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“May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you.” St. Jude 1:1
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FROM THE LIFE OF SAINT JOHN THE MERCIFUL (ca. 552-620)
A certain young man, driven by licentious impulses, was once going about the city of Alexandria. After
seducing a virgin who had decided to embrace the monastic life, and making her the object of his
wanton enjoyment, he eloped with her shortly thereafter to Constantinople. On learning of this incident,
the Divine John the Merciful became sorely distressed, and —as the proverb has it—he left no stone
unturned in his zealous concern to raise them up as soon as possible from their fall.
After some time had passed, as Saint John was recounting a soul-profiting story to one of his clergy, he
happened to cite the case of that young man who had been sowing his wild oats. When some of those
present heard this, they condemned and denounced the young man as if with a single tongue, asserting
that this sinful relationship had brought about the perdition not only of those two souls, but also of
many others, for whom it had become a bad example.
Chiding them for their readiness to condemn, the Blessed John said: “Do not talk this way, my blessed
children; do not be so quick to arouse your tongue to accuse your neighbor, for in so doing you are liable
to fall into two evils: the first evil is to transgress the commandment of Him Who bade us not condemn
anyone prematurely and Who also said, “With what judgment you judge, you shall be judged” (St.
Matthew 7:2); and the second evil is that, without knowing this young man’s current situation, you very
readily appoint yourselves his judges, when it is altogether uncertain whether he and the girl are
persisting in their sin, or whether they have corrected themselves. For this reason, I exhort you to leave
judgment of your neighbor to God, Who knows all things; for it sometimes happens that we know about
the sin of one who has committed fornication or fallen into some other transgression, since it was done
openly, but are unaware of the repentance which he has performed in secret, such that he whom we

condemn as a fornicator has been justified by God and is now living prudently.”
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FROM FATHER’S DESK
My dear ones,

Every July we remember the holy bishops who gathered at the first six ecumenical councils. These
councils were called not because the Church ran out of things to speak about but because there were
persons, most often clergy, who began teaching incorrect and false doctrines about our Lord, the Holy
Spirit, our Lord’s Mother, etc. Heresies were countered at these councils by the truth of the teachings of the
Apostles, by the words of Sacred Scripture, by the teaching of the Holy Church from age to age. The light of
the Holy Spirit illumined these fathers as they taught the truths of the faith. In these councils the brightness
of the Truth scattered the darkness of error. And the Truth is none other than the Word of God, our Lord
God and Savior Jesus Christ.

We have received the true Light who is Christ, we have received the Holy Spirit, we have found the
true faith and we worship the undivided Trinity who has saved us. And all of this great grace is not merely
for our own use, so to speak. The faith we have received, the receiving of the Holy Spirit, is not something
for us to bury or hide solely for ourselves. We may find consolation in times of sorrow from our faith in
Christ; we may find joy in the graces we receive from the Father through the Son and in the Holy Spirit. But
our faith is bigger than our individual person.

Our faith is meant to be lived in the whole of our lives, in every time and place. We are to share our
faith by our example. Our Lord Jesus said, “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hid.
Nor do men light a lamp and put it under a bushel basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the
house.” The light of our faith is to shine forth by our thoughts, words, and deeds. We are not to keep our
faith hidden from sight. Nor are we to show off our faith for vainglory or pride. Christ Jesus gives us the
reason for sharing the light of faith, not so that we may be honored, “but that men may see your good works
and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”

Hiding our lamp under a bushel basket is akin to the parable of the servant who received the one
talent of silver and immediately went and buried it in the ground. And when his master returned he said,
“here’s your one talent.” That servant was chastised for hiding away what had been given to him.

We have received the light of faith, the spiritual sight of knowing who is the Savior of the world.
Through baptism and chrismation we became temples of the Holy Spirit who will remain with us if we
remain with Him. We are blessed to receive forgiveness of sins when we repent and confess our sins. We
have the grace to receive our Lord Jesus Christ, in Holy Communion, entering into communion with the
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. All of these great blessings are ours as followers of Christ. May we
share what we have received. May we live lives of good works, founded on our faith. May we teach by our
deeds and words, showing forgiveness, mercy, humility and love.

