
 
Welcome! We are honored that you have joined us in our celebration of the Lord’s resurrection this day.  

If you are a first-time visitor to our parish, we invite you to sign our guest book in the narthex. If you 
have a question, a prayer request, or any need, please speak with Fr. Matthew, Deacon Luke, or with one of 
the ushers. 

Holy Communion—for Orthodox Christians (those received into the Orthodox Church through 
baptism or chrismation), please note that there are specific disciplines regarding receiving Communion — 
fasting from midnight (unless you need to take medication) and recent Confession.  If you are an Orthodox 
Christian from another parish who has prepared in accordance with your discipline, and have a blessing 
from your home priest to do so, we invite and encourage you to partake of Holy Communion 

For our visitors who are not Orthodox Christian: we welcome you to this celebration of the Divine 
Liturgy.  Unfortunately we cannot extend to you a general invitation to receive Holy Communion.  The 
Eucharist is an action of the celebrating community signifying a oneness in faith, life, and worship of our 
community. Reception of the Eucharist by Christians not fully united with us would imply a oneness which 
does not yet exist, but for which we must all pray. All, however, are welcome to partake of the blessed bread 
(antidoron) which will be given when coming forward to receive the final blessing from the priest at the 
conclusion of the Liturgy.  Again, welcome!  
 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 23, 2026 12th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 3. Leavetaking of the 
Dormition. Prousiotissa Icon of the Mother of God. Martyr Lupus, slave of St. Demetrius of Thessalonica 
(4th c.). Hieromartyr Irenæus, Bishop of Lyons (202). Ss. Eutychius (ca. 540) and Florentius (547), of 
Nursia. . St. Callinicus, Patriarch of Constantinople (705). 
 
1st ANTIPHON 
Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth! // sing forth the honor of His name make His praise 
glorious! (Psalm 65/66:2) Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us! 
 

O give thanks to the Lord and call upon His name! // make known His deeds among the peoples! (1 
Chronicles 16:8) Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us! 
 

In the city of the Lord of hosts; // in the city of our God! (Psalm 47/48:8) Through the prayers of the 
Theotokos, O Savior, save us! 
 

His sanctuary is in peace, // and His dwelling in Sion! (Psalm 75/76:2) Through the prayers of the Theotokos, 
O Savior, save us! 
 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 
Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us! 
 
2nd ANTIPHON 
The Lord loves the gates of Sion // more than all the dwellings of Jacob! (Psalm 86/87:2) Save us, O Son of 
God, who rose from the dead, save us who sing to You!  Alleluia! 
 

Glorious things are spoken of you, // O City of our God! (Psalm 86/87:3) Save us, O Son of God, who rose 
from the dead, save us who sing to You!  Alleluia! 
 

God has established her forever! // We have thought upon Your mercy, O God, in the midst of Your 
people! (Psalm 47/48:8-9) Save us, O Son of God, who rose from the dead, save us who sing to You!  Alleluia! 
 

The Most High has sanctified // His tabernacle! (Psalm 45/46:4) Save us, O Son of God, who rose from the 
dead, save us who sing to You!  Alleluia! 
 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. Only-
begotten Son and immortal Word of God, Who for our salvation willed to be incarnate of the holy 
Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, Who without change became man and were crucified, O Christ our God, 
trampling down death by death, Who are one of the Holy Trinity, glorified with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit: save us! 
 
3rd ANTIPHON O God, my heart is ready, my heart is ready! I will sing and give praise to Your glory! (Ps 
107:1) In giving birth you preserved your virginity. In falling asleep you did not forsake the world, O Theo-
tokos. You were translated to life, O Mother of Life, and by your prayers you deliver our souls from death. 
 

What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits toward me? (Psalm 115/116:12) In giving birth … 
 

I will receive the cup of salvation and call on the Name of the Lord. (Psalm 115:4) In giving birth … 
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TROPARIA 
Tone 3 Let the heavens rejoice!  Let the earth be glad!  For the Lord has shown strength with His arm.  He 
has trampled down Death by death.  He has become the first-born of the dead.  He has delivered us from 
the depths of Hell, and has granted to the world great mercy. 
 
