
St. Nicholas Orthodox Church Monthly Newsletter 
Diocese of Toledo-Orthodox Church in America 

2143 S. Center Road – Burton, Michigan 48519 
Served by: Fr. Matthew-Peter Butrie – Protodeacon Kerry Luke Gonser 

Email: stnicholasburtonmi@gmail.com  Facebook: www.facebook.com/stnicholasburton 
Website: www.saintnicholasburton.org`  Church Office: 810-744-0070      

 

Services: Sunday - 9:30 a.m. Hours    10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
Wednesday- 9:30 am Divine Liturgy   adult education 11:15 am 

Saturday – 5 pm Vespers followed by Confessions 
Holydays: Vespers & Liturgy as announced 

 

“May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you.”  St. Jude 1:1 
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SAINT ROMANOS THE MELODIST 
 from his kontakion, on Pentecost 

 
Stanza 5 
On hearing this [Peter’s words], those who had been called with him 
gathered themselves at once like lambs to a shepherd, charmed by his word, 
and silently they articulated what they longed for and made intense 
supplications to the Almighty, which contained these words, “To you the 
Governor and King of the angels, to the Suzerain and Creator of mortals, to 
you, the One who by his mere nod holds sway over things on earth and sea, 
your friends and servants cry aloud, ‘Swiftly send us 
 the All-Holy Spirit.’” 
 
Stanza 6 
As soon as they had completed their supplications, they signed them, 
having sealed them with faith and sent them on high. Their Teacher read 
them and said, “Of your own free will, O Paraclete, under no order, but as 
you wish, descend. For the disciples whom I gathered for you and the 
Father, await you, the ones whom I instructed when I said, ‘Make disciples 
of the nations proclaiming the Father, honouring the Son and praising 
 the All-Holy Spirit.’” 
 
Stanza 7 
Then God the Paraclete heeded those who implored him and took hold of 
them as they prayed. Yet the ineffable in no way changed his place, for 
condescension did not become alteration, nor did he suffer diminuition, for 
he was on high and he was below and everywhere. For divine nature is 
ineffable and intangible. He is not seen with eyes, but he is known by faith. 
He is not grasped by hands, but he is handled by the hearts of believers,  
 the All-Holy Spirit. 
 

Translation by Archimandrite Ephrem Lash, Kontakia: On the Life of Christ (Harper 
Collins, San Francisco, 1995). 
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FROM FATHER’S DESK 
On July 20 we remember the holy prophet Elias (Elijah).  We read of him in the books of 1 and 2 

Kings in the Old Testament.  The prophet was taken up into heaven by a fiery chariot, as witnessed by his 
disciple, Elisseos (Elisha) [2 Kings 2:1-12]. On Mount Carmel, Elias stood before the priests of the pagan god 
Ba’al to whom Israel had turned to worship: “Then Elias said to all the people, ‘Come near to me’; and all the 
people came near to him. And he repaired the altar of the LORD that had been thrown down; Elias took 
twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the LORD 
came, saying, ‘Israel shall be your name’; and with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD. And 
he made a trench about the altar, as great as would contain two measures of seed. And he put the wood in 
order, and cut the bull in pieces and laid it on the wood. And he said, ‘Fill four jars with water, and pour it 
on the burnt offering, and on the wood.’ And he said, ‘Do it a second time’; and they did it a second time. 
And he said, ‘Do it a third time’; and they did it a third time. And the water ran round about the altar, and 
filled the trench also with water. And at the time of the offering of the oblation, Elias the prophet came near 
and said, ‘O LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that you are God in Israel, 
and that I am your servant, and that I have done all these things at your word.  Answer me, O LORD, answer 
me, that this people may know that you, O LORD, are God, and that you have turned their hearts back.’ 
Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt offering, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, 
and licked up the water that was in the trench.” (1 Kings 18:30-38) On Mount Horeb, the Son of God 
manifested himself to Elias as a small quiet voice (1 Kings 19:8-13). 

These two revelations of the Lord came to Elias on mountains.  In the Scriptures we hear of many of 
the “mountains of God” where the glory of God’s presence is revealed: Mount Sinai wrapped in smoke 
because the Son of God, the Glory, descended upon it in fire (as the altar is surrounded by the sweet smoke 
of incense); Mount Sion where the Temple was built; Mount Tabor where the human flesh of Messiah Jesus 
shone with the radiance of his divine nature; the hill of Golgotha where Messiah Jesus offered himself as a 
sacrifice. 

