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St. Nicholas Orthodox Church 
Newsletter 

Diocese of Toledo-Orthodox Church in America 

2143 S. Center Road – Burton, Michigan 48519 
Served by: Fr. Matthew-Peter Butrie – Protodeacon Kerry Luke Gonser 

Email: stnicholasburtonmi@gmail.com  Facebook: www.facebook.com/stnicholasburton 
Website: www.saintnicholasburton.org  Church Office: 810-744-0070      

 

Services: Sunday - 9:30 a.m. Hours    10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
Wednesday- 9:30 am Divine Liturgy   adult education 11:15 am 

Saturday – 5 pm Vespers followed by Confessions 
Holydays: Vespers & Liturgy as announced 

 

“May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you.”  St. Jude 1:1 
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“Do you want to be free of the passions? It is very simple: exercise 

control over yourself. But do this as expressing your desire, your longing, 

and not thinking that you, through your own efforts, are going to 

overcome your weakness or your ego, or anything else like this.  You 

can’t overcome anything.  No matter how long a pig rolls around in clean 

grass, it will always remain a pig.  And no matter how long you exercise 

self-control, you’ll always remain a person cast into sins and having 

every manner of darkness within yourself.  Against these things, 

asceticism by itself does nothing.  God Himself must come to free your 

soul and to remove from it whatever evil and darkness is clouding it.” 

Elder Aimilianos 

Spiritual Life according to St. Maximos the Confessor, 

trans. Fr. Maximos Constas 

 

mailto:stnicholasburtonmi@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/dneel/Dropbox/Saint%20Nicholas%20Church%20Files/Newsletter/2021/www.facebook.com/stnicholasburton
http://www.saintnicholasburton.org/
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FROM FATHER’S DESK This month we look at the final stanzas (8 through 11) of St. Ephrem the 
Syrian’s (306-373) hymn thiry-one “On Faith.” We are probably most familiar with St. Ephrem because of 
his prayer we say during the Great Fast but he is also a great theologian-poet.  In this hymn St. Ephrem 
describes how God speaks to humanity by means of images and metaphors in Scripture.  Before taking 
flesh from the Virgin, the Son of God became incarnate in human language, he “put on names” as St. 
Ephrem writes. 

From The Harp of the Spirit – Poems of Saint Ephrem the Syrian translated by Sebastian Brock. 
8.  His likeness is that of an Old Man, or of a Hero; 
of Him it is written that He sleeps, or again, that He slumbers not1 (Psalm 121:3-4); 
of Him it is written that He was weary, or again, that He wearies not2. (Isaiah 40:28). 
By binding and loosing He has helped us and taught us: 
in the case of the sapphire brick, He contracted Himself and stood above it3 (Exodus 24:10), 
then He extended Himself and filled the heaven, 
everything being in the palm of His hand4 (Isaiah 40:12). 
 

Refrain: Blessed is He who has appeared to our human race under so many metaphors. 
 

9.  He manifested Himself somewhere, He manifested Himself everywhere; 
we imagined He was somewhere, but everything is filled with Him. 
He becomes small that He might make us sufficient; He became great in order to enrich us. 
He becomes small, and then again great, in order to magnify us. 
Had He become small and not become again great, He would have been small and abused by us, 
because He would have been thought to be weak. 
Therefore He became small and then again great. 
 

Refrain: Blessed is He who has appeared to our human race under so many metaphors. 
 

10.  Let us wonder at how, when He became small, He made our own small state great. 
Had He not reverted and become great, 
He would have made our opinion of Him small, 
imagining Him to be weak – and by thus imagining, our conception (of God) would be diminished. 
He is an Essence whose greatness we are not capable of grasping – 
no, not even in His smallness. He grew great – when we had gone astray; 
He grew small – when we had grown feeble. In every way did He labour over us. 
 

Refrain: Blessed is He who has appeared to our human race under so many metaphors. 
 

11.  He wished to teach us two things: that He became flesh, yet He did not come into being5 (John 1:14). 
In His love He made for Himself a countenance, 
so that His servants might behold Him; 
but, lest we be harmed by imagining He was really like this, 
He moved from one likeness to another, to teach us 
that He has no likeness. And though He did not depart 
from the form of humanity, yet by His changes He did depart. 

