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The Holy Gospel according to John 21:15-25
(11th Matins Gospel)
So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me
more than these?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Feed
My lambs.” He said to him again a second time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?” He said to
Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Tend My sheep.” He said to him the
third time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?” Peter was grieved because He said to him the
third time, “Do you love Me?” And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all things; You know that I
love You.” Jesus said to him, “Feed My sheep. Most assuredly, I say to you, when you were younger,
you girded yourself and walked where you wished; but when you are old, you will stretch out your
hands, and another will gird you and carry you where you do not wish. This He spoke, signifying by
what death he would glorify God. And when He had spoken this, He said to him, “Follow Me.” Then
Peter, turning around, saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following, who also had leaned on His
breast at the supper, and said, “Lord, who is the one who betrays You?” Peter, seeing him, said to
Jesus, “But Lord, what about this man?” Jesus said to him, “If I will that he remain till I come, what
is that to you? You follow Me.” Then this saying went out among the brethren that this disciple
would not die. Yet Jesus did not say to him that he would not die, but, “If I will that he remain till I
come, what is that to you?” This is the disciple who testifies of these things, and wrote these things;
and we know that his testimony is true. And there are also many other things that Jesus did, which if
they were written one by one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that
would be written. Amen

SUNDAY, JANUARY 13, 2019 33rd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 8. Afterfeast of the
Theophany. Sunday after Theophany. Martyrs Hermylus and Stratonicus of Belgrade (ca. 315). Ven.
Irenarchus, Recluse, of Rostov (1616). Ven. Eleazar of Anzersk Island (Solovétsky Monastery—1656). Martyr
Peter of Anium, at Hieropolis (ca. 309-320). St. James (Jacob), Bishop of Nisibis (350). St. Hilary, Bishop of
Poitiers (4th c.). Ven. Maximus Kavsokalyvites (Mt. Athos—1320).

FIRST ANTIPHON
When Israel went forth from Egypt, the house of Jacob from a people of strange language.
Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us!
Judah became His sanctuary, Israel His dominion.
Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us!
The sea looked and fled, Jordan turned back.

Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us!
What ails you, O sea, that you flee? O Jordan, that you turn back?
Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us!
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us!

SECOND ANTIPHON
I love the Lord because He has heard the voice of my supplication.
O Son of God baptized in the Jordan, save us who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
Because He inclined His ear to me, therefore I will call on Him as long as I live.
O Son of God baptized in the Jordan, save us who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of hell laid hold on me. I suffered distress and anguish, then I called
upon the name of the Lord.
O Son of God baptized in the Jordan, save us who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
Gracious and righteous is the Lord, and our God is merciful.
O Son of God baptized in the Jordan, save us who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Only-begotten Son and immortal Word of God, Who for our salvation didst will to be incarnate of the holy Theotokos
and ever-virgin Mary, Who without change became man and wast crucified, O Christ our God, trampling down death
by death, Who art one of the Holy Trinity, glorified with the Father and the Holy Spirit: save us!

THIRD ANTIPHON
O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His mercy endures forever!
(Tone 1) When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan, the worship of the Trinity was made manifest! For the
voice of the Father bare witness to Thee, and called Thee His beloved Son! And the Spirit, in the form of a dove,
confirmed the truthfulness of His word. O Christ our God, Who hast revealed Thyself and hast enlightened the world,
glory to Thee!
Let the house of Israel say: For He is good, for His mercy endures forever!
When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan, the worship of the Trinity was made manifest! For the voice of the
Father bare witness to Thee, and called Thee His beloved Son! And the Spirit, in the form of a dove, confirmed the
truthfulness of His word. O Christ our God, Who hast revealed Thyself and hast enlightened the world, glory to Thee!
Let the house of Aaron say: For He is good, for His mercy endures forever!
When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan, the worship of the Trinity was made manifest! For the voice of the
Father bare witness to Thee, and called Thee His beloved Son! And the Spirit, in the form of a dove, confirmed the
truthfulness of His word. O Christ our God, Who hast revealed Thyself and hast enlightened the world, glory to Thee!
Let those who fear the Lord say: For He is good, for His mercy endures forever!
When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan, the worship of the Trinity was made manifest! For the voice of the
Father bare witness to Thee, and called Thee His beloved Son! And the Spirit, in the form of a dove, confirmed the
truthfulness of His word. O Christ our God, Who hast revealed Thyself and hast enlightened the world, glory to Thee!