We, also, ascend the mountains of God in our ascent into the temple.  We ascend to enter the church to 
come before the high place which is the holy altar.  The one same eucharistic table is at once Sinai, Carmel, 
Horeb, Tabor, Golgotha, the Holy of Holies, the upper room, and the heavenly sanctuary.  The altar is all 
these mountains of God where God has revealed himself to us.  We ascend to come into this holy temple.  
We ascend in our worship, we ascend to heaven even as heaven bends down to receive us.  In our ascent we 
leave behind the worries of life as we come to receive the King of all invisibly escorted by the ranks of 
angels.  We ascend all the way to heaven in the divine Liturgy as we stand (and that is significant, we stand – 
the best posture of worship - because the angels stand) before the highest of high places, God’s throne.  The 
innermost part of the altar is called the high place, it is where there is set a throne, a place where only the 
bishop sits as he images God on his throne at the divine Liturgy. 
 We ascend to the heights and our Father gives to us by the Holy Spirit the bread and wine now 
become the very body and blood of the Son of God made man – our food and drink so that we be changed 
into him, so that we become god, little “c” Christs, so that we ascend from our self-will, our passions, our 
sins and are carried up to His throne. 
 We will descend back to earth as we leave the temple so that God present in us shines in the world.  
As Elder Aimilianos said: “[The Liturgy] takes us into His kingdom. Then we will depart again to go to our 
houses with our passions, our sins, our fallenness. It doesn’t matter! We will again go to the Liturgy, we will 
grab Christ again, He will deify us again.” 

“We will again enter His house, all the way into the intimacy of His kitchen and dining room, bring 
Him His own gifts, the wine and the bread, into which we put and pour our misery, our fallenness, our pain, 
our despair, only to lift them up to His altar and only to have them transformed into His body and blood.  
We pour ourselves into the chalice only to be given back Him Himself.  We put our fallenness on the diskos, 
only to have it changed into His being.  We give Him us, being still a gift of His own, to be given back Him.  
This is our hope, our certainty, which no one can take from us!” (apriestoftheorthodoxchurch) Let us 
continue, especially every Sunday, to make our ascent to the throne of Messiah Jesus where he reigns with 
the Father and the Spirit. 

 
 

https://apriestoftheorthodoxchurch.wordpress.com/2017/11/13/why-do-i-personally-recommend-frequent-communion/


 

 

 
PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE COUNCIL met on Tuesday June 8th in person.  The parish finances 
remain stable.  God bless everyone for their stewardship during this challenging time.   There were 
many donations for the rummage sale (June 11-12) with set up on June 10 and clean-up on June 14.  The 
shrine feast Liturgy and parish picnic are scheduled for August 22.  A second coat of paint needs to be 
applied to the picnic tables.  Some of the plywood panels in the pavilion need to be replaced but 
because of the current cost of lumber that has been deferred.  In the meantime they were painted by 
Dennis Jernigan.  The painting of the church is continuing.  Discussion took place about continuing 
livestreaming of the divine services.  The other parishes in the area are continuing livestreaming on 
weekends and so will our parish.  Stephanie Price spoke of increasing the social media presence for the 
parish so that those who do not know about the Orthodox faith may find out about it through our 
parish.  The annual Parish Development Forum, co-sponsored by our diocese, will take place virtually 
on July 16.  Susie Ford is our diocesan representative to the Forum replacing diocesan chancellor, Fr 
Andrew Jarmus. Topics will be organized into three important content tracks – ‘Personal Spiritual 
Resiliency’, ‘The Resilient Parish’ and ‘Becoming Fishers of Men’.   
 
THE PARISH COUNCIL will meet on July 13 @ 6:30 pm. Please call or email the parish office if you are 
unable to attend this meeting. 
 
RUMMAGE SALE Thank you to everyone who donated & helped make this event successful. 
 
MEMORY ETERNAL – CHRIST IS RISEN! 
VASILIKI TSVETCOFF KARATZA fell asleep in the Lord on Sunday evening, May 30 at Regency in 
Grand Blanc. She is the widow of Lazaros Karatza. She was preceded in death by her three children, 
Tula (John) Nastos, Sophie (Evangelos) Stavridis, and Alex Karatza and great-grandaughter Sophie Tula 
Stravridis. She is survived by grandchildren Teddy (Jessica) Stavridis, Tom (Zoe) Stavridis, Victoria 
Karatza, and Nicholas Karatza, daughter-in-law Louise Karatza.  Also great-grandchildren, Larry 
Stavridis, Angelo Stavridis. Visitation and funeral were held at church on Thursday, June 3 with burial 
at Evergreen Cemetery.  Christ God, risen from the dead, grant His handmaiden Vasiliki rest in the light 
of His Face. God sustain her family by His grace. Bog da prosti!  Christos anesti!  Christ is risen! 
 
