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Welcome! We are honored that you have joined us in our celebration of the Lord’s resurrection this day.

If you are a first-time visitor to our parish, we invite you to sign our guest book in the narthex. If you
have a question, a prayer request, or any need, please speak with Fr. Matthew, Deacon Luke, or with one of
the ushers.

Holy Communion —for Orthodox Christians (those received into the Orthodox Church through
baptism or chrismation), please note that there are specific disciplines regarding receiving Communion —
fasting from midnight (unless you need to take medication) and recent Confession. If you are an Orthodox
Christian from another parish who has prepared in accordance with your discipline, and have a blessing
from your home priest to do so, we invite and encourage you to partake of Holy Communion

For our visitors who are not Orthodox Christian: we welcome you to this celebration of the Divine
Liturgy. Unfortunately we cannot extend to you a general invitation to receive Holy Communion. The
Eucharist is an action of the celebrating community signifying a oneness in faith, life, and worship of our
community. Reception of the Eucharist by Christians not fully united with us would imply a oneness which
does not yet exist, but for which we must all pray. All, however, are welcome to partake of the blessed bread
(antidoron) which will be given when coming forward to receive the final blessing from the priest at the
conclusion of the Liturgy. Again, welcome!

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2026 SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON — Tone 2. Afterfeast of the Meeting.
Greatmartyr Theodore Stratelates (“the General” —319). Prophet Zachariah (ca. 520 B.C.). St. Sava II,
Archbishop of Serbia (1269).

FIRST ANTIPHON - PSALM 44
My heart is indicting a good matter, I speak of the things which I have made to the King. Through the
prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us!

My tongue is the pen of a ready writer, full of grace are your lips. Therefore God has blest you forever.
Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us!

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us!

SECOND ANTIPHON
Gird Your sword upon Your thigh, O mighty one, in Your glory and in Your beauty!
O Son of God, carried in the arms of Simeon the righteous, save us who sing to You: Alleluia!

The scepter of Your kingdom is a righteous scepter. O Son of God, carried in the arms of Simeon the
righteous, save us who sing to You: Alleluia!

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Only-begotten Son and immortal Word of God, Who for our salvation willed to be incarnate of the holy
Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, Who without change became man and was crucified, O Christ our God,
trampling down death by death, Who are one of the Holy Trinity, glorified with the Father and the Holy
Spirit: save us!

THIRD ANTIPHON

Hear, O daughter, consider, and incline your ear; forget your people and your father’s house.

Tone 1 Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, Full of Grace! / From you shone the Sun of Righteousness, Christ our
God, / enlightening those who sat in darkness. / Rejoice and be glad, O righteous Elder: / you accepted in
your arms the Redeemer of our souls, / Who grants us the Resurrection!

Even the rich among the people shall entreat your favor.
Tone 1 Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, Full of Grace...

I will make your name to be remembered in all generations.
Tone 1 Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, Full of Grace...
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TROPARIA Tone 2 When You descended to death, O Life Immortal, You slew hell with the splendor of
Your Godhead. And when from the depths You raised the dead, all the powers of heaven cried out: // “O
Giver of life, Christ our God, glory to You!”

Tone 1 Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, Full of Grace! From you shone the Sun of Righteousness, " Christ our
God, enlightening those who sat in darkness. Rejoice and be glad, O righteous Elder, you accepted in your
arms the *Redeemer of our souls, // Who grants us the Resurrection!

Tone 4 In truth you were revealed to your flock as a rule of faith, a model of meekness, and teacher of
abstinence, so you won the heights by humility, and riches by poverty, O Holy Father Nicholas, intercede
with Christ God to save our souls.

KONTAKION Tone 1 By Your Nativity You sanctified the Virgin's womb! And blessed Simeon’s hands, O
Christ God. Now You have come and saved us through love. Grant peace to all Orthodox Christians, O only
Lover of Man!