This makes me think of the Archbishop at the seminary where I went. Often throughout the year
when he would visit he would remind us seminarians that a Christian life lived well, in following Christ,
speaks more volumes than any homily or sermon. Because a life lived in Christ shines with the light of
Christ who is within us and it calls out to other people. People who may never have picked up a Bible in
their lives. He told us that our lives may be the only Bible some people read. His words apply not only to
seminarians and priests, they apply to all of us. When people look at how we live, what we say, what we
do, will they see the light of Christ reflected in us? Will they see the light that leads them to the fullness of
all truth and glory in the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit? Let us allow our light, the light who is
Christ in us, so shine before all people that they may see our good works and give glory to our Father who is
in heaven. With love in Christ, Fr Matthew



Hours Schedule Reader Schedule
July August September July August September
5 Barry 2 Barry 6 Staci 5 Katherine 2 Katherine 6 Katherine
12 Lucy 9 Lucy 13 Barry 12 Barry 9 Barry 13 Mike D.
19 Angelo 16 Angelo 20 Lucy 19 Madison 16 Madison 20 Staci
26 Madison 23 Madison 27 Mike D. 26  Phil 23 Mike D. 27 Phil
30 Mike D. ‘ 30 Phil
If you are unable to make your assigned If you are unable to make your assigned
reading date, please find a replacement. reading date, please find a replacement.

Candle Stand Attendant Schedule
July August September

5 Dennis Goodman 2 Dennis Goodman 6 Dennis Goodman
12 Christine Panoff 9 Susie Ford 13 Susie Ford
19 Susie Ford 16 Christine Panoff 20 Christine Panoff
26 Jan & Stephanie P. 23 lan & Stephanie P. 27 lan & Stephanie P.
30 Susie Ford

If you are unable to make your assigned date please find a replacement. Let
Susie know of any changes or if you cannot find a replacement (810-407-3016).

HOURS, READERS & CANDLE STAND. Please look at each month’s newsletter as the schedule may have
changed since the previous publication.

CONFESSIONS the Holy Mystery of Confession is offered on Saturdays after Vespers and by appointment.
Call the parish office 810-744-0070 or e-mail stnicholasburtonmi@gmail.com to make an appointment.

CATECHESIS led by Father Matthew or Deacon Luke after the Sunday Divine Liturgy. Feel free to join in
and let other inquirers know about these classes introducing the Orthodox faith. The class meets in the large
classroom. Wednesdays at 6:30 pm is the Google Meet class https://meet.google.com/oyr-hohi-phv

ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES on Wednesday mornings are on summer break. Classes resume in
September. We are reading - Offering Ourselves, We Enter into His Joy - Vol 1 Conversations with Young
People of Mother Siluana (Vlad)[1944-2021]. Copies are available at the kiosk for $19.

NORTH END SOUP KITCHEN Please come & minister to Christ with our brothers & sisters on July 2
from 9 am-12:30 pm. “Feeding the hungry is a greater work than raising the dead.” St. John Chrysostom.

PAN-ORTHODOX SOFTBALL GAME July 12 @ St. John the Evangelist Catholic School in Fenton. The
game starts at 3 pm. Drinks and food are provided by St. Mary Magdalene this year. All ages are welcome.
Please join us for an afternoon of family fun.

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING is July 7 at 6:30 pm. Please note this change of date. Parish council
meetings are public.
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PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE - June 9, 2026. Present: Christopher Taylor, Eileen Branoff, Stephanie Price,
Staci Shank, Dennis Jernigan, Lena Bakousidis, Bill Economou. Absent: Connie Maxim, Bruce Watson. The
meeting opened with prayer at 6:32 pm. Minutes accepted as presented. Financial report Tithes and
offerings have kept us in the positive. The summer months, however, are when tithes and offerings tend to
drop below our monthly expenses so please keep up with your stewardship offerings during these months
especially. Endowment fund $553,156.39 at the end of May 2026. The parish council president informed the
parish council that the endowment committee voted that if necessary the parish council may use the funds
in the money market fund which are dividends/interest (not principal). Rector's report Four catechumens
were made on June 7, 2026 and more will be made by the end of the month. Alexander Gonser has been
accepted at both Saint Tikhon's and Saint Vladimir's Seminaries. He will be attending Saint Vladimir's
Seminary in the fall, enrolling in their 3 year Master's of Divinity program leading to diaconal and priestly
ordination. Staci Shank will use her Polaroid to take photos of our new catechumens, inquirers to post on
the bulletin board so that we all can become familiar with them and our newer parishioners. Church school
on hiatus for the summer. One parishioner has volunteered to be a teacher. We can use another teacher and
also teacher's aides. Catechesis can move back to the library because with the Wednesday online class has
reduced the number attending on Sundays. Community outreach Movie night on Friday, July 24.
Fundraising flier with picnic, date, Skimos Band, etc. Stephanie Price will work on the flier. $300 to donate
a whole lamb. Or you can donate towards a whole lamb to help offset that cost. Father Matthew suggested
that the Liturgy be served in church for the shrine feast which everyone agreed was a good idea because the
food will be served from the hall kitchen. The Skimos Band will play from 1 to 5 pm in the pavilion. Cevapi
will be sold in the pavilion during the band's play time and lamb will be sold until it runs out. The shrine
will be open during the picnic and for the duration of the band. Rebecca Lazar is interested in have a dance
class to teach how to dance the Macedonian dances. There will be a bounce house and cornhole boards.
Charity Ministries The North End Soup kitchen will be July 2th from 9 to 12:30 pm. Church Building &
Grounds repair work was done to the sink in the women's room. The lawnmower and weed trimmer are
bought and in use. They need to be added onto insurance coverage. Bill Economou will get safety glasses
and ear protection. The cemetery was cleaned up and the lawn was cut. The parking lot sealing of the
cracks needs some touching up, Dennis Jernigan will check with the company. A new blind was purchased
to replace the broken blind on the west-facing window in the fellowship hall. Three of the air conditioning
units in the church need to be checked as they are not cooling. Old Business Anniversary ideas - looking
into photo directory. Staci Shank updated on the garden to note that monetary donations have been made
for plants, items to use. Christopher Taylor and Sadie Hager have helped out with the garden. New
Business Garlic that Staci planted in October are now coming up and she has harvested some garlic scapes
and bulbs should be coming up soon. A new playground will be purchased and installed in future with
unrestricted Memorial Funds - comparable in size and style to our present playscape which is nearly twenty
years old. Hope to have it installed by the picnic on August 16. Next meeting is Tuesday, July 7 at 6:30 pm
(a change from July 14). Adjournment with prayer at 8:12 pm.