                                                 
1 Psalm 121:3-4 He will not let your foot be moved, he who keeps you will not slumber. Behold, he who keeps Israel will 
neither slumber nor sleep. 
2 Isaiah 40:28 The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary, his 
understanding is unsearchable. 
3 Exodus 24:9-10 Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abi'hu, and seventy of the elders of Israel went up, and they saw the 
God of Israel; and there was under his feet as it were a pavement of sapphire stone, like the very heaven for clearness. 
4 Isaiah 40:12 Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand and marked off the heavens with a span, enclosed the 
dust of the earth in a measure and weighed the mountains in scales and the hills in a balance? 
5 John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us, full of grace and truth; we have beheld his glory, glory as 
of the only Son from the Father. 
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CALLING ALL ALTAR SERVERS! Adult men and boys, your service is needed in the holy altar to assist 
in the Divine Liturgy!  If you would like to learn to serve, please see Deacon Luke, send an email 
stnicholasburtonmi@gmail.com or call the office 810-744-0070.  Training sessions will be set up for altar 
servers to learn the importance of this ministry and the “how to” for serving. 
 
MEMORY ETERNAL – CHRIST IS RISEN! 
STOJAN PRUSAC fell asleep in the Lord on Saturday, June 25 at McLaren Hospital. He is the husband of 
Mira Prusac and father of the John and Danny and the late Luke Prusac. Stojan took care of the 
candlestand for decades.  Visitation with Parastas was at Swartz Funeral Home on Monday, June 27. 
Visitation and funeral were at church on Tuesday, June 28 with burial at Evergreen Cemetery.  Please 
remember Stojan in your prayers that he rest in the light of Christ’s Face. And pray for God’s strength 
and comfort for his wife Mira and all their family. Bog da prosti! 

IVANKA ŽELEVAROVSKA fell asleep in the Lord on Thursday, July 7. She is the wife of Atanas (Tom Z.) 
Želevarovski.  Visitation and the funeral was July 11 with burial at Evergreen Cemetery.  Please 
remember Ivanka in your prayers that she rest in the light of Christ’s Face. And pray for God’s strength 
and comfort for her husband Tom and their family. Bog da prosti! Christos voskrese! 
 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
VICKI LYNN (ABUD) TOMA who fell asleep in the Lord on July 6. She is the sister of Fr. Joseph Abud. 
Visitation and funeral was July 11 at Assumption Greek Orthodox Church, St Clair Shores. 
 

CHARLES THABET who fell asleep in the Lord on June 29 and was buried in West Virginia on Thursday, 
July 7. He is the uncle of Fr Michael Bassett. 
 

Christ God grant Vicky and Charles rest in the light of His face and comfort to their families. 
 
ADULT EDUCATION CLASS is taking a hiatus during August and will resume in September. 
 
DORMITION FAST begins on August 1 and continues to August 14.  As is the custom at our parish, the 
Moleben to the Mother of God will be served in her shrine on Sundays after Liturgy beginning on 
August 1 and continuing to August 15.  Take the time to come before her icon at the shrine and ask her 
intercession for your and your family’s needs.  At the conclusion of the service you will be anointed with 
the myrrh from the myrrh-streaming Hawaiian icon of our Lady of Iveron. 
 
NORTH  END SOUP KITCHEN Please come & minister to Christ with our brothers & sisters on August 
4th  from 9 am-12:30 pm. “Feeding the hungry is a greater work than raising the dead.” St. John 
Chrysostom. 
 
PARISH COUNCIL The next parish council meeting is Tuesday August 9th at 6:30 pm. 

Hours Schedule 
 August September October 

    7 Angelo   4 Alexander   2 Alexander 
 14 Lucy 11 Lucy   9 Lucy 
 21 No Hours 18 Angelo 16 Angelo 
 28 Calvin 25 Calvin 23 Calvin 
       L   3  30 Alexander 

If you are unable to make your assigned  
reading date, please find a replacement. 

