picnic.  charity ministries: North End Soup Kitchen is 
Thursday, July 3 from 9 am to 12:30 pm.  maintenance: we need sealing the joints in the parking lot, pavilion 
needs painting to be completed, clean-up of the pavilion for the picnic.  old business: August picnic: Sharon 
Jernigan and Staci Schank will serve as chairpersons.  We need an additional chairperson.  Lamb and 
chicken are on the menu (not čevapi).  Pre-sale for dinners only.  We need donations for lambs.  There will 
be a sign-up sheet to choose spots to help.  new business: We need people for the Diocesan Conference 
committee.  Connie Maxim and Matushka Lisa will be on the committee. We need more people: to greet 
delegates at the hotel on Friday, October 10, assist with the hospitality at the church and our fellowship hall 
on October 11 & 12.  We now have PayPal to receive donations in addition to Givelify.  Givelify - example 
for a $150 donation the church receives $145.35 the rest are fees to Givelify.  Fees totalled almost $400 from 
January to May.  
 

We have inquirers who need godparents: Levi & Mia Johnson, Jeff & Jeffrey Muma.  Male catechumens 
need a godfather, female catechumens need a godmother.  If you would like to be a godparent, please see 
Father Matthew. 
 
COMMUNITY GARDEN St. Nicholas has started a community garden. Anyone interested in participating 
or would like to donate towards it please contact Christopher Taylor (810-252-2255) or Staci Shank (269-352-
4309).  
 

OFFICE HOURS  are Monday, Wednesday & Friday from 9-3. 
 
 
WEEKLY SCHEDULE: 

Monday, June 16 Apostles’ Fast begins 

 Macedonian Open at Flint Elks Club in Grand Blanc 
  
Wednesday, June 18  

9:30 am Divine Liturgy  
 Fr. leaves for Archbishop Alexander’s in the afternoon 
 

Thursday, June 19 Fr. with Archbishop Alexander 
 11 am Diocesan spiritual council meeting at Archbishop Alexander’s residence 
 

Saturday, June 21 
5 pm  Vespers - live-streamed 
 Family Game Night 

 

Sunday, June 22 ALL SAINTS OF NORTH AMERICA 
9:30 am             Hours-live-streamed 

10 am             Divine Liturgy-live-streamed 
 40 day Memorial for Allison Borkovich 
 Parish council Fundraising Meeting 

     
Offerings for the week June 8, 2025  

 77 persons in attendance on June 8 
 
 

Weekly Tithes & Offerings     $   3,098.22 
Estimated Average Weekly Expenses    $   4,380.00 

    $  -1,281.78 
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