ELENI VASILIOU SERVINIS fell asleep in the Lord on Friday morning, June 25 at Regency in Grand 
Blanc. She is the widow of Spiro Servinis. With Spiro they had children Magda Popoff, Kosta (Para) 
Servinis of Australia, Menka (Alex) Petlichkov of Australia, and Thomai (John) Papalazarou of Toronto. 
Visitation and funeral were held at church on Monday, June 28 with burial at Evergreen Cemetery.  
Christ God, risen from the dead, grant His handmaiden Eleni rest in the light of His Face. 
God sustain her family by His grace. Bog da prosti!  Christos anesti!  Christ is risen! 
 
WEEKLY MAILING As of the week of June 20th we discontinued mailing out the weekly bulletin & 
vespers. If you want to continue receiving them or you have requested it but are not receiving them, 
please contact the office by phone or email. (810)744-0070. 
 
LIVESTREAMING EQUIPMENT We will continue to live-stream the great feasts and weekend services 
but we need to purchase a computer & video camera. We are expecting the cost to be $2000 and have 
already received pledges of $1000. All donations are greatly appreciated.  Please call or email the office 
if you would like to donate. 
 
YOUTUBE CHANNEL subscribe to our YouTube channel Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Burton to 
receive notifications of upcoming livestreams for services. 
 
 
 

https://www.oca.org/news/headline-news/parish-development-forum-scheduled-as-online-event-july-16-2021
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VACATION CHURCH SCHOOL will be held August 17, 18 & 19 and will be hosted by St. Mary 
Magdalene this year. We need people to volunteer – whether you have children participating or not. 
Please let Popadia Lisa know if you would like to volunteer. 
 
MABROOK! AXIOS! CONGRATULATIONS! 
Protodeacon Michael Bassett of Saint George 
Church, Flint, is being ordained to the holy 
priesthood by Bishop Anthony of Toledo 
(Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese) on Sunday, July 
4.  Deacon Michael’s last service as a deacon will be 
Vespers on Saturday, July 3 at 5 pm at St. George 
Church with Bishop Anthony in attendance.  No 
Vespers at our parish that day. Please go to St. 
George Church for Vespers that day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE ANNUAL PARISH DEVELOPMENT FORUM, co-sponsored by our Diocese, is scheduled as a 
Zoom event on July 16.  Last year 165 people participated. Susie Ford attended from our parish and is 
the new representative from our Diocese in Forum planning, replacing Fr. Andrew Jarmus, chancellor.  
Topics will be organized into three important content tracks – ‘Personal Spiritual Resiliency’, ‘The 
Resilient Parish’ and ‘Becoming Fishers of Men’. Anyone who wishes may attend.  The only fee is 
whatever donation someone would like to make. More information is at this 
link:https://www.oca.org/news/headline-news/parish-development-forum-scheduled-as-online-event-
july-16-2021 

Hours Schedule 

 July August September 

   4 Angelo   1 Angelo   5 Lucy 
 11 Lucy   8 Lucy 12 Alexander 
 18 Alexander 15 Alexander 19 Calvin 
 25 Calvin 22 Calvin 26 Angelo 
   29 Angelo   

If you are unable to make your assigned  
reading date, you must find a replacement. 

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN PRISON MINISTRY Sunday, July 25th is Prison Ministry Awarenenss 
Sunday in all Orthodox parishes of North America.  Deacon Luke, Deborah Gonser-Adams, and 
Susie Ford are involved in this ministry from our parish. 
 

“Let there always be a preponderance of mercy within you, even though you don’t feel such mercy in 
yourself as God has for the world. A cruel and merciless heart is never purified. A merciful man is 
the doctor of his own soul because as a strong wind from his heart, he drives of the darkness of the 
passions.” (St. Isaac the Syrian, Homilies, 41) 
 

May God help each of us find that level of mercy within us when it comes to people in prison.  No 
matter what crime they may have committed, they are still human beings made in the image and 
likeness of God Himself. It is possible to hate the crime but to love the criminal. OCPM needs all our 
help to bring the mercy, forgiveness, and love of Christ to these precious souls.  
 

