December 6, 2020
St. Nicholas Orthodox Church
Diocese of Toledo - Orthodox Church in America
2143 S. Center Rd, Burton, MI 48519
Served by: Fr. Matthew-Peter Butrie – Rector, mobile: 810-247-4265 & Protodeacon Kerry Luke Gonser
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2020 26th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 1. ST. NICHOLAS THE
WONDER-WORKER, ARCHBISHOP OF MYRA IN LYCIA (ca. 345).
TROPARIA
(Tone 1) When the stone had been sealed by the Jews, while the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body, Thou
didst rise on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world. The powers of heaven therefore cried to Thee, O
Giver of Life: “Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ! Glory to Thy Kingdom! // Glory to Thy dispensation, O Thou
Who lovest mankind!”
(Tone 4) In truth you were revealed to your flock as a rule of faith, a model of meekness, and teacher of abstinence,
so you won the heights by humility, and riches by poverty, O Holy Father Nicholas, intercede with Christ God to
save our souls.
KONTAKION
(Tone 3) The Virgin cometh today to the cave to give birth, ineffably to bring forth the Word Eternal. Therefore,
rejoice, O earth, at the message, with the angels and shepherds give glory to Him Who shall appear by His own will
as a young child, He Who is from eternity God.
The Prokeimenon in the Seventh Tone: The righteous one shall rejoice in the Lord / and shall set his hope on
him.
v: Hear my voice, O God, when I pray to Thee.
THE READING IS FROM THE EPISTLE OF THE APOSTLE PAUL TO THE HEBREWS (13:17-21)
Brethren: Obey your leaders and submit to them; for they are keeping watch over your souls, as men who will have
to give account. Let them do this joyfully, and not sadly, for that would be of no advantage to you. Pray for us, for
we are sure that we have a clear conscience, desiring to act honorably in all things. I urge you the more earnestly to
do this in order that I may be restored to you the sooner. Now may the God of peace who brought again from the
dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything
good that you may do his will, working in you that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be
glory for ever and ever. Amen.
Alleluia, Tone 1
v. God gives vengeance to me, and subdues people under me.
v. He magnifies the salvation of the king, and deals mercifully with His Christ, with David and his seed
forever.
THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE (13:10-17) At that time Jesus was teaching in one of the
synagogues on the sabbath. And there was a woman who had had a spirit of infirmity for eighteen years; she was
bent over and could not fully straighten herself. And when Jesus saw her, he called her and said to her, “Woman,
you are freed from your infirmity.” And he laid his hands upon her, and immediately she was made straight, and she
praised God. But the ruler of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had healed on the sabbath, said to the people,
“There are six days on which work ought to be done; come on those days and be healed, and not on the sabbath day.”
Then the Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Does not each of you on the sabbath untie his ox or his ass from the
manger, and lead it away to water it? And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for
eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the sabbath day?” As he said this, all his adversaries were put to shame;
and all the people rejoiced at all the glorious things that were done by him.

