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SUNDAY, JULY 26, 2020 7th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 6. Martyr Paraskeva of Rome (2nd
c.). The Repose of St. Jacob (Netsvetov), Enlightener of the Peoples of Alaska (1864). Hieromartyr Hermolaus
and Martyrs Hermippus and Hermocrates at Nicomedia (ca. 305). Ven. Moses the Hungarian, of the Kiev
Caves (Near Caves—ca. 1043). Ven. Gerontius of St. Anne Skete (Mt. Athos). The “EMVOLON” Icon of the
Most-holy Theotokos in Constantinople.
TROPARIA
(Tone 6) The angelic powers were at Thy tomb the guards became as dead men. Mary stood by Thy grave, seeking
Thy most pure Body. Thou didst capture hell, not being tempted by it. Thou didst come to the Virgin, granting life. O
Lord who didst rise from the dead: glory to Thee!
(Tone 1) Your diligence corresponded to your name, Paraskeva, which denotes preparedness. Through faith you
inherited the promised dwelling that was prepared for you, O prize-winning Martyr. Therefore you pour out cures
and healings, and you intercede on behalf of our souls.
(Tone 4) Righteous Father Jacob, adornment of Atka and the Yukon delta, offspring of Russian America, flower of
brotherly unity, healer of sickness, and terror of demons, you offered yourself as a living sacrifice to bring light to a
searching people. Pray to Christ God that our souls may be saved.
(Tone 4) In truth you were revealed to your flock as a rule of faith, a model of meekness, and teacher of abstinence,
so you won the heights by humility, and riches by poverty, O Holy Father Nicholas, intercede with Christ God to
save our souls.
KONTAKION
(Tone 6) Protection of Christians never failing, Mediatress before the Creator, ever constant. Do not despise the
voice of prayer of sinners, but in your goodness come to help us who faithfully call upon you. Hasten to entreat,
hurry to pray, O Theotokos, interceding always for those honor you.
The Prokeimenon in the Fourth Tone: God is wondrous in His saints / the God of Israel.
v: Bless God from the churches; the Lord, from the fountain of Israel.
THE READING FROM THE EPISTLE OF THE APOSTLE PAUL TO THE GALATIANS (3:23-4:5)
Brethren: before faith came, we were confined under the law, kept under restraint until faith should be revealed. So
that the law was our custodian until Christ came, that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we
are no longer under a custodian; for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. For as many of you as
were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is
neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's
offspring, heirs according to promise. I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no better than a slave, though he
is the owner of all the estate; but he is under guardians and trustees until the date set by the father. So with us; when
we were children, we were slaves to the elemental spirits of the universe. But when the time had fully come, God
sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might
receive adoption as sons.
Alleluia, Tone 6
v: He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the heavenly God.
v: He will say to the Lord: “My Protector and my Refuge; my God, in Whom I trust!”

THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW (9:27-35)
At that time, as Jesus passed on from there, two blind men followed him, crying aloud, “Have mercy on us, Son of
David.” When he entered the house, the blind men came to him; and Jesus said to them, “Do you believe that I am
able to do this?” They said to him, “Yes, Lord.” Then he touched their eyes, saying, “According to your faith be it
done to you.” And their eyes were opened. And Jesus sternly charged them, “See that no one knows it.” But they
went away and spread his fame through all that district. As they were going away, behold, a dumb demoniac was
brought to him. And when the demon had been cast out, the dumb man spoke; and the crowds marveled, saying,
“Never was anything like this seen in Israel.” But the Pharisees said, “He casts out demons by the prince of
demons.” And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and preaching the gospel of
the kingdom, and healing every disease and every infirmity.
COMMUNION HYMN
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
The Holy Gospel according to John 20:1-10 (7th Matins Gospel)
Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene went to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that the
stone had been taken away from the tomb. Then she ran and came to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom
Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have
laid Him.” Peter therefore went out, and the other disciple, and were going to the tomb. So they both ran together,
and the other disciple outran Peter and came to the tomb first. And he, stooping down and looking in, saw the linen
cloths lying there; yet he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb; and he saw
the linen cloths lying there, and the handkerchief that had been around His head, not lying with the linen cloths, but
folded together in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who came to the tomb first, went in also; and he saw and
believed. For as yet they did not know the Scripture that He must rise again from the dead. Then the disciples went
away again to their own homes.
HOLY MARTYR PARASKEVA OF ROME – July 26
Holy Virgin Martyr Paraskeva of Rome was the only daughter of Christian parents, Agathon and Politia, and
from her early years she dedicated herself to God. She spent much of her time in prayer and the study of the Holy
Scriptures. After the death of her parents Saint Paraskeva distributed all of her inheritance to the poor, and
consecrated her virginity to Christ. Emulating the holy Apostles, she began to preach to the pagans about Christ,
converting many to Christianity.
She was arrested during the reign of Antoninus Pius (138-161) because she refused to worship the idols. She
was brought to trial and fearlessly confessed herself a Christian. Neither enticements of honors and material
possessions, nor threats of torture and death shook the firmness of the saint nor turned her from Christ. She was
given over to beastly tortures. They put a red-hot helmet on her head and threw her in a cauldron filled with boiling
oil and pitch. By the power of God the holy martyr remained unharmed. When the emperor peered into the cauldron,
Saint Paraskeva threw a drop of the hot liquid in his face, and he was burned. The emperor began to ask her for help,
and the holy martyr healed him. After this the emperor set her free.
Traveling from one place to another to preach the Gospel, Saint Paraskeva arrived in a city where the
governor was named Asclepius. Here again they tried the saint and sentenced her to death. They took her to an
immense serpent living in a cave, so that it would devour her. But Saint Paraskeva made the Sign of the Cross over
the snake and it died. Asclepius and the citizens witnessed this miracle and believed in Christ. She was set free, and
continued her preaching. In a city where the governor was a certain Tarasius, Saint Paraskeva endured fierce tortures
and was beheaded in the year 140.
Many miracles took place at the saint’s tomb: the blind received sight, the lame walked, and barren women
gave birth to children. It is not only in the past that the saint performed her miracles, but even today she helps those
who call on her in faith. from www.oca.org
ST. JACOB NETSVETOV, ENLIGHTENER OF ALASKA – July 26 Father Jacob (Netsvetov) of Alaska was
born of pious parents in 1802 on Atka Island, Alaska. His father, Yegor Vasil’evich Netsvetov was a Russian from
Tobolsk. His mother, Maria Alekseevna, was an Aleut from Atka island. Yegor and Maria had four children who
survived infancy; Jacob was the first born, followed by Osip (Joseph), Elena, and Antony. Jacob was tonsured as a
Subdeacon on October 1, 1825. He married a Russian woman (perhaps also a Creole) named Anna Simeonovna, and