Tone 1 In giving birth you preserved your virginity. In falling asleep you did not forsake the world, O Theo-
tokos. You were translated to life, O Mother of Life, and by your prayers you deliver our souls from death. 
 
Tone 4 In truth you were revealed to your flock as a rule of faith, a model of meekness, and teacher of 
abstinence, so you won the heights by humility, and riches by poverty, O Holy Father Nicholas, intercede 
with Christ God to save our souls. 
 
KONTAKION 
Tone 2 Neither the tomb, nor death, could hold the Theotokos, / who is constant in prayer and our firm 
hope in her intercessions. / For being the Mother of Life, // she was translated to life by the One Who dwelt 
in her virginal womb. 
 
The prokeimenon in the third tone: Sing praises to our God, sing praises; / Sing praises to our King, sing 
praises! (Psalm 46:6) 
v. Clap your hands, all you people, shout to God with loud songs of joy. (Psalm 46:1) 
 
THE READING FROM THE FIRST EPISTLE OF PAUL TO THE CORINTHIANS (15:1-11) Brethren: I 
declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received and in which you stand, by 
which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you – unless you believed in vain. 
For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures, and 
that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. After that He was seen by over five hundred brethren at 
once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, but some have fallen asleep.  After that He was seen 
by James, then by all the apostles. Then last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out of due time. 
For I am the least of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the 
church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not in vain; but I 
labored more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. Therefore, 
whether it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed. 
 
Alleluia, Tone 3 
v. In you, O Lord, I hoped, let me not be put to shame to the age. (Psalm 30:1) 
 
v. Become for me a God who shields, and a house of refuge to save me. (Psalm 30:3) 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW (19:16-26) And behold, one of the crowd came up to 
Jesus, saying, “Teacher, what good deed must I do, to have eternal life?” And he said to him, “Why do you 
ask me about what is good? One there is who is good. If you would enter life, keep the commandments.” He 
said to him, “Which?” And Jesus said, “You shall not kill, You shall not commit adultery, You shall not 
steal, You shall not bear false witness, Honor your father and mother, and, You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” The young man said to him, “All these I have observed; what do I still lack?” Jesus said to him, “If 
you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; 
and come, follow me.” When the young man heard this he went away sorrowful; for he had great 
possessions. And Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly, I say to you, it will be hard for a rich man to enter the 
kingdom of heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich 
man to enter the kingdom of God.” When the disciples heard this they were greatly astonished, saying, 
“Who then can be saved?” But Jesus looked at them and said to them, “With men this is impossible, but 
with God all things are possible.” 
 
INSTEAD OF “IT IS TRULY MEET…” 
The angels, as they looked upon the Dormition of the Virgin, were struck with wonder, seeing how the 
Virgin went up from earth to heaven!  The limits of nature are overcome in you, O Pure Virgin: for 
birthgiving remains virginal and life is united to death!  A virgin after childbearing and alive after death!  
You ever save your inheritance, O Theotokos! 
 
COMMUNION HYMN 
I will receive the cup of salvation and call on the Name of the Lord. (Psalm 115:4) Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
Praise the Lord from the heavens! Praise Him in the highest! (Psalm 148:1) Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
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CANDLE INTENTIONS FOR THE HEALTH AND BLESSINGS OF  
Fr. Don, Fr. Paul, Fr. Anthony, Fr. Robert, Milica, Calvin, Joan, Peggy, 
Bob, Angelo, Christine, Irene, Allen, Deborah, Luba, Les, Bosa, Jeanette, 
Ted, Kathryn, David, Dennis, all the parishioners of St. Nicholas, 
my family and friend  Joe Tome 
Special Intention   Joe Tome 
Esther Butrie Kubena & special intention   her family 
Health & Blessings for Jesse David 
 
CANDLE INTENTIONS FOR THE BLESSED REPOSE OF 
Elaine Gingras Bartlett (April 18, 2026) – Matushka Lisa’s mother   her family 
Lawrence Gingras (July 28, 2026) – Matushka Lisa’s uncle   his family 
Seraphim Watson   Rebecca & Bruce 
Newly departed beloved husband, Oleg   Irina Sivergina 
Mary Borkovich & Shawn Louis, Blessing their souls.   Laurel Borkovich 
   Floyd 
 

 
 
WELCOME to all our friends and visitors and those joining us via our YouTube channel:  St Nicholas 
Orthodox Church Burton. If at the time of the divine services you cannot access the livestream, please check 
out St. Mary Magdalene Church,  St George Church or Dormition Monastery. 
 