The prokeimenon in the second tone: The Lord is my strength and my song; / He has become my
salvation. (Psalm 117:14)
v. The Lord chastising chastised me, and did not give me over to death. (Psalm 117:18)

THE READING FROM THE FIRST EPISTLE OF THE HOLY APOSTLE PAUL TO THE CORINTHIANS
(6:12-20) Brethren, all things are lawful for me, but all things are not helpful. All things are lawful for me,
but I will not be brought under the power of any. Foods for the stomach and the stomach for foods, but God
will destroy both it and them. Now the body is not for sexual immorality but for the Lord, and the Lord for
the body. And God both raised up the Lord and will also raise us up by His power. Do you not know that
your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take the members of Christ and make them members of a
harlot? Certainly not! Or do you not know that he who is joined to a harlot is one body with her? For “the
two,” He says, “shall become one flesh.” But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him. Flee sexual
immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside the body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins
against his own body. Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you,
whom you have from God, and you are not your own? For you were bought at a price; therefore glorifty God
in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.

Alleluia, Tone 2
v: The Lord hear you in the day of affliction, the name of the God of Jacob shield you. (Psalm 19:1)
v: Lord, save the king and hear us, on whichever day we call upon you. (Psalm 19:9)

THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE (15:11-32) At that time Jesus said, “There was a man who
had two sons; and the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that falls to
me.” And he divided his living between them. Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and
took his journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in loose living. And when he had
spent everything, a great famine arose in that country, and he began to be in want. So he went and joined
himself to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he would
gladly have fed on the pods that the swine ate; and no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself
he said, "How many of my father’s hired servants have bread enough and to spare, but I perish here with
hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and
before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me as one of your hired servants.”” And he
arose and came to his father. But while he was yet at a distance, his father saw him and had compassion,
and ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven
and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring
quickly the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet; and bring the
fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry; for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was
lost, and is found.” And they began to make merry. “Now his elder son was in the field; and as he came and
drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. And he called one of the servants and asked what this
meant. And he said to him, “Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has
received him safe and sound.” But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated
him, but he answered his father, ‘Lo, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your
command; yet you never gave me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends. But when this son of
yours came, who has devoured your living with harlots, you killed for him the fatted calf!” And he said to
him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to make merry and be glad,
for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.””

IN PLACE OF “IT IS TRULY MEET TO BLESS YOU” O Virgin Theotokos, hope of all Christians! Protect,
preserve and save those who hope in you! We faithful saw the figure in the shadow of the Law and the
Scriptures: ev'ry male child that opened the womb was holy to God. Therefore, we also magnify the first
begotten Son of the unoriginated Father, the first born Son of the unwedded Mother!

COMMUNION HYMN I will receive the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord. (Psalm 115:4)
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
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CANDLE INTENTIONS FOR THE HEALTH AND BLESSINGS OF

God’s blessings & good health for Father Matthew, Matushka Lisa,

Taras & Stacia Connie Maxim
Fr. Don, Fr. Paul, Fr. Anthony, Fr. Robert, Milica, Calvin, Joan, Peggy,

Bob, Angelo, Christine, Irene, Allen, Deborah, Luba, Les, Bosa, Jeanette,

Ted, Kathryn, David, all the parishioners of St. Nicholas, my family

And friend Joe Tome
Special Intention Joe Tome

CANDLE INTENTIONS FOR THE BLESSED REPOSE OF

In Memory of my beloved daughter Ellyn, my angel Connie Maxim

Beloved son Nicholas Brock on the anniversary of his passing Laurie Brock

Nicholas Brock on the anniversary of his passing Stephanie & lan
Price

WELCOME to all our friends and visitors and those joining us via our YouTube channel:
St Nicholas Orthodox Church Burton. If at the time of the divine services you cannot access
the livestream, please check out St. Mary Magdalene Church, St George Church or
Dormition Monastery.