TROPARIA
(Tone 8) Thou didst descend from on high, O Merciful One! Thou didst accept the three day burial to free us from our
sufferings! O Lord, our Life and Resurrection: glory to Thee!

(Tone 1) When Thou, O Lord wast baptized in the Jordan, the worship of the Trinity was made manifest! For the voice
of the Father bare witness to Thee, and called Thee His beloved Son! And the Spirit, in the form of a dove, confirmed
the truthfulness of His word. O Christ our God, Who hast revealed Thyself and hast enlightened the world, glory to
Thee!
(Tone 4) In truth you were revealed to your flock as a rule of faith, a model of meekness, and teacher of abstinence, so
you won the heights by humility, and riches by poverty, O Holy Father Nicholas, intercede with Christ God to save our
souls.

KONTAKION
(Tone 4) Today Thou hast appeared to the universe, and Thy Light, O Lord, has shown on us, who
with understanding praise Thee: Thou hast come and revealed Thyself, O Light Unapproachable.
The Prokeimenon in the First Tone: Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us / as we have set our
hope on Thee.
v. Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous! Praise befits the just!
THE READING IS FROM THE EPISTLE OF PAUL TO THE EPHESIANS (4:7-13)
Brethren: Grace was given to each of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift. Therefore it is said, “When he
ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he gave gifts to men.” (In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but
that he had also descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who descended is he who also ascended far above all
the heavens, that he might fill all things.) And his gifts were that some should be apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ,
until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure
of the stature of the fulness of Christ.

Alleluia, Tone 5
v. I will sing of Thy mercies, O Lord, forever; with my mouth I will proclaim Thy truth from generation to
generation.
v. For Thou hast said: Mercy will be established forever; Thy truth will be prepared in the heavens.
THE READING IS FROM THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW (4:12-17) At that time when
Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee; and leaving Nazareth he went and dwelt in Caper’naum by the sea, in the territory of Zeb’ulun and Naph’tali, that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:
“The land of Zeb’ulun and the land of Naph’tali, toward the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles -- the people
who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.”
From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

COMMUNION HYMN
Praise the Lord from the heavens! Praise Him in the highest! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Universalism as an Ascetical Ideal
by A priest of the Orthodox Church
www.apriestoftheorthodoxchurch.wordpress.com/2019/01/03/universalism-as-an-ascetical-ideal/

Just a few days ago I was asked a question I encounter often when I speak of love for all: what about
universalism? I avoided giving a clear answer (as I often do when it comes to “the universalism question”),
because I did not want to hurt. The answer is that the problem lies in the question itself. The problem is that
hell-or-heaven has become an –ism, a thought, a conceptualization. This is where the question comes from.
But people’s eternal life/damnation is only a matter of the heart, of spiritual life. The issue then is exactly of
getting ourselves out of the –ism and become unable to adjudicate people’s salvation intellectually. We
must pray and acquire the experience of Christ, so that we have an experiential knowledge of these things,
inasmuch as we can and according to our maturation in Christ. Only the heart can “know” these things. This
is particularly illumined by the following conversation St. Silouan had:
I remember a conversation between [St. Silouan] and a certain hermit who declared with evident satisfaction,
‘God will punish all atheists. They will burn in everlasting fire.’ Obviously upset, [the saint] said, ‘Tell me,
supposing you went to paradise, and there you looked down and saw someone burning in hell-fire – would
you feel happy?’ ‘It can’t be helped. It would be their own fault,’ said the hermit. (The saint) answered him in
a sorrowful countenance: ‘Love could not bear that,’ he said. ‘We must pray for all.’
Love cannot bear that! Now “universalism” is revealed as a spiritual ideal, as an ascetical ideal. If all our
ascetical effort is for the sake of love, as our Tradition emphasizes again and again, we are supposed to work
our hearts and love for others up to the point of being unable to conceive or accept anyone’s presence in
hell. And our saints have expressed this authentic love many times.
This puts the fundamental problem with the universalism question into clearer focus: the question has no
heart. It is entirely brain. It represents a certain way of being Christian, the creation of centuries of major
shifts in Christian theology and practice, leading to the intellectualizations and ethicizations of today.
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CANDLE INTENTIONS FOR THE HEALTH AND BLESSINGS OF
John & Rose Goodman
Health & blessings for John & Rose Goodman
Calvin Conrad & John Goodman
Calvin Conrad & John Goodman
Fr. Tom, Fr. Dimitrie, Fr. Anthony, Angelo, Aaron, Reggie, John, Alex, Irene, Rimi,
Allen, Deborah, JoAnn, Susan, Luba, Kosta, David, Anna, Helen, Walt, Calvin,
Vladimir, Dorothy, John, Allison, Stojan, Mira, Bosa, Jeanette, Christopher, Ted,
Marlene, Joseph, Nicholas, Margaret, Gladys, my family and friends
Special Intention
Alex & Mary
John Goodman
Menka Nedanis & family
God’s blessings in health to our goddaughter Kay Brown
God’s blessings for Calvin Conrad, God’s blessings for John Goodman, God’s
blessings to Helen Ethington
CANDLE INTENTIONS FOR BLESSED REPOSE
Blessed Repose to our grandson Andrew
Peter Popoff & John Naum
Jimmy Todorovsky