Reader Schedule 
 August    September October 

   7 Alexander   4 Angelo   2 Angelo 
 14 Angelo 11 Alexander   9 Alexander 
 21 Kathy 18 Kathy 16 Kathy 
 28 Ruth 25 Ruth 23 Ruth 
     30 Angelo 

If you are unable to make your assigned  
reading date, please find a replacement. 

mailto:stnicholasburtonmi@gmail.com


4 
 

 

PAN-ORTHODOX SERVICES 
 

Pan-Orthodox Liturgy for Tranfiguration - August 6th, 10 am @ St. GeorgeChurch 
 

Pan-Orthodox Vespers for the Dormition of the Theotokos August 14th, 6 pm @ Assumption Church 
 

Pan-Orthodox Liturgy for the Dormition of the Theotokos August 15th, 10 am @ Assumption Church 
 

 
SHRINE FEAST OUTDOOR LITURGY & PARISH PICNIC Sunday, August 21. The menu for lunch is 
lamb/chicken, rice, coleslaw, vegetable, & bread. Please bring a dessert to pass. Tickets, which are 
available now are $18 adult & $9 children. Please purchase them from Sharon Jernigan by the 14th to 
ensure there is enough food for everyone. Volunteers are needed Saturday, August 20 after Vespers to set 
up the pavilion for the Liturgy! Volunteers are needed to break-down the pavilion after Liturgy on 
Sunday!  
 
FLOWERS FOR THE SHRINE FEAST If you would like to donate toward the cost of the flower blanket 
for the celebration of the Theotokos on August 21st, please contact the office or put your donation in the 
offering plate. The cost is $70.  
 
CLASSIC CAR SHOW in our church parking lot on Sunday, August, 28th  from 3-6 pm. Hotdogs will be 
provided. 
 
PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE  Parish council held its regular monthly meeting on Tuesday, July 12 at 
6:30 pm.  The secretary's computer will be updated because of its age and lack of memory which affects 
its performance.  Because of the complications from COVID,  Father Matthew has been given the 
blessing by Archbishop Alexander not to attend the All-American Council in Baltimore July 17-22. 
Building and grounds - God bless everyone who helped in the outdoor clean-up to spruce up the 
grounds.  Phil Wiles took care of the weeds on the north side.  Seam cracks are developing in the asphalt, 
we will need to buy the seam crack filler and apply it.  The courtyard needs new stone, a little larger than 
the ones we have now (not pea gravel).  Air filters in the air handler and air conditioning unit were 
replaced (16 filters). Trim boards on the garage needs to be caulked, primed, and painted. 
The new icon shrine of the Mother of God in the courtyard in memory of Lawrence and Mildred 
Bladecki will be prepared for installation in August to be blessed on August 21 at the outdoor Liturgy. 
The icon of St Euphrosynos the Cook, in memory of Aspasia Stathopoulos, will be mounted in a case and 
installed in the kitchen. 

 Rummage sale will be held in September - set-up on Wednesday, Wednesday, September 7 & 
Thursday, September 8.  Sale on Friday, September 9 and Saturday, September 10.  Please see Lucy 
Hogg to volunteer to help with the rummage sale.  (The large classroom cannot be used for storage as 
it will be used for church school which begins September 11). 

 Parish Picnic on Sunday, August 21 - $18 for adults, $9 for children: lamb or chicken, rice, beans, 
coleslaw, bread.  Please bring desserts to share.  A sign-up sheet for desserts will be in the fellowship 
hall.  Tickets will be on sale beginning today, July 17. 

 

CHURCH SCHOOL will have an organizational meeting in August.  Class begins Sunday, September 11. 
 The curriculum is pre-set so no lessons plans need to be prepared. We need volunteers, even one Sunday 
a month, to help teach. We are aiming for a rotating schedule of four teachers.  
at smmocafenton@gmail.com or 810-750-1401 
 
 

mailto:smmocafenton@gmail.com


5 
 

 
VACATION CHURCH SCHOOL Saint Mary Magdalene Church we will take on a modified version of 
Vacation Church School for this summer.  It will be a one day event, Saturday, August 27th, at Groveland 
Oaks Campgrounds in Holly. The topic will be on the Cross, and registration starts at 10 am ending at 5 
pm with a Pan Orthodox Great Vespers in the pavilion.  Lunch (in the form of cooking their own hotdogs 
on a stick) will be provided, as well as smores/snacks for all after Vespers.  
  +Each Child needs their own registration form 
  +There is NO FEE to attend VCS. Free will offerings will be accepted to help offset the cost. There is an      
entrance fee into Groveland Oaks Campground. VCS will be paying this entrance fee for 1 vehicle per       
family. 
 +There is a rough outline of the itinerary on the attached flyer. 
As always if anyone would like to volunteer as staff or helpers anyone over the age of 12 is welcome to 
come work! Have them contact the parish office at (810) 750-1401. 
 
