
St. Nicholas Orthodox Church Monthly Newsletter 
Diocese of Toledo-Orthodox Church in America 

2143 S. Center Road – Burton, Michigan 48519 
Served by: Fr. Matthew-Peter Butrie – Protodeacon Kerry Luke Gonser 

Email: stnicholasburtonmi@gmail.com  Facebook: www.facebook.com/stnicholasburton 
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Services: Sunday - 9:30 a.m. Hours    10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
Wednesday- 9:30 am Divine Liturgy   adult education 11:15 am 

Saturday – 5 pm Vespers followed by Confessions 
Holydays: Vespers & Liturgy as announced 

 

“May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you.”  St. Jude 1:1 
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HYMNS TO THE MOTHER OF GOD FROM THE MOLEBEN / PARAKLESIS 
 

To the Theotokos, let us run now most fervently, as sinners and lowly ones, 
let us fall down in repentance, crying from the depths of our soul: 

Lady, come and help us, have compassion upon us; 
hasten now for we are lost in the host of our errors; 

do not turn your servants away, for you alone are a hope to us. 
 

O Theotokos, we shall never be silent. Of your mighty acts, all we the unworthy; 
had you not stood to intercede for us who would have delivered us, 

from the numerous perils? 
Who would have preserved us all until now with our freedom? 

O Lady, we shall not depart from you; for you always save your servants, 
from all tribulation. 

 
All those do you shelter, O Good One, those who in their faith flee unto you, 

with your strong hand, you protect; we who sin have no one else 
who intercedes for us before God, praying endlessly, in ills and all dangers, 

for us who are laden with our many sins and mistakes; 
Mother of our God in the Highest, therefore, we fall down to you, humbly; 

From all the misfortunes, keep your servants safe. 
 

For those in great sorrow you are joy, and for the oppressed, a protection, 
and for the hungry, their food, comfort unto those estranged; 

You are a staff to the blind, visitation of all those sick, 
and to those held by pain shelter and a comforting, and to the orphaned, an aid; 

Mother of our God in the highest, you who are the Spotless One, 
hasten, save your servants from their sin, we ask of you. 

 
Rejoice, Virgin most pure, honored scepter of Christ the King; 

Rejoice, from you the mystical Vine sprouted; 
Rejoice, gate of heaven and unburnt bush; Rejoice, light of the world; 

Rejoice, joy of all; Rejoice, salvation of the faithful; 
Rejoice, protectress and refuge of all Christians; 

Rejoice, O Lady! 
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FROM FATHER’S DESK 
 The Dormition of the Mother of God is the last great feast of the church year which ends on 
August 31.  The new church year which begins on September 1 has as its first great feast the birth of the 
Mother of God on September 8.  The church year, then, begins and ends with her, begins with her birth 
and ends with her falling asleep in death and her resurrection from the dead and ascension to heaven.  
So then, our lives begin and end with hers, we are born with her and we die with her. 

We call her “more honorable than the Cherubim and beyond compare more glorious than the 
Seraphim.”  These are not poetic exaggerations.  We honor her above all the highest ranks of angels and 
all the saints.  Why?  Because she so considered herself as nothing before God that the Son of God was 
born in her heart and so took flesh from her womb to be born of her.  Through her the God-Man lived 
among us and showed us Himself as the way to His Father through the Holy Spirit.  Mary is the new 
Eve, indeed the Mother of Life because she gave birth to Him who is Life, the Son of God who took His 
human flesh from her.  In her, then, we have a powerful advocate to intercede for us before her Son, for 
the prayer of a mother is powerful before the Master. 

 The first Scripture reading at the Vespers of her feast tells of Jacob’s dream of a ladder extending 
from earth to heaven with the angels of God ascending and descending upon it.  When he awoke Jacob 
said this place “is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven!”  We call Mary, the 
Mother of God, these very titles “House of God” and “Gate of Heaven” as she is the ladder connecting 
earth and heaven, the ladder by which the Son of God descended to earth, took flesh from her and was 
born of her. 
 In the first hymn of the Vespers we sing, “O the marvelous wonder! The source of Life is laid in a 
grave, and the tomb becomes a ladder to heaven.”  Now her tomb is called “a ladder”, a ladder leading 
from earth to heaven, because when St Thomas arrived on the third day after her burial, the apostles 
opened the stone at the entrance to her tomb and found that her “body had disappeared and that only 
the shroud remained, empty and keeping the shape of the body.”  So by this the apostles learned of the 
resurrection of the Mother of God and “the ascension of her body, united again with her soul, above the 
skies in the close company of her Son, to be our representative and advocate before God.” 