Feb 8 CANDLESTAND: Stephanie & lan HOURS: Madison READER: Staci
Feb 15 CANDLESTAND: Christine Panofft HOURS: Angelo READER: Katherine

MEMORIAL SATURDAY / SOULS’ SATURDAY From the early times, our Church
dedicated Saturday to the souls. It is primarily the day of those who have fallen asleep.
Christians always took care, with memorial services and charitable acts done especially on
Saturdays, to stay close to their dead and ask God for their repose and salvation. The first
Memorial Saturday of 2026 is February 14 which we will observe with 9:30 am Divine
Liturgy followed by a Trisagion for the fallen asleep. We pray for the dead because it is
handed on to us from the Scriptures. As members of the Church, the Body of Christ, we are
exhorted to pray for one another (James 5:16). Whether we live or die, “we belong to the
Lord” (Romans 14:8). For we are “members of His Body, of His flesh and of His bones”
(Ephesians 5:30). The Church is “the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God”. As
such, she includes “tens of thousands of angels” and “the spirits of righteous people
completed (in death)” as well as those of us alive on earth (Hebrews 12:22-24). Death does
not end our membership in the Body of Christ. For neither “death nor life [...] will separate
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38-39). We remember that God
“is not the God of the dead, but of the living - for all are alive to Him” (Luke 20:38).
Therefore, we pray for both the living and for the “dead in Christ” (1 Thessalonians 4:16).

Irene Batcos is making the kollyva/kutya/phentsa/zhito for this Memorial Saturday.

In the February newsletter is a remembrance sheet for 2026 for you to put the first names of
those you want to be remembered at the Souls Saturdays throughout the year. Extra copies
are at the candlestand.
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MEATFARE DINNER - FEBRUARY 15 Please see Christopher Taylor to purchase tickets
for the Meatfare dinner on next Sunday. Cost is $15 for adults and $5 for children.

CHEESEFARE DINNER by St Juliana’s Guild on Sunday, February 22, All proceeds will go
to Sadie Roberts & Sebastion Hager in anticipation of their crowning in marriage in April.

CELEBRATION for the engagement of Sebastion Hager & Sadie Roberts for the occasion of
their upcoming Crowning in Marriage on April 25th. Celebration will be held on February
22nd. All are welcome to honor them with a card or gift. Any monetary gift will be put
towards helping them create a beautiful and memorable honeymoon! Please contact
Katherine Gonser, Susie Ford or Chris Taylor for more information.

2026 PLEDGE CARDS If you haven’t already done so, please return your pledge card so the
parish council can budget accordingly. To be a voting parishioner of St. Nicholas Church
you must receive Confession and Communion within the past year and return a signed
pledge card even if you don’t enter a pledge amount

CATECHUMENS on Sunday, February 1 Calum, Rebekah, Faith, Isla, Harrison, and
Nathanael were made catechumens. Their godparents are PPhil Wiles and Susie Ford.

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Today Trisagion for Ivan, Evdokia, and Mykola Ponomarenko
Church School: Hannah/Samuel (elementary) (high school)
12:15 pm class for inquirers, catechumens, neophytes
Take down Christmas decorations & Nativity scenes - please lend a
hand!

Monday, February 9 Father Matthew makes Communion calls
6:30 pm parish council meeting

Tuesday, February 10 Father Matthew with Archbishop Alexander, returning Wednesday,

God-willing
Wednesday, February 11
No Divine Liturgy
No adult education class
6 pm Google Meet class for inquirers, catechumens, and neophvytes

https://meet.google.com/oyr-hohi-phv

Saturday, February 14 SOULS’ SATURDAY

9:30 am Liturgy & Trisagion for Souls” Saturday

5 pm Great Vespers followed by Confessions
Sunday, February 15 MEATFARE

9:30 am Third & Sixth Hours

10 am Divine Liturgy

Meatfare Dinner

Offerings for the week February 1, 2026

Weekly Tithes & Offerings $ 5,029.00 | 90 persons in attendance on February 1
Estimated Average Weekly Expenses $ 4,380.00
$ 649.00



https://orthodoxsundayschool.org/old-testament/6-9-years-old/hannahsamuel
https://orthodoxsundayschool.org/old-testament/high-school/hannahsamuel
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