19TH ANNUAL ELIAS D. CHINONIS GOLF CLASSIC August 22nd at Pine Knob Golf Course. This golf 
outing is being coordinated by Assumption & you can direct any questions to John Kaloydis at 810-922-
2047 or jekaloydis@comcast.net. Look at the flyer for details. 

 

UKRAINIAN REFUGEE Anyone who wishes to support International Orthodox Christian Charity’s 
(IOCC) humanitarian response to the Ukraine crisis is asked to pray for all those affected and the people 
serving them, to share what IOCC is doing in order to spread the word, and to give as they are able 
financially. Please visit iocc.org/ukraine22 or call 877.803.4622 to make a donation. 
 
MAKE YOUR FAITHFUL GIVING EASY AND CONVENIENT WITH GIVELIFY  
Go to the website and on the home page click on the box Give now with Givelify which will walk you 
through the donation process; this is a secure site. (2.9% + $0.30 of your donation goes to Givelify as a 
fee). If you do not wish to donate online, you may write a check to St. Nicholas Orthodox Church and 
send it to the parish address: 2143 S Center Rd, Burton, MI 48519.  
 

OUR CHARITY MINISTRIES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

                        Baptisms August 7 will be the baptism of Beckham Andrew and Bennett Ashton. 

                        Receptions Barry Andrew Cavett and Philip Wiles will be received in the Church in August. 

                        Wedding of Goran Giuricici and Tiffany Mosier will take place on Saturday, August 27. 

   

       HOPE IN A BOX 
  Aug Razors, Shaving Cream & Lotion 

  Sept Bar & Hand Soap 

  Oct Toothpaste, Toothbrushes and Socks 

August 
Coffee Social Volunteers & Sponsors 

   7  

 14  

 21 Picnic 

 28  

NORTH END SOUP KITCHEN we serve on Thursday, August 4 from 9 to 12:30 pm. 
 

FOOD DRIVE Place non-perishable food items in the other blue box in the hall. 
 

CENTER OF HOPE  For more information call 810-265-7025. Donations can be dropped off Mon-Fri 
9:30-3:30 at 812 Root St, Flint. 
 

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=st+mary+magdalene+orthodox+church+fenton+mi&oq=st+mary+magdalene+orthodox+church+fe&aqs=chrome.0.0j69i57j69i64.13078j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
mailto:jekaloydis@comcast.net
https://support.iocc.org/site/Donation2;jsessionid=00000000.app30124b?df_id=7543&mfc_pref=T&7543.donation=form1&NONCE_TOKEN=05245C7685D0FB907A3309557B81ACDD
http://www.saintnicholasburton.org/
https://www.givelify.com/givenow/1.0/Mzc5MTg=/selection
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES, & NAMESDAYS 

DAILY INTERCESSION FOR OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND  

VISITATION TO THE SICK If you would like Fr. Matthew to make a visit to home, hospital, or 
nursing home, please contact the office 810-744-0070. 
 

DAILY INTERCESSION FOR OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND  
The following are our brothers and sisters of St. Nicholas who are currently homebound, suffering 
from chronic illness, in recovery or in need of special prayers. Please remember them in your prayers 
and reach out to them with a card, a phone call or a visit! Please call the office to schedule a visit for 
Holy Communion. 

Deacon John Bocek Paul Ellis Nick Karayanis Bill Tadrick 
Linda Branoff Bill Haw Macy Lemmen Wendy Tadrick 
Mary Abu-Aita Mary Karayanis Ron Salhany Dave Vuckovich 
      

To aid in your outreach, here is a listing of the addresses and phone numbers of our Homebound: 

 Paul Ellis 2360 Stonebridge Dr Flint, MI 48532 
 Dorothy Goodman 1481 E Hill Rd, Suite 18 Grand Blanc, MI 48439  (Bella Vita) 
 Dave Vuckovich 9352 Morrish Rd Swartz Creek, MI  48473 
 
  

BIRTHDAYS 

1 Dat Gerzevske 
Julie Conover 
Sophia Todorovsky  

 5 Paul Brayan 
 6 Diana Broadfoot 
 8 Maria Green   
 9 Katelyn Price 
  Steven Spankie 
  Milan (Michael) Stikovich   
12 Janja Beslach 
18 Lisa Pray 
  Tom Krigner 
19 Alexis Liley 
  Fr. Matthew-Peter Butrie 
20 Quinn Gerzevske   
22 Michael Borkovich 
25 Sophia Batzos 
26 Christine Panoff   
27 Katherine Gonser 
  Tom Batzos   
30 Cortney Batzos 
   Lydia Nicoloff  
 