The Holy Orthodox Church, through OCPM, offers both hope and healing to those living in such 
darkness. They correspond and provide resources with prisoners & their families as well as training 
Orthodox priests & laypersons.  
 

Please remember “these the least of my brethren” by assisting OCPM with this vital ministry, not 
forgetting that “the very essence of the person is the image of God, and this remains in him despite 
every disfigurement” (St. John of Kronstadt). Please give generously to this ministry. 
 

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN PRISON MINISTRY 
PO Box 1597 
New York, NY 10025 
Web: http://www.theocpm.org 

https://www.oca.org/news/headline-news/parish-development-forum-scheduled-as-online-event-july-16-2021
https://www.oca.org/news/headline-news/parish-development-forum-scheduled-as-online-event-july-16-2021


 

 

 
MACEDONIAN OPEN GOLF SCRAMBLE Thank you to everyone who took part in this year’s Golf 
Scramble, especially to the committee members: Chris Nedanis, Angelo Panoff, Christine Panoff, Linda 
Branoff, and George Branoff. 
 
MAKE YOUR FAITHFUL GIVING EASY AND CONVENIENT WITH GIVELIFY  
Go to the website and on the home page click on the box Give now with Givelify which will walk you 
through the donation process; this is a secure site. (2.9% + $0.30 of your donation goes to Givelify as a 
fee). If you do not wish to donate online, you may write a check to St. Nicholas Orthodox Church and 
send it to the parish address: 2143 S Center Rd, Burton, MI 48519. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
FACEBOOK PAGE Please visit & follow our parish page: www.facebook.com/stnicholasburton 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                                               

July Feminine Care Products, Toilet Paper/Travel-Size Toiletries 

August Deodorant, Razors and Shaving Cream/Lotion 

September Bar & Hand Soap 

 
CLASSIC CAR SHOW in our church parking lot on Sunday, August, 15 
 
VACATION CHURCH SCHOOL August 17, 18 & 19 at St. Mary Magdalene 
 
SHRINE FEAST OUTDOOR LITURGY & PARISH PICNIC Sunday, August 22nd 

 
18TH ANNUAL ELIAS D. CHINONIS GOLF CLASSIC August 23rd at Pine Knob Golf Course. This 
golf outing is being coordinated by Assumption & you can direct any questions to John Kaloydis at 
810-922-2047 or jekaloydis@comcast.net. Look at the flyer for details. 

CHARITY MINISTRIES 
 

HOPE IN A BOX is collecting toilet paper/travel size toiletries for July. Place the items in the Blue 
Box in the hall. Catholic Charities Community Closet will distribute the items. 
 

FOOD DRIVE Place non-perishable food items in the other blue box in the hall. 
 

NORTH END SOUP KITCHEN We serve Thursday, July 1st from 9 am to 11:30 am.  
 

 

KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS  Remember to designate your Community 
Rewards when shopping at Kroger. They send a check to St. Nicholas for a portion of 
everything participants spend in their stores. We received $32.78 in June. 
  

http://www.saintnicholasburton.org/
https://www.givelify.com/givenow/1.0/Mzc5MTg=/selection
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If your name is missing or has the incorrect 
information in the birthday, anniversary or 
namesday list please call the office: (810) 744-0070 

 

 
CEMETERY INFORMATION We are updating our cemetery records.  If you have family members who 
have been moved from our parish cemetery recently, please contact the office so that the files can be 
updated accordingly.  Thank you! 

 
JULY BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES, & NAMESDAYS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 

NAMESDAYS 

3 Cynthia Economou 
11 Olga Todoroff 
15 Allen Vladimir Adams 

 Bruce Vladimir Borkovich 
 Vladimir Akkerman 

Vladimir Pyatenko 
Walter John Borkovich 

18 Delissa Deavenport 
19 Milica Beslach 
20 Elijah Daniel George 
 Elias Kokaly   
22 Magda Popoff 

 Marla Houser 
24 Chelsea Christine Borkovich 

 Christine Adkisson 
Christine Brucksch 
Christine Panoff 
Kirsten Lee Popoff 
Kristin Hart 
Krysten Brown 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