SHRINE FEAST & DANCE Sunday, August 16. Dinners are Pre-sale Only. The menu for lunch is
lamb/chicken, rice, coleslaw, vegetable, & dessert. Dinner will be served in the fellowship hall after the
Liturgy in church. Tickets are $20 adult & $10 children 12 & under. Please purchase them from Sharon
Jernigan by the August 13. We are looking for donors for the lambs we’ll be cooking! Please consider
donating the cost of a whole lamb or making a partial donation. There is a sign up sheet in the parish hall.
Live Music and Dancing with Skimos Band who will play from 1 to 5 pm.

SHRINE FEAST LITURGY on Sunday, August 16 will be in the church. The shrine will be open during the
picnic and a short moleben to the Mother of God will be served at the shrine during a band break.




VOLUNTEERS NEEDED to water the flowers outside! There is a new signup sheet in the parish hall. If you
already had signed up please do so again on the new sheet.

237d ANNUAL ELIAS D. CHINONIS GOLF CLASSIC August 17th at Pine Knob Golf Course. This golf
outing is being coordinated by Assumption & you can direct any questions to John Kaloydis at 810-922-
2047 or jekaloydis@comcast.net. Look at the flyer for details.

TRAVELING THIS SUMMER AND NEED TO FIND A CHURCH? Go to
https://orthodoxyinamerica.org/ for a listing of the Orthodox churches throughout North America - the
United States, Canada, and Mexico.

OUR CHARITY MINISTRIES

NORTH END SOUP KITCHEN we serve on Thursday, July 2 from 9 to 12:30 pm.

HOPE IN A BOX is collecting Toilet Paper & Travel Size Toiletries for the month of July. Place the items
in a bag and then put in the Blue Box in the hall. Catholic Charities Community Closet will distribute the
items.

FOOD DRIVE Place non-perishable food items in the other blue box in the hall.

July
HOPE IN A BOX Coffee Social Sponsors
5
July | Toilet Paper/Travel Size Toiletries 12
Aug | Razors & Shaving Cream/Lotion 19 | Irina Sivergina
Sept | Bar & Hand Soap 26 | Connie Maxim

NOTE FROM THE TREASURER To be transparent in our 5-year vision to a financially secure
parish:

2026 April May
Monthly Offering Income $21,386.84 | $28,476.50

Monthly General Operating Expenses | $21,198.38 | $20,069.37

$ 188.45 | $8,407.13

July 12 Pan-Orthodox Softball Game @ St. John the Evangelist Catholic School
July 24 Movie Night @ St. Nicholas

July 21 6 pm Vespers & Lity @ St. Mary (Patronal Feast Day)

July 22 9:40 am Festal Divine Liturgy & Icon Procession @ St. Mary

Aug5 6 pm Pan-Orthodox Vesperal Liturgy at St George (Transfiguration)

Aug 6 10 am Pan-Orthodox Liturgy at St Mary Magdalene for Transfiguration
Aug 16 St. Nicholas’ Parish Picnic & Dance (signup sheet to help is in parish hall)
Aug17 Elias D. Chinonis Golf Classic @ Pine Knob
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CATECHUMENS Please keep in prayer our catechumens:

Calum Nathanael John-Paul Randy
Rebekah Scott Megan Ryder
Faith Jacob Basil

Isla Willow Angela

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN PRISON MINISTRY Sunday, July 26 is Prison Ministry Awarenenss
Sunday in all Orthodox parishes of North America. Deacon Luke is involved in this ministry from our

parish.