“Mary, ‘daughter of Adam’…having become truly ‘Mother of God’ and ‘Mother of Life’ in giving 
birth to Him who is the Fullness of Life (cf Jn 14:6)…passed through death. But her death was no 
dishonour because death, overcome by Christ, became a ‘lifegiving death’ and the principle of a new 
existence.  As one of the saints put it, God has put death to a different use.  “And the tomb of Mother of 
God at Gethsemane, as well as the Holy Sepulchre of our Lord, are as a ‘bridal chamber’ where the 
wedding feast of incorruptibility is made radiant.” 

We see in her falling asleep in death, in her resurrection and ascension into heaven, that which 
awaits every human.  Her son tells us that “those who have done right will rise to the resurrection of life 
(as did His Mother) but those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment.”  Whether our 
resurrection will be glorious as hers was is up to us and how we live our life in Christ here and now. 

At baptism we were give Christ, whole and entire, Him alive in us.  The rest of our days we can 
spend conforming our life, our interior life, to Christ.  And this will be revealed in the light of the 
divine presence for the light of heaven and the fire of hell are one and the same thing - the presence of 
God.  To those ready to receive Him – light.  To those who won’t have Him – but have to have Him 
anyway because the Apostle Paul says “He will be all in all” – God will be fire.  So whether we want 
God or not – we are going to be in His presence, and the question is “Are we ready for Him?” 

The work of our life is to make our life, our inner life, fitting to the new world, the world to 
come, to prepare ourselves as vessels for the divine presence.  Above all the holy people who have lived 
up to our very day, the Mother of God is one who has glimpsed this new reality – the presence and light 
and splendor of the world to come.  She lived her life such that the Son of God took flesh from her and 
was born of her.  And so she died in Him having lived her life in Him, her Son and God.  Asking her 
intercession before her Son, like her let us conform our lives to His, make our life as His in every way 
through Him so that we live and die as our heavenly Mother did, such that we join her in the light of the 
glory of Christ’s Face where he reigns with the Father and the Spirit forever. 



 

 

 
TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD is celebrated on August 6.  On Mount Tabor Jesus was 
transfigured before Peter, James, and John.  “’He was transfigured,’ Saint John Damascene assures us, 
‘not by assuming what He was not, but in revealing to His disciples what He was, opening their blind 
eyes and making them see.’ Christ opened the eyes of His disciples, and it was with sight transfigured 
by the power of the Holy Spirit that they saw the divine Light indissolubly united to His body. There 
were therefore transformed themselves and it was in prayer that they were able to see and understand 
the change that has taken place in our nature through its union with the Word (St. Gregory 
Palamas)…[The} feast is therefore that of the divinization of our human nature and the participation of 
our corruptible body in those eternal blessings that are beyond nature. Even before accomplishing our 
salvation through His Passion, the Saviour showed that the goal of His Incarnation was precisely to lead 
the whole of mankind to the contemplation of His divine glory.” The Synaxarion by Hieromonk 
Makarios of Simonos Petra, Volume 6, pg 392, 394 
 

DORMITION PILGRIMAGE at Holy Dormition Monastery, Rives Junction, will be open to a smaller 
number of pilgrims, continuing to observe the previous recommendations of the CD regarding wearing 
masks and social distancing, for the protection of the monastics and the prevention of the spread of the 
Delta variant of the COVID-19 virus.  Those who desire to take part in the services on August 15, please 
make a reservation with Mrs. Cristina Irmie 734-968-5565 or email cristina_irmie@hotmail.com  

SATURDAY, AUGUST 14 (streaming only – not open to the public) 
6 pm Vigil of the Feast with Lamentations 
 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 15 (by reservation) 
9 am Akathist, Hours and vesting of the Bishops 
10 am Pontifical Divine Liturgy 
2 pm Holy Unction 