COMMUNION HYMN Praise the Lord from the heavens! Praise Him in the highest! Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
The holy Gospel according to Luke 24:1-12 (4th Matins Gospel)
Now on the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they, and certain other women with them, came to the
tomb bringing the spices which they had prepared. But they found the stone rolled away from the tomb. Then they
went in and did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. And it happened, as they were greatly perplexed about this, that
behold, two men stood by them in shining garments. Then, as they were afraid and bowed their faces to the earth,
they said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here, but is risen! Remember how He
spoke to you when He was still in Galilee, saying, ‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men,
and be crucified, and the third day rise again.’ And they remembered His words. Then they returned from the tomb
and told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest. It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James,
and the other women with them, who told these things to the apostles. And their words seemed to them like idle
tales, and they did not believe them. But Peter arose and ran to the tomb; and stooping down, he saw the linen cloths
lying by themselves; and he departed, marveling to himself at what had happened.
Our father among the saints, Nicholas, Archbishop of Myra in Lycia, the wonderworker (December 6). Saint
Nicholas, the Wonderworker, Archbishop of Myra in Lycia is famed as a great saint pleasing unto God. He was born
in the city of Patara in the region of Lycia (on the south coast of the Asia Minor peninsula), and was the only son of
pious parents Theophanes and Nonna, who had vowed to dedicate him to God.
As the fruit of the prayer of his childless parents, the infant Nicholas from the very day of his birth revealed to people
the light of his future glory as a wonderworker. His mother, Nonna, after giving birth was immediately healed from
illness. The newborn infant, while still in the baptismal font, stood on his feet three hours, without support from
anyone, thereby honoring the Most Holy Trinity. Saint Nicholas from his infancy began a life of fasting, and on
Wednesdays and Fridays he would not accept milk from his mother until after his parents had finished their evening
prayers.
From his childhood Nicholas thrived on the study of Divine Scripture; by day he would not leave church, and
by night he prayed and read books, making himself a worthy dwelling place for the Holy Spirit. Bishop Nicholas of
Patara rejoiced at the spiritual success and deep piety of his nephew. He ordained him a reader, and then elevated
Nicholas to the priesthood, making him his assistant and entrusting him to instruct the flock.
In serving the Lord the youth was fervent of spirit, and in his proficiency with questions of faith he was like an Elder,
who aroused the wonder and deep respect of believers. Constantly at work and vivacious, in unceasing prayer, the
priest Nicholas displayed great kind-heartedness towards the flock, and towards the afflicted who came to him for
help, and he distributed all his inheritance to the poor.
There was a certain formerly rich inhabitant of Patara, whom Saint Nicholas saved from great sin. The man
had three grown daughters, and in desperation he planned to sell their bodies so they would have money for food.
The saint, learning of the man’s poverty and of his wicked intention, secretly visited him one night and threw a sack
of gold through the window. With the money the man arranged an honorable marriage for his daughter. Saint
Nicholas also provided gold for the other daughters, thereby saving the family from falling into spiritual destruction.
In bestowing charity, Saint Nicholas always strove to do this secretly and to conceal his good deeds.
The Bishop of Patara decided to go on pilgrimage to the holy places at Jerusalem, and entrusted the guidance
of his flock to Saint Nicholas, who fulfilled this obedience carefully and with love. When the bishop returned,
Nicholas asked his blessing for a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. Along the way the saint predicted a storm would arise
and threaten the ship. Saint Nicholas saw the devil get on the ship, intending to sink it and kill all the passengers. At
the entreaty of the despairing pilgrims, he calmed the waves of the sea by his prayers. Through his prayer a certain
sailor of the ship, who had fallen from the mast and was mortally injured, was also restored to health.
When he reached the ancient city of Jerusalem and came to Golgotha, Saint Nicholas gave thanks to the
Savior. He went to all the holy places, worshiping at each one. One night on Mount Sion, the closed doors of the
church opened by themselves for the great pilgrim. Going round the holy places connected with the earthly service of
the Son of God, Saint Nicholas decided to withdraw into the desert, but he was stopped by a divine voice urging him
to return to his native country. He returned to Lycia, and yearning for a life of quietude, the saint entered into the
brotherhood of a monastery named Holy Sion, which had been founded by his uncle. But the Lord again indicated
another path for him, “Nicholas, this is not the vineyard where you shall bear fruit for Me. Return to the world, and
glorify My Name there.” So he left Patara and went to Myra in Lycia.

Upon the death of Archbishop John, Nicholas was chosen as Bishop of Myra after one of the bishops of the
Council said that a new archbishop should be revealed by God, not chosen by men. One of the elder bishops had a
vision of a radiant Man, Who told him that the one who came to the church that night and was first to enter should be
made archbishop. He would be named Nicholas. The bishop went to the church at night to await Nicholas. The saint,
always the first to arrive at church, was stopped by the bishop. “What is your name, child?” he asked. God’s chosen
one replied, “My name is Nicholas, Master, and I am your servant.”
his consecration as archbishop, Saint Nicholas remained a great ascetic, appearing to his flock as an image of
gentleness, kindness and love for people. This was particularly precious for the Lycian Church during the persecution
of Christians under the emperor Diocletian (284-305). Bishop Nicholas, locked up in prison together with other
Christians for refusing to worship idols, sustained them and exhorted them to endure the fetters, punishment and
torture. The Lord preserved him unharmed. Upon the accession of Saint Constantine (May 21) as emperor, Saint
Nicholas was restored to his flock, which joyfully received their guide and intercessor.
Despite his great gentleness of spirit and purity of heart, Saint Nicholas was a zealous and ardent warrior of
the Church of Christ. Fighting evil spirits, the saint made the rounds of the pagan temples and shrines in the city of
Myra and its surroundings, shattering the idols and turning the temples to dust.
In the year 325 Saint Nicholas was a participant in the First Ecumenical Council. This Council proclaimed the
Nicean Symbol of Faith, and he stood up against the heretic Arius with the likes of Saints Sylvester the Bishop of
Rome (January 2), Alexander of Alexandria (May 29), Spyridon of Trimythontos (December 12) and other Fathers of
the Council.
Saint Nicholas, fired with zeal for the Lord, assailed the heretic Arius with his words, and also struck him
upon the face. For this reason, he was deprived of the emblems of his episcopal rank and placed under guard. But
several of the holy Fathers had the same vision, seeing the Lord Himself and the Mother of God returning to him the
Gospel and omophorion. The Fathers of the Council agreed that the audacity of the saint was pleasing to God, and
restored the saint to the office of bishop.
Having returned to his own diocese, the saint brought it peace and blessings, sowing the word of Truth,
uprooting heresy, nourishing his flock with sound doctrine, and also providing food for their bodies.
Even during his life the saint worked many miracles. One of the greatest was the deliverance from death of
three men unjustly condemned by the Governor, who had been bribed. The saint boldly went up to the executioner
and took his sword, already suspended over the heads of the condemned. The Governor, denounced by Saint
Nicholas for his wrong doing, repented and begged for forgiveness.
Witnessing this remarkable event were three military officers, who were sent to Phrygia by the emperor
Constantine to put down a rebellion. They did not suspect that soon they would also be compelled to seek the
intercession of Saint Nicholas. Evil men slandered them before the emperor, and the officers were sentenced to death.
Appearing to Saint Constantine in a dream, Saint Nicholas called on him to overturn the unjust sentence of the
military officers.
He worked many other miracles, and struggled many long years at his labor. Through the prayers of the saint,
the city of Myra was rescued from a terrible famine. He appeared to a certain Italian merchant and left him three gold
pieces as a pledge of payment. He requested him to sail to Myra and deliver grain there. More than once, the saint
saved those drowning in the sea, and provided release from captivity and imprisonment.
Having reached old age, Saint Nicholas peacefully fell asleep in the Lord. His venerable relics were preserved
incorrupt in the local cathedral church and flowed with curative myrrh, from which many received healing. In the
year 1087, his relics were transferred to the Italian city of Bari, where they rest even now (See May 9).
The name of the great saint of God, the hierarch and wonderworker Nicholas, a speedy helper and suppliant
for all hastening to him, is famed in every corner of the earth, in many lands and among many peoples. from oca.org
The troparion for holy hierarchs, “In truth you were revealed to your flock ...” was written originally for
Saint Nicholas. He is the patron of all travellers, and of sea-farers in particular; he is one of the best known and best
loved Saints of all time.. from goarch.org
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CANDLE INTENTIONS FOR THE HEALTH AND BLESSINGS OF
Health & God’s blessings for our St. Nicholas parish family