Dorothy Goodman
Stojan & Mira Prusac
Helen & Angelo Popoff
Linda Branoff

Joe Tome
Joe Tome
Alex & Magda Popoff
Christine, Jerry, John & Jenn
Nedanis family
Angelo & Christine
Angelo & Christine

Angelo & Christine
Alex & Magda Popoff
His family

WELCOME to all our friends and visitors. Coffee & donuts are in memory of Jimmy Todorovsky (6 mos.) by his family.
COFFEE & DONUTS Rather than having a set amount for coffee & donuts, starting today it will be a free will
offering. Volunteers are needed for the month of January. Please see the signup sheet outside the kitchen.
7th ANNUAL PAN ORTHODOX WINTER DINNER to support the Dormition Monastery, Rives Junction will be
held on Thursday, January 17 at St. George. Reservations need to be made not later than Sunday, January 13. You
may also see Deborah Gonser-Adams for more information and to make your reservation(s). Our parish is
responsible for supplying the appetizers this year. Please use the sign-up sheet in the hall to indicate what you
will be bringing. We expect approximately 150 people for the dinner.
ANNUAL MEETING The Annual Meeting of Saint Nicholas Parish will be held on Sunday, January 20, 2019
beginning with a short prayer service after the Divine Liturgy. The Meeting will then reconvene in the Parish Hall
including a luncheon of pulled pork & chicken.
All parish organizations must present a report, oral or written, to be given at this meeting.
OFFERING ENVELOPES are ready to be picked up in the parish hall. Please don’t forget to use them in the New
Year.
KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS You can register for Community rewards online or at the
store’s services desk. After doing so, they will send a check to St. Nicholas for a portion of everything
participants spend.
HOPE IN A BOX is collecting toilet paper for the month of January. Place the items in the blue box in the
Parish Hall. Catholic Charities Community Closet will distribute the items.
FOOD DRIVE Place non-perishable food items in the other blue box in the hall.
Weekly Schedule:
Today

Trisagion for Jimmy Todorovsky (6 months)
Holy Unction for Calvin Conrad

Monday, Jan 14

Communion calls in Bay City, Caro & Lapeer

Tuesday, Jan 15

Fr. Matthew in Toledo

Wednesday, Jan 16

Fr. Matthew in Toledo
No Divine Liturgy or Adult Ed class

Thursday, Jan 17
5:30 pm
6:15 pm
6:45 pm
8:30 pm

7th ANNUAL PAN-ORTHODOX WINTER DINNER at St. George
Vespers sung by the Mothers of Dormition Monastery
Social Time & Bookstore open
Dinner & Speakers
Benediction

Friday, Jan 18
7 pm

OCF @ St. George. All college age students welcome.

Saturday, Jan 19
5 pm

Sunday, Jan 20
9:30 am
10 am

Vespers
6 month Parastas for Adelaïda Sivergina

Hours
Divine Liturgy
Church School
Noisy Offering
Annual Meeting with luncheon

Offerings for the week January 6, 2018
Weekly Offerings
Estimated Average Weekly Expenses

$ 2,084.00
$ 4,034.03
$-1,950.03

100 people were in attendance on
Sunday, January 6th.

“If you want somebody to understand you, you have to become like them. This is what God did: He became
human, spoke like us, interacted with us on all human levels- except sin- and so was able to communicate with us
fully. So Christ came to save us and didn’t merely meet us as we are, but did something more: He gave Himself
that we might live. In other words, He gave up everything He had and sacrificed Himself.” – Metropolitan
Athanasios of Lemessos