 

PARISH COUNCIL met on July 13th in person in the fellowship hall.  The parish finances continue to 
remain stable.  God bless everyone for their stewardship during this challenging time.  The proceeds 
from the rummage sale has been earmarked for maintenance.  Dennis Jernigan is planning to get 
estimates to put covers on the gutters because of the debris that blocks them several times a year.  This 
will eliminate the need for anyone to go on the roof to do this.  $500 was donated from the charity fund 
for Hieromonk Patrick (Carpenter), a priest of the OCA’s Archdiocese of Pittsburgh, who had both legs 
amputated between fall 2020 and spring 2021.  The painting of the interior of the church and the narthex 
is complete.  The small bell needs work as it is no longer operating.  The rental policy for the pavilion 
will make clear that those who rent it are responsible for the clean-up before and after the rental, as is 
common with rentals at parks.  Parish council meetings are open to for parishioners to attend. 
 

SHRINE FEAST OUTDOOR LITURGY & PARISH PICNIC Sunday, August 22nd. The menu for lunch is 
lamb/chicken, rice, coleslaw, vegetable, bread & dessert. Tickets, which are available now are $15 adult 
& $8 children. Please purchase them from Sharon Jernigan before the 22nd to ensure there is enough 
food for everyone. Volunteers are needed Saturday after Vespers to set up the pavilion for the Liturgy! 
Volunteers are needed to break-down the pavilion after Liturgy on Sunday! 
 

15 YEAR MEMORIAL August 23 will mark fifteen years since the repose of Archpriest Raphael 
Biernacki, rector from 1975 to 1995 and from 2004 until his repose in 2006.  At the outdoor Liturgy on 
August 22 a Trisagion will be served for Fr. Raphael’s repose. 
 

THE PARISH COUNCIL will meet on August 10th @ 6:30 pm. Please call or email the parish office if you 
are unable to attend this meeting. 
 

105th ANNIVERSARY This year is 105 years since the founding of our parish.  God-willing, we will 
celebrate with a visit from Archbishop Alexander in the fall to serve the Divine Liturgy followed by a 
dinner.  Read future bulletins and newsletters for details. 
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MEMORY ETERNAL – CHRIST IS RISEN! DINA SALHAB-TASEVSKA fell asleep in the Lord on 
Monday, July 19.  Christ God, grant her rest among the saints. She is survived by her parents, Kosta and 
Nancy Tasevsky; sister, Annie Tasevska; daughter and son, Jenna and Ryan Salhab; and many aunts, 
uncles and cousins. Dina was buried from church on Saturday, July 24 at Evergreen Cemetery by Swartz 
Funeral Home. Christ God, risen from the dead, grant His handmaiden Dina rest in the light of His Face. 
God sustain her family by His grace.  Please remember Dina in your prayers and her family. Bog da 
prosti! Christos voskrese! Christ is risen! 
 
DORMITION FAST begins on August 1 and continues to August 14.  As is the custom at our parish, the 
Moleben to the Mother of God will be served in her shrine on Sundays after Liturgy beginning on 
August 1 and continuing to August 15.  Take the time to come before her icon at the shrine and ask her 
intercession for your and your family’s needs.  At the conclusion of the service you will be anointed 
with the myrrh from the myrrh-streaming Hawaiian icon of our Lady of Iveron. 
 
CLASSIC CAR SHOW in our church parking lot on Sunday, August, 15th. Hotdogs, hamburgers & pop 
will be provided. 
 
VACATION CHURCH SCHOOL will be held August 17, 18 & 19 and will be hosted by St. Mary 
Magdalene this year. We need people to volunteer – whether you have children participating or not. 
Please let Popadia Lisa know if you would like to volunteer. 
 
FOOD/WATER GIVEAWAY Catholic Charities is giving food & water to the families in the parishes 
that help them. All are welcome! August 22nd from 11 am-1 pm in the parking lot of the Center for Hope 
at 812 Root St. 
 
FLOWERS FOR THE SHRINE FEAST If you would like to donate toward the cost of the flower blanket 
for the celebration of the Theotokos on August 22nd, please contact the office or put your donation in the 
offering plate. The cost is $125.  
 