Aug 23 CANDLESTAND: Ian & Stephanie P. HOURS: No Hours  READER: Phil 
Aug 30 CANDLESTAND: Susie Ford HOURS: Mike D  READER: Katherine 
 
COFFEE SOCIAL Please join us in our fellowship hall for coffee and donuts in memory of Seraphim Lazar 
Watson (40 days on August 27) and Archpriest Raphael Biernacki (20 years repose on August 23) donated 
by Rebecca Lazar Watson & Bruce Watson. 
 
“AS MANY OF YOU WHO HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST HAVE PUT ON CHRIST!” 
At 9 am today will be the 40 day prayers after childbirth for Kassiani (Madison) Miller and churching of 
Jesse David followed by his baptism and chrismation.  Congratulations to parents Kassiani and Jonothan 
and to the godparents Barry and Alexandra Cavett.  God grant them all many years! 
 
“CROWN THEM, O LORD, WITH GLORY AND HONOR!” At 2 pm today will be the crowning in 
marriage of Samantha Kilbourne & Armando SanJuan-Salvatierra.  Samantha is the daughter of 
MaryAnna and Matthew Kilbourne and granddaughter of Alex and Menka Nedanis.  God grant them many 
years! 
 
CHARITY PLATE Please be generous in your charitable donations, particularly the charity plate at the end 
of the Liturgy to sustain our monthly Meijer gift card ministry ($10 cards) which helps those in need, 
especially our neighbors at Lockwood and Burton Place.  The charity plate is near the bowl of antidoron you 
pass by on your way out of the temple.  Or make your charitable donation in your weekly envelope. 
 
CATECHUMENS Please remember in prayer all sixteen of our catechumens: Calum, Rebekah, Faith, Isla, 
Harrison, Nathanael, Scott, Jacob, Willow, John-Paul, Megan, Basil, Randy, Angela, Ryder, William.  
 
CLEAN LEAVES OFF GUTTERS IN COURTYARD we need volunteer(s) to use the ladder to take off the 
leaves that have built up on our gutter protectors in the courtyard.  Please see Christopher Taylor if you 
would like to volunteer. 
 
FROM THE MACEDONIAN GOLF OPEN COMMITTEE The committee led by Chris Nedanis including 
Christine Panoff, Linda Branoff, Philip Bakousidis, George Branoff, and Kathy Condon says a BIG “thank 
you” to everyone who participated in this year’s golf outing in June.  ALL of the proceeds from the 
Macedonian Golf Open go towards capital improvements at the church.  A few projects the funds have gone 
towards are: resurfacing the parking lot, replacing the air conditioning units in the office and the church, 
and upgrading the church’s furnace system.  Projects which still need to be funded are: painting the church 
dome, updating the electrical system for the bells, repairing and painting the bell tower, and repairs and 
general maintenance for the pavilion.  The Macedonian Open committee is pleased to announce that we 
raised over $21,000!  We could not have done it without your help!  Thanks again to everyone who 
contributed! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC59tV-Re443z-GCoETAUvfA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC59tV-Re443z-GCoETAUvfA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClHAqZrWkXdYELujbbIslHg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpLWfxMIJK4uQOV41ekE6Wg/videos?view=2&flow=grid
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3z4Gp5OYPGhWYOxm-GlVnA


TITHES during the summer months, please keep up with your financial stewardship as the bills remain 
constant even while parishioners travel in summer. 
 