The Bishops of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops have blessed the Sunday after the feast of
St. Silas (the patron of prison ministry) to be Prison Ministry Awareness Sunday in all US Orthodox
parishes.

America’s tragically high incarceration rate (2.3 million) means that —chances are — more than one
parishioner has been touched by a person serving time in prison. OCPM introduces prisoners to the
fullness of the Orthodox faith. And we help Orthodox Christians who have been convicted of crimes to
return to the Orthodox faith and find healing and reconciliation.

But we can’t do it without the support of our parishes.

Please help us fulfill the commandment of our Lord to visit Him in prison (Matthew 25:36) by
participating in this vital day of awareness.

In Christ,
Nicholas Petrogeorge, Executive Director

FOR DONATIONS AND GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE 276 5th Avenue, Ste. 704-3183 New York,
NY 10001 https:/ /theocpm.org/

THE MACEDONIAN OPEN COMMITTEE would like to THANK everyone who helped make this

year's event a success. Whether you golfed, joined us for dinner, volunteered, sponsored a sign, donated a
prize, gift card or cash, please know how much we appreciate your support. All proceeds from the outing
will benefit the Church through our Capital Improvement Fund. This event would not be a success year
after year without your support!

UPCOMING RETIREMENT OF ARCHBISHOP ALEXANDER FROM THE DIOCESE OF THE SOUTH
As the Holy Synod of Bishops announced on April 29, 2026, our Archbishop and Father Alexander will
retire from the Diocese of the South on July 23, 2026 at the conclusion of the Diocesan Assembly. A locum
tenens for the Diocese of the South will be appointed at that time. On Friday, July 24 a special nominating
session will be held for the Diocese of the South to nominate a candidate for bishop of the diocese.
Canonical election of a bishop is done by the Holy Synod of Bishops at their fall sitting. At that time, His
Eminence will be relieved of his duties as diocesan bishop of the South. He will, however, continue to
serve as the ruling bishop of the Bulgarian Diocese. https://www.oca.org/news/headline-news/ the-
holy-synod-of-bishops-announces-the-upcoming-retirement-of-his-eminence-archbishop-alexander-from-
the-diocese-of-the-south
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JULY BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES, & NAMESDAYS

BIRTHDAYS NAMESDAYS
1 Kara George 3 Cynthia Economou
2 Lucy (Ludmila) Hogg 15 Allen Vladimir Adams
3 John Borkovich Bruce Vladimir Borkovich
Natasha Oginsky Vladimir Akkerman
Walter John Borkovich Walter John Borkovich
4 Peter Branoff 19 Milica Beslach
8 Kathryn Gurin 20 Elijah Daniel George
Oleg Dashevsky Elias Kokaly
10 Alex Branoff 22 Magda Popoff
11 Richard Elieff Marla Houser
Robert Elieff 24 Chelsea Christine Borkovich
13 Julianna Loomis Christine Brucksch
15 Charlie Jernigan Christine Panoff
16 Alexander Gonser Kirsten Lee Popoff
17 Bob Russell Kristin Hart
19 Austin Selmi Krysten Brown
Luka Prusac 25 Donna (Susie) Ford
21 Linda Branoff
22 Chloe Choate ANNIVERSARIES
25 Alexa Stevens 12 Philip & Kelly Bakousidis (2015) Ifyour name is missing or has fhe incorrect
Zoe Conover information in the birthday, anniversary or
28 Ian Price 17 Bob & Peggy Russell (1959) namesday list please call the office:
20 David & Marla Houser (1985) 810-744-0070

30 David Batzos

Stephanie Price 23 Steven & Sandra Spankie (1988)

27 Chad & Julie Conover (2003)
30 David & Kris George (1994)

DAILY INTERCESSION FOR OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND

VISITATION TO THE SICK If you would like Fr. Matthew to make a visit to home, hospital, or nursing
home, please contact the office 810-744-0070.

DAILY INTERCESSION FOR OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND

The following are our brothers and sisters of St. Nicholas who are currently homebound, suffering from
chronic illness, in recovery or in need of special prayers. Please remember them in your prayers and reach
out to them with a card, a phone call or a visit!