18th ANNUAL ELIAS D. CHINONIS GOLF CLASSIC August 23rd at Pine Knob Golf Course. This golf 
outing is being coordinated by Assumption & you can direct any questions to John Kaloydis at 810-922-
2047 or jekaloydis@comcast.net. Look at the flyer for details. 
 
LIVESTREAMING EQUIPMENT was generously donated by Arlene Timma in memory of Fr. Andrew 
Nowak, Linda Branoff and the Vuckovich family. 
 
THE PARISH COUNCIL will meet on August 10th @ 6:30 pm. Please call or email the parish office if you 
are unable to attend this meeting. 
 

 

Hours Schedule 
 August September October 

   1 Angelo   5 Angelo   3 Angelo 

   8 Lucy 12 Lucy 10 Lucy 

 15 Alexander 19 Alexander 17 Alexander 

 22 No Hours 26 Calvin 24 Calvin 

 29 Calvin     

If you are unable to make your assigned  
reading date, you must find a replacement. 

Reader Schedule 
 

August September October 
 

  1 Taras   5 Ruth   3 Ruth 
 

  8 Ruth  12 Alexander 10 Alexander 
 

15 Kathy 19 Kathy 17 Kathy 
 

22 Alexander 26 Angelo 24 Angelo 
 

29 Angelo     

If you are unable to make your assigned  
reading date, you must find a replacement. 
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If your name is missing or has the incorrect 
information in the birthday, anniversary or 
namesday list please call the office: (810) 744-0070 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
AUGUST BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES, & NAMESDAYS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

  

 

                                                                      

August Deodorant, Razors and Shaving Cream/Lotion 

September Bar & Hand Soap 

October Toothpaste, Toothbrushes and Socks 

NAMESDAYS 

    11 Susan Oginsky 

 Susan Popoff 

    15 Donna (Susie) Ford (Theotokos) 

Linda Marie Branoff 

 Maria (Papalazarou) Green 

 Marie Todorovsky 

 Marika Karayanis 

 Marilyn Branoff 

 Mary Abu-Aita 

Mary Batzos 

Mary Kosman 

Mary Anna (Marie Anna) Kilbourne 

May Kokaly 

Sharon Jernigan (Theotokos) 

Sharon George 

    18 Laurie (Florinka) Brock  

    21 Cameron Stevens 

    Dat Gerzevske 

    26 Adriane Grossi (St. Adrian) 

 Natasha Oginsky 

    27 Monica Mitevski  

    30 Archbishop Alexander 

 Alexander Gonser 

 Saśo Pirkovic 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

1 Dat Gerzevske 

Julie Conover 

Sophia Todorovsky  

 5 Paul Brayan 

 6 Diana Broadfoot 

 8 Maria Green   

 9 Katelyn Price 

  Steven Spankie 

  Milan (Michael) Stikovich   

12 Janja Beslach 

18 Lisa Pray 

  Tom Krigner 

19 Alexis Liley 

  Fr. Matthew-Peter Butrie 

20 Quinn Gerzevske   

22 Michael Borkovich 

25 Sophia Batzos 

26 Christine Panoff   

27 Katherine Gonser 

  Tom Batzos   

30 Cortney Batzos 

   Lydia Nicoloff  

 
 ANNIVERSARIES           

19 Luai & Amani Helal (1993)   

  21 Amir & Rimi Abu-Aita (2015) 

  Bill & Cindy Economou (1992) 

 

  

 

 

 

CHARITY MINISTRIES 
 

HOPE IN A BOX is collecting Deodorant, Razors and Shaving Cream/Lotion for August. Place the 
items in the Blue Box in the hall. Catholic Charities Community Closet will distribute the items. 
 

FOOD DRIVE Place non-perishable food items in the other blue box in the hall. 
 

NORTH END SOUP KITCHEN We serve Thursday, August 5th from 9 am to 1 pm.  
 

 



 

 

 
PARISH DEVELOPMENT FORUM The video recordings of each session and some of the presentations 
are available online. All of that can be found via this link to the Parish Development Forum 2021 
Google doc folder. This will take you videos and some presentations from the general sessions and the 
track sessions: Personal Spiritual Resilience, Back-to-Better-Parish, Being Fishers of Men. 
 