1 Kara George 
2 Lucy Hogg 
3 John Borkovich 

  Natasha Oginsky 
  Walter John Borkovich 
 4  Peter Branoff 
 8 Kathryn Gurin 
  Oleg Dashevskiy  
10 Alex Branoff  
11 Richard Elieff 
   Robert Elieff 
14 Dante Bradley Hatch 
15 Charlie Jernigan    
16 Alexander Gonser 
 Rimi Abu-Aita 
17 Bob Russell 
19 Austin Selmi 
 Dorothy Goodman 
21 Linda Branoff 
23 Calvin Conrad 
25 Alexa Stevens 
 Zoe Conover 
28 Ian Price  
30 David Batzos 
 Stephanie Price 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 

6 Calvin & Ruth Conrad  (1969) 
17 Bob & Peggy Russell  (1959) 
20 David & Marla Houser  (1985) 
23 Steven & Sandra Spankie (1988) 
27 Chad & Julie Conover  (2003) 
30 David & Kris George  (1994) 

 

 

  

 

 

 

DAILY INTERCESSION FOR OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND  

VISITATION TO THE SICK Presently, Fr. Matthew may bring Communion to those who are at home 
and to some nursing homes.  If you would like to be added to this list, please contact the office.  
 

DAILY INTERCESSION FOR OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND  
The following are our brothers and sisters of St. Nicholas who are currently homebound, suffering 
from chronic illness, in recovery or in need of special prayers. Please remember them in your prayers 
and reach out to them with a card, a phone call or a visit! Please call the office to schedule a visit for 
Holy Communion. 

Deacon John Bocek Gladys Edwards Mary Karayanis Ron Salhany 
Linda Branoff Paul Ellis Nick Karayanis Bill Tadrick 
Mary Abu-Aita Bill Haw Macy Lemmen Wendy Tadrick 
       

To aid in your outreach, here is a listing of the addresses and phone numbers of our Homebound: 

 Gladys Edwards 2 Harbor Dr.   St. Clair, MO 63077 
 Paul Ellis 2360 Stonebridge Dr.   Flint, MI 48532 
  



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  $36.00 Single Space 

               for 6 months 

 

      $50.00 Double Space 

                 for 6 months 

 

     $65.00 Triple Space 

                  for 6 months 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            
 

DO YOU STILL WANT 

TO RECEIVE THIS 

NEWSLETTER? IF NOT 

PLEASE CALL OR 

EMAIL THE OFFICE TO 

BE TAKEN OFF OF THE 

MAILING LIST. 



 

 

St. Nicholas Orthodox Church 
2143 S. Center Rd.  
Burton, MI 48519 

810-744-0070 

stnicholasburtonmi@gmail.com Website: www.saintnicholasburton.org 
 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

           Fast 
                                  

          Dairy Permitted (no meat) 
 

        Wine & Oil Permitted (no meat) 
 

         Fish Permitted (no other meat) 

   1  
 

9 am to 11:30 pm 

North End Soup Kitchen 

 
 

Office Closed 

2 

 

 

3  

 5 pm Pan-Orthodox 
Vespers at St. George 
(Deacon Michael 
Bassett’s last service as a 
deacon. He is being 
ordained priest July 4) 

4      
 

9:30 Third Hour 

10 am Divine Liturgy 

 

Independence Day 

5 

 

 

6 

 

 

7 
 

 

No Divine Liturgy 

No adult ed 

 

8  

 

 
 
 
 

Office Closed 

9 

 

10 

 

5 pm Vespers  

confessions 

11     

 

9:30 Hours 

10 am Divine Liturgy 

12 
 

Father in Toledo 

13 

6:30 pm Parish 

Council 

 

 

14 

 

9:30 am Divine Liturgy 

11:15 am adult ed. 

15 

 
 
 
 

Office Closed 

16          

 

 

17          

 

5 pm Vespers 

confessions 

18     

 

9:30 Hours 

10 am Divine Liturgy 

19                   
Father in Toledo 

 
 

20  Prophet Elias 
 

9:30 am Divine Liturgy 

 

21                    
No Divine Liturgy 

11:15 am adult ed. 

6 pm Pan-Orthodox 
Vespers at St Mary 
Magdalene parish 

22 St. Mary Magdalene 

 
10 am Pan-Orthodox 

Divine Liturgy at  
St. Mary Magdalene 

parish 
Office Closed 

23                   24                    
3 pm Baptism of 

Makayla Ann Miller 

5 pm Vespers  

confessions  

25 
Prison Ministry Sunday 

9:30 Hours 

10 am Divine Liturgy 

26 
 

Father in Toledo 

27 

 

 

28 
 

9:30 am Divine Liturgy 

11:15 am adult ed. 

29 

 

 

 

Office Closed 

30 31 

5 pm Vespers  

confessions 
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