ANNIVERSARIES 

19 Luai & Amani Helal (1993)   
  21 Amir & Rimi Abu-Aita (2015) 
  Bill & Cindy Economou (1992) 
 

 

NAMESDAYS 

    11 Susan Oginsky 
 Susan Popoff 
    15 Donna (Susie) Ford (Theotokos) 

Linda Marie Branoff 
 Maria (Papalazarou) Green 
 Marie Todorovsky 
 Marika Karayanis 
 Marilyn Branoff 
 Mary Abu-Aita 

Mary Batzos 
Mary Kosman 
Mary Anna (Marie Anna) Kilbourne 
May Kokaly 
Sharon Jernigan (Theotokos) 
Sharon George 

    18 Laurie (Florinka) Brock  
    21 Cameron Stevens 

    Dat Gerzevske 
    26 Adriane Grossi (St. Adrian) 
 Natasha Oginsky 
    27 Monica Mitevski  
    30 Archbishop Alexander 
 Alexander Gonser 
 Saśo Pirkovic 

 
  
 
  
 

If your name is missing or has the incorrect 
information in the birthday, anniversary or 
namesday list please call the office: (810) 744-0070 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

  



 
 



 
 

St. Nicholas Orthodox Church 
2143 S. Center Rd.  Burton, MI 48519 

810-744-0070 
stnicholasburtonmi@gmail.com Website: www.saintnicholasburton.org 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  
 

Dormition Fast 
begins 

 

Procession of the 

Cross 
 

Fr. in Toledo 

2   
 

 

 

 
 
 

3        

 

No Divine Liturgy 

No adult ed. 

4               

9am to 12:30 pm 

North End Soup 

Kitchen 

 
Office Closed 

5   

 

6     
TRANSFIGURATION 

10am Pan-Orthodox 

Liturgy @ St. George 

5 pm Vespers 

Confessions 

Moleben at the shrine 

7    9:30 am Hours 

10 am Divine Liturgy 
40 day memorial for 

Stojan Prusac 
Blessing of fruit 
4 pm Baptism of 

Beckham Andrew and 
Bennett Ashton 

8      Fr. in Toledo 9  

 
6:30 pm Parish Council 

10         

 

9:30 am Divine Liturgy 

No adult ed. 

11      

 

 

 
 
 

Office Closed 

12                

 

 

13     

 

5 pm Vespers 

Confessions 

 

14  Forefeast of  Dormition 

 9:30 am Hours 

10 am Divine Liturgy  

Moleben at the shrine 

6 pm Vespers at 

Assumption 

15  DORMITION  

OF THE 
THEOTOKOS 

10 am pan-Orthodox 
Liturgy at 

Assumption Church 
 

16      
 
 
 

17     

 
9:30 am Divine Liturgy 

No adult ed. 

18               

 
 
 
 

Office Closed 

19              

 
 

20    

 

5 pm Vespers  

Confessions 

 Set-up for Shrine Feast 

21  
     Shrine Feast 
      & Picnic 

9:45 am Procession 
with the Iveron Icon 
10 am Divine Liturgy 

22       Fr. in Toledo 

 

Elias D. Chinonis 

Golf Classic 

23 

Leavetaking of 

Dormition 

 

24   
 
 

9:30 am Divine Liturgy 

No adult ed. 

25 

 

 

 
 

Office Closed 

26 

 

27     11 am-4 pm  

Vacation Church School 
 

Marriage of 

Goran Giuricici  

and Tiffany Mosier 

No Vespers 

28   9:30 am Hours 

10 am Divine Liturgy 

3 to 6 pm 

 Classic Car Show 

29 Beheading of  

St. John the Baptist 

 
 

 

 

30  St. Alexander  

Nevsky 

 
Fr. in Toledo 

 

 

31   

 

9:30 am Divine Liturgy 

No adult ed. 

September 1 

New Church Year 

9am to 12:30 pm 

North End Soup 

Kitchen 

Office Closed 

         Fast 
                                  

        Dairy Permitted (no meat) 
 

       Wine & Oil Permitted (no meat) 
 

         Fish Permitted (no other meat) 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5o9Mac8goeE
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