in 1826 graduated from the Seminary with certificates in history and theology. On October 31, 1826, he was ordained
to the Holy Diaconate and assigned to serve the altar of the Holy Trinity-Saint Peter Church in Irkutsk. Two years
later, on March 4, 1828, Archbishop Michael, who had earlier ordained Father John Veniaminov (Saint Innocent),
elevated the godly deacon Jacob to the Holy Priesthood. This, however, was no ordinary ordination. As if he were a
new Patrick, hearing the mystical call of his distant flock, Father Jacob yearned to return to his native Alaska. And
the all-good God, who “satisfies the longing soul and fills the hungry soul with goodness” (Ps.107:9) heard the
prayer of his servant.
Archbishop Michael provided Father Jacob with two antimensia: one for the new Church which would be
dedicated to the glory of God in honor of Saint Nicholas the Wonderworker in Atka, and one to be used for
missionary activity. On May 1, 1828 a molieben for travelers was served, and Father Jacob, his father, Yegor, (now
tonsured as reader for the Atka Church), and his matushka, Anna, set out for Alaska.
When he arrived in Atka, the Church of Saint Nicholas had not yet been built. So, with his own hands Father
Jacob constructed a large tent (Acts 18:3) in which he conducted the services. For Father Jacob the services of the
Church were life: life for his people and life for himself. It was in the worship of God that he found both strength and
joy. Later he would transport this tent with him on his missionary journeys, and like Moses in the wilderness, the
grace of God was found wherever this tent was taken (Num 4:1 ff; 10:17 ff).
When his first six months had ended (end of 1829), Father Jacob recorded that he had baptized 16, chrismated
442, married 53 couples, and buried 8. Once the church was constructed, Father Jacob turned his attention to the
building of a school in which the children would learn to read and write both Russian and Unangan Aleut. The
Russian American Company provided some of the support initially, with the students providing the remainder. This
continued until 1841, when it was reorganized as a parish school and ties with the company ceased. Father Jacob
proved to be a talented educator and translator whose students became distinguished Aleut leaders in the next
generation.
In March of 1836, his precious wife, Anna, died of cancer; his home burned to the ground in July of 1836;
and his dear father, Yegor, died of an undetermined illness in 1837. Who can utter the depth of sorrow felt by this
God-pleaser? Yet he lifted up his voice with that ancient sufferer and cried, “shall we indeed accept good from God
and shall we not accept adversity? In all this he did not sin with his lips” (Job 2:10). In his journal Father Jacob
attributed all to “the Will of Him whose Providence and Will are inscrutable and whose actions toward men are
incomprehensible.” He patiently endured hardships and sufferings like the Holy Apostle Paul. He saw in these
misfortunes not a Victory by the hater of men’s souls (i.e. the devil) but a call from God to even greater spiritual
struggles.
He learned new languages, embraced new peoples and cultures, devised another alphabet, built another
church and Orthodox community, and for the next twenty years, until his health and eyesight failed, continued to be
an evangelical beacon of the grace of God in southwestern Alaska.
Establishing his headquarters in the Yup’ik Eskimo village of Ikogmiute (today’s ‘Russian Mission’) he
traveled to native settlements hundreds of miles up and down Alaska’s longest river (the Yukon) as well as the
Kuskokwim River region. At the insistence of Indian leaders, he traveled as far as the middle of the Innoko River
baptizing hundreds of Indians from various, and often formerly hostile, tribes. “Behold how good and how pleasant it
is for brethren to dwell together in unity” (Ps 133:1). He built the first Christian temple in this region, and dedicated
it to the feast of the Elevation of the Holy Cross. Here Father Jacob, in spite of failing health, joyfully celebrated the
Church’s cycle of services, including all of the services prescribed for Holy Week and Pascha.
Finally, in 1863, the evil One, who “walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour” (I Pet
5:8), sought one last time to get the better of the righteous one. So the devil, the father of lies, (John 8:44), inspired
an assistant of Father Jacob to level spurious and slanderous charges against his master. This resulted in a summons
to Sitka, issued by Bishop Peter. The godly pastor was quickly cleared of all charges, but due to his ever-worsening
health, he remained in Sitka for his final year serving a Tlingit chapel. He died on July 26, 1864 at the age of 60 and
was buried on the third day at the entry of the chapel. During his final missionary travels in the Kuskokwim/Yukon
delta region, he had baptized 1,320 people—distinguishing himself as the evangelizer of the Yup’ik Eskimo and
Athabascan Indian peoples. from www.oca.org
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CANDLE INTENTIONS FOR THE HEALTH AND BLESSINGS OF
Fr. Tom, Fr. Don, Fr. Paul, Fr. Anthony, Fr. Robert, Aaron, Milica, Calvin, Larry,
Helen, Angelo, Joan, Peggy, Bob, Angelo, Christine, Dorothy, Anna, Irene, Allen,
Deborah, Luba, Kosta, Stojan, Mira, Bosa, Christopher, Allison, Jeanette, Katheryn,
Joseph, Ted, Marlene, Gladys, all the parishioners of St. Nicholas, my family &
friends.
Special Intention
CANDLE INTENTIONS FOR BLESSED REPOSE
Lydia Dorohov (6 mo. July 26th)
In loving memory of my beloved husband Nicholas & our wedding anniversary
July 27th
ETERNAL LIGHT AT THE ALTAR
Blessed Repose for Adelaida Sivergina