THANK YOU to everyone who made our festal dinner and picnic such a success!  The Lord bless you! 
 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Today 
10 am  Divine Liturgy and Trisagion on the 20th anniversary of the repose of  

Archpriest Raphael Biernacki, rector of our church from 1975-1995 and 2004-2006 
 

Monday, August 24  Communion calls then Father Matthew goes to Archbishop Alexander returning  
Tuesday, August 25 

 

Wednesday, August 26 
9:30 am Divine Liturgy 
 

Thursday, August 27 
6:30 pm 40 day Parastas  for Seraphim Lazar Watson at South Grand Blanc Cemetery 
 

Saturday, August 29 Beheading of the holy prophet, forerunner, and baptist John – strict fast 
No Vespers, No Confessions.  Father Matthew at St  Mary Macedonian Cathedral, Sterling Heights for the 
welcome of the primate of the Macedonian Orthodox Church, His Beatitude Archbishop Stefan 
 

Sunday, August 30 
9:30am third & sixth hours 
10 am  Divine Liturgy 
 

Offerings for the week August 16, 2026  
135 persons in attendance on Sunday, Aug. 16 
 
 
 

 
ARCHPRIEST RAPHAEL BIERNACKI (1939-2006) 
 Father Raphael Biernacki was born on June 8, 1939 in Toledo, Ohio, the only son of 
Walter and Anna (Koperski) Biernacki. He attended St. Hedwig’s Grade School and 
Central Catholic High School. He received a Bachelor of Arts degree at St. Mary’s College, 
Orchard Lake, Michigan and continued on the same campus his theological studies 
leading to a Master of Divinity degree at SS. Cyril and Methodius Seminary. After 
completing his studies, he was ordained to the Roman Catholic priesthood in Toledo, 
Ohio. He served parishes there and taught three years in Central Catholic High School. 
His interest in the Christian East led him to seek service in the Ruthenian Byzantine 

Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh. He served that diocese from 1968 to 1972 in various parishes, serving as 
spiritual director and lecturer in patristics at St. Cyril & Methodius Byzantine Catholic Seminary in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
     In 1972 he reached a decision after much thought, study and prayer to seek admission to the Orthodox 
Catholic Church. The door to Orthodoxy was opened by the kind understanding of the clergy of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Diocese of the U. S. A. Along with this decision he was married to Kathleen Loya, the 
daughter of a Byzantine Catholic Priest, Father Stephen Loya and Pan’i Margaret (Bokšay) Loya. Under the 
fatherly direction of (then) His Grace Bishop Kyrill of the Bulgarian Diocese of Toledo, Raphael Biernacki 
was ordained deacon and later priest in the Cathedral Church of St. George in Toledo, Ohio on November 
20 and 21, 1975. The ordinations were done out of the deep spiritual concern of His Grace Bishop Kyrill for 
the good of the Church, erasing any questions of the “validity” of ordinations beyond the bounds of the 
canonical Orthodox Church. 
 His Grace assigned Fr. Raphael to St. Nicholas Parish, Burton, Michigan on Dec. 1, 1975.  It is at St. 
Nicholas that Father served over 20 years. These were years of dynamic growth both materially and 
spiritually for the parish. They were also years of great joy as the Orthodox parishes of the Greater Flint area 
showed what a united Orthodox witness could do in a community. 
 In 1995 Fr. Raphael became dean of the Diocesan cathedral of Saint George in Toledo, OH.  In 2000 Fr. 
Raphael served a short time at Holy Trinity Church in New Salem, PA before becoming rector of Ss. Peter 
and Paul Church in Burr Ridge, IL. 
 In 2004, Fr. Raphael returned to St. Nicholas during a challenging time for the parish.  He fell asleep 
in the Lord suddenly and unexpectedly on August 23, 2006 and is buried at Calvary Cemetery in Toledo. 
 Fr. Raphael and Matushka Kathleen were blessed with three children, Nicholas, Helene and 
Stephanie. It was at St. Nicholas that Father was raised to the rank of 
archpriest and later appointed as Chancellor of the Bulgarian Diocese of 
Toledo in the Orthodox Church in America. The 22 years of St. Nicholas 
were years of joy and sorrow, days of growth and deepening, times to “give 
glory to God for all things!” 

Weekly Tithes & Offerings     $     1,893.00 
Estimated Average Weekly Expenses    $     4,380.00 
    $    -2,487.00      
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