Nancy Krigner

For good health to all our grandkids & their parents
Health & blessings for my family & myself
Fr. Tom, Fr. Don, Fr. Paul, Fr. Anthony, Fr. Robert, Aaron, Milica, Calvin, Larry,
Angelo, Joan, Peggy, Bob, Angelo, Christine, Dorothy, Irene, Allen, Deborah,
Luba, Kosta, Stojan, Mira, Bosa, Christopher, Allison, Jeanette, Kathryn, Taras
Joseph, Ted, Marlene, Gladys, all the parishioners of St. Nicholas, my family &
friends.
Special Intention
CANDLE INTENTIONS FOR BLESSED REPOSE
Blessed Repose to our grandsons Andrew & Matthew

Baba & Dedo
Bosa Kantar

Joe Tome
Joe Tome
Baba & Dedo

Welcome to everyone joining us via our YouTube channel: St Nicholas Orthodox Church Burton. If at the time
of the divine services you cannot access the livestream, please check out St. Mary Magdalene Church or St George
Church or Assumption Church for their livestreams.
ST NICHOLAS LIVE STREAM FESTIVAL by St. Tikhon’s Seminary today from 7 to 9 pm on
YouTube.stots.edu and www.facebook.com/sainttikhons This is an online gala of music and talent, celebrating St
Nicholas and the Christmas season--supporting the spiritual formation and theological education of the next
generation of Orthodox clergy and lay leaders.
CHRISTMAS FLOWERS can be sponsored in honor of the living or as a memorial for the deceased. Please call or
email the office by December 11th. The sponsors will be listed in the newsletter.
OFFERING ENVELOPES can be picked up at the candle stand. If there are boxes for family members who have
not been attending whom you will be seeing this month, please deliver them to help save on postage costs.
2021 CALENDARS are available at the candle stand.
PLEDGE CARDS Please send in your pledge card if you haven’t already done so.
MAKE YOUR FAITHFUL GIVING EASY AND CONVENIENT WITH GIVELIFY
Go to the website and on the home page click on the box Give now with Givelify which will walk you through the
donation process; this is a secure site. (2.9% + $0.30 of your donation goes to Givelify as a fee). If you do not wish
to donate online, you may write a check to St. Nicholas Orthodox Church and send it to the parish address:
2143 S Center Rd, Burton, MI 48519.
CANDLE INTENTION REQUESTS can be emailed to the office at stnicholasburtonmi@gmail.com or called in.

Weekly schedule:
Tuesday, Dec 8
6:30 pm
7 pm
Wednesday, Dec 9
9:30 am
6:30 pm
Thursday, Dec 10

Parish council meeting via teleconference
OCA online church school

Divine Liturgy– streaming on our YouTube channel
No Adult Ed
“Early Roots” Lecture @ St. Mary via Zoom
Fr Matthew in Toledo

Saturday, Dec 12
5 pm

Sunday, Dec 13
9:30 am
10 am

Great Vespers – streaming on our YouTube channel
Confessions after Vespers
SUNDAY OF THE FOREFATHERS OF THE LORD
Third and Sixth Hours
Divine Liturgy – streaming on our YouTube channel

Offerings for the week November 29, 2020
Weekly Offerings
$ 3,472.88
Estimated Average Weekly Expenses
$ 3,104.00
$ + 368.88

32 persons in attendance on November 29th