Joe Tome
Joe Tome

Victor Dorohov
Connie Maxim

Irina Sivergina

Welcome to everyone joining us via our YouTube channel: St Nicholas Orthodox Church Burton. If at the time
of the divine services you cannot access the livestream, please check out St. Mary Magdalene Church or St George
Church or Assumption Church for their livestreams.
CONFESSIONS The sacrament of Confession is offered on Saturdays after Vespers and by appointment.
FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD Our parish is hosting the Pan-Orthodox Vespers &
Liturgy on Wednesday, August 5th at 6 pm. This is open to in-person attendance for St. Nicholas parishioners only
and will be livestreamed. Please bring fruit to be bless for the feast.
USHERS NEEDED Are you willing to be an usher so that we can continue using both the church and the
fellowship hall for in-person attendance at Sunday Liturgies? Please contact the office 810-744-0070,
stnicholasburtonmi@gmail.com or contact Matushka Lisa.
PRISON MINISTRY AWARENESS SUNDAY is today. The Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry (OCPM) serves
those who are incarcerated and their families. They provide resources, training & support to their ministry partners so
that lives are transformed & God is glorified. If you would like to support this vital ministry you can send donations
to P.O. Box 1597, New York, NY 10025. Their email address is info@theOCPM.org or call (347) 868-6940.
Protodeacon Luke (Kerry) Gonser is the point of contact at St. Nicholas. His email is kgonser1@yahoo.com. Please
see this video done by Deacon Michael Schlaack from our sister parish of St. Mary Magdalene in Fenton for this
Sunday.
PAN-ORTHODOX SOFTBALL GAME Last week, with our own Protodeacon Luke (Kerry) Gonser doing all of
the pitching for Pan-Orthodox softball game, the final score was St. Mary Magdalene parish 14 and the combined
team of Assumption and St. George 2. Congratulations to the victors! God bless the parishioners of Assumption
who provided the delicious food and drinks for the game.
MAKE YOUR FAITHFUL GIVING EASY AND CONVENIENT WITH GIVELIFY
You can donate to St. Nicholas with an app on your phone & as always on our website by
https://saintnicholasburton.org/ Go to the website and on the home page click on the box Give
now with Givelify which will walk you through the donation process; this is a secure site. If you
do not wish to donate online, you may write a check to St. Nicholas Orthodox Church and
send it to the parish address: 2143 S Center Rd, Burton, MI 48519.
CANDLE INTENTION REQUESTS can be emailed to the office at stnicholasburtonmi@gmail.com or called in.

KEEPING IN TOUCH WITH THOSE IN NURSING HOMES AND ASSISTED LIVING FACILITIES
To aid in your outreach, here is a listing of their addresses:
Helen Ashmun
Larry Bladecki
Anna Branoff
Gladys Edwards
Paul Ellis
Vasilka Karatza
Eleni Servinis
Jo Sredich

4436 Beecher Rd.
Flint, MI 48532
3254 E. Midland Rd.
Bay City, MI 48706
Grand Blanc Fields 12628 Pagels Dr Grand Blanc, MI 48439
2 Harbor Dr.
St. Clair, MO 63077
2360 Stonebridge Dr.
Flint, MI 48532
Regency 1330 Grand Pointe Ct
Grand Blanc, MI 48439
Regency 1330 Grand Pointe Ct
Grand Blanc, MI 48439
Magnolia House 4134 N. State Rd. Davison, MI 48423

ROTATING SCHEDULE You will receive a phone call and e-mail from the parish office notifying you the
Sunday Liturgy you are scheduled to attend. The groups have been consolidated into two rather than three
groups.
WHEN YOUR HOUSEHOLD WISHES TO BE ADDED TO THE ROTATION, PLEASE CALL OR
E-MAIL THE PARISH OFFICE: 810-744-0070 or stnicholasburtonmi@gmail.com
OFFICE OPEN Monday,Wednesday & Friday 9am -3 pm.
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER If you paid to have the newsletter mailed to you but have not been receiving it please
let Marcia know.
Weekly schedule:
Monday, July 27

Fr. Matthew in Toledo

Wednesday, July 29
9 am

Divine Liturgy– streaming on our YouTube channel

Saturday, Aug 1
5 pm

Dormition Fast Begins
Great Vespers – streaming on our YouTube channel
Confessions after Vespers

Sunday, Aug 2
10 am

Group 2A is in the fellowship hall and Group 2B is in the church
Divine Liturgy – streaming on our YouTube channel
Service to the Mother of God at the shrine following the Liturgy

Offerings for the week July 19, 2020
Weekly Offerings
Estimated Average Weekly Expenses

$ 3,121.50
$ 3,104.00
$ + 17.50

That we should imagine that anger, wrath, jealousy or the such like have anything to do with the divine Nature is utterly
abhorrent for us…nor again can we possibly say that He acts thus out of retribution, even though the Scriptures may on
the outer surface posit this…A right way of thinking about God would be the following: the kind Lord, who in
everything He does looks to ways of assisting rational beings, directs thought concerning judgement to the advantage of
those who accept this difficult matter. …He acts towards us in ways He knows will be advantageous to us, whether by
way of things that cause suffering, or by way of things that cause relief, whether they cause joy or grief, whether they
are insignificant or glorious: all are directed towards the single eternal good, whether each receives judgement or
something of glory from Him not by way of retribution - far from it! - but with a view to the advantage that is going to
come from all these things. - St. Isaac of Nineveh