Deacon John Bocek Bill Haw Macy Lemmen Joan Gajewski
Ron Salhany
To aid in your outreach, here is a listing of the addresses and phone numbers of our Homebound:

Jeanette Brayan @sSerene Gardens 1481 E Hill Rd room MC-6 Grand Blanc, MI 48439
Paul Ellis @ Flat Rock Manor of Goodrich N 7280 S. State Rd. Goodrich, MI 48438 *New

Mary & Nick Karayanis 2238 Old Hickory Davison, MI 48423 810-653-1169
Helen Popoff 2221 Bellemeade Dr. Davison, MI 48423 810-653-3867
Dave Vuckovich 9352 Morrish Rd Swartz Creek, MI 48473  810-348-4733 (Barb)

Diane Todorovsky 14182 Moffett Dr Fenton, MI 48430 810-750-7860










Greetings Parish Family,

Join us! On Saturday, July 18th from 11:00am - 3:30pm we invite all children ages 4-17 for St. Mary
Magdalene Day Camp! We will focus on our Patronal Saint, Mary Magdalene, as we approach her
feast day! This will allow your child to learn about the Life of St. Mary Magdalene while growing
friendships and having fun!

Ages 4- 11 will be campers

Ages 12-17 with be Councilors In Training (CITs)

Early bird registration ends July 1st if you would like your child to have a camp t-shirt.
Final registration ends July 5th. Anyone who registers after July 1st will not receive a t-shirt.

Lunch will consist of Pizza, Veggies, Fruit and Juice. Water will be provided all day. There will be
popsicles available for snack in the afternoon. If your child cannot eat the food provided, please plar
to pack a lunch.

Tentative Schedule:

11:00am - 11:30am Registration and ice breakers

11:30am - 12:30a Session 1

12:30am -1:00pm Lunch

1:00pm -2:00pm Session 2

2:00pm - 3:00pm Field Day (including water games - pack a towel and cloths to get wetin!)
3:00pm - 3:30pm Wind down and sack

4:00pm Vigil & Confessions

There is NO FEE to attend Day Camp but please consider a free-will offering to help offset the cost
of this day of fun!
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PARISH FEAST

TUESDAY, JULY 21ST

WEDNESDAY, JULY 22ND




Lawn Mowing Sign-up sheet is in the Fellowship hall
Please sign-up if you are available to help!

Listed below are the dates still open for volunteers

1. Week of June 29"
2. Week of July 6"

3. Week of July 13™
4. Week of July 20"
5. Week of July 27"
6. Week of Aug 3™
.

8

9

Week of Aug 10"

Week of Aug 17"

Week of Aug 24"
10. Week of Aug 31
11. Week of Sept 7t
12. Week of Sept 14"
13. Week of Sept 21
14. Week of Sept 28"
15. Week of Oct 5™
16. Week of Oct 12"
17. Week of Oct 19"
18. Week of Oct 26"
19. Week of Nov 2"
20. Week of Nov 9"
21. Week of Nov 16"
22. Week of Nov 23"
23. Week of Nov 30"
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St. Nicholas Orthodox Church
2143 S. Center Rd. Burton, MI 48519
810-744-0070
stnicholasburtonmi@gmail.com Website: www.saintnicholasburton.org

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
-I- Fast 1 'I' 2 North End Soup | 3 4
) Fr. with Archbishop Kitchen
€ Wine & Oil Permitted Alexander 9am - 12:30 pm 5 pm Vespers
. . No Liturgy ;
»@ Fish Permitted 6:30 li Confessions
=~ bm on e Office Closed Office Closed
catechesis ffice Close
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
9:30 Hours Fr. with Archbishop 6:30 pm 9:30 am Liturgy
10 am Liturgy Alexander parish council , 5 pm Vespers
6:30 pm online i
. Office Closed Confessions
catechesis
12 13 14 15 }@Fﬁ 16 17 18 No Vespers
9:30 Hours St. Vladimir at our church
10 am Liturgy Office Closed 4 pm Vespers St George
4 pm Vigil at St Mary
Father Matthew on vacation
19 20 21 22 StMary 23 24 25
9:30 Hours 6 pm Vigil at St Magdalene Family Movie
10 am Liturgy Mary Magdalene 9:40 am FHours & Office Closed Night 5 pm Vespers
Liturgy at St Mary .
Confessions
Father Matthew with Archbishop Alexander at Diocese of the South Assembly
26 27 28 29 30 31 August 1
Fr. with Archbishop 9:30 am Liturgy
9:30 Hours Alexander ' 5 pm Vespers
10 am Liturgy 6:30 pm online Office Closed Confessions

catechesis
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