EDUCATION DAY video at St Vladimir Seminary can be viewed at this link. Archbishop Alexander’s 

talk on the Theophaniea School: the Jewish roots of Orthodox spirituality can be viewed here and Fr. 

Silviu Bunta’s talk on the Old and New Testaments can be viewed here. 
 

CONFESSIONS the sacrament of Confession is offered on Saturdays after Vespers and by appointment.  
Call the parish office 810-744-0070 or e-mail stnicholasburtonmi@gmail.com to make an appointment. 

 
MAKE YOUR FAITHFUL GIVING EASY AND CONVENIENT WITH GIVELIFY  
Go to the website and on the home page click on the box Give now with Givelify which will walk you 
through the donation process; this is a secure site. (2.9% + $0.30 of your donation goes to Givelify as a 
fee). If you do not wish to donate online, you may write a check to St. Nicholas Orthodox Church and 
send it to the parish address: 2143 S Center Rd, Burton, MI 48519. 
 
YOUTUBE CHANNEL subscribe to our YouTube channel Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Burton to 
receive notifications of upcoming livestreams for services. 
 
FACEBOOK PAGE Please visit & follow our parish page: www.facebook.com/stnicholasburton 
 

 
 
 

 
Pan-Orthodox Vespers for Transfiguration August 5th, 6 pm @ St. Mary Magdalene Church 
 
Pan-Orthodox Transfiguration Liturgy August 6th, 10 am @ St. Mary Magdalene Church 
 

Pan-Orthodox Vespers for the Dormition of the Theotokos August 14th, 5 pm @ Assumption Church 

DAILY INTERCESSION FOR OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND  

VISITATION TO THE SICK Presently, Fr. Matthew may bring Communion to those who are at home 
and to some nursing homes.  If you would like to be added to this list, please contact the office.  
 

DAILY INTERCESSION FOR OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND  
The following are our brothers and sisters of St. Nicholas who are currently homebound, suffering 
from chronic illness, in recovery or in need of special prayers. Please remember them in your prayers 
and reach out to them with a card, a phone call or a visit! Please call the office to schedule a visit for 
Holy Communion. 

Deacon John Bocek Gladys Edwards Mary Karayanis Ron Salhany 
Linda Branoff Paul Ellis Nick Karayanis Bill Tadrick 
Mary Abu-Aita Bill Haw Macy Lemmen Wendy Tadrick 
       

To aid in your outreach, here is a listing of the addresses and phone numbers of our Homebound: 

 Gladys Edwards 2 Harbor Dr.   St. Clair, MO 63077 
 Paul Ellis 2360 Stonebridge Dr.   Flint, MI 48532 
  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_NDJIqTBXEOlDr6EadL8qUxGXLhnvFtkBA-SmOIwYuwiv-GsvzxqaADrFozT0oo1dZUqHRm0Bmw84Pm0Ei34V6mfo7NIlOGr7I4q2x0ytbDWQD7gB-C7Z9J9DZAbX75phd0dLe48N1G1qTKKvnJdsY8VRJl8pnNkmgF5VuFCRv5I_nsOhRhYtjLSAwPempvwhAYyWi5GmbLZPLJiJ9Ys6wvpz1Q1qelkvrsbPB1picNcb7mAkBs7Jw==&c=yzu449AOzg7n_yONVzcgsvih0AkxsYu7BQMB25vdm1M7gmxULUTyCQ==&ch=b0Avq7r11985tTDGHmTgFoqtlsDFCKmFri0pKj4pVary9_yKy6-0pA==
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1pDiPOjkfYk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1pDiPOjkfYk&t=900s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1pDiPOjkfYk&t=14976s
mailto:stnicholasburtonmi@gmail.com
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https://www.givelify.com/givenow/1.0/Mzc5MTg=/selection
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC59tV-Re443z-GCoETAUvfA
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  $36.00 Single Space 

               for 6 months 

 

      $50.00 Double Space 

                 for 6 months 

 

     $65.00 Triple Space 

                  for 6 months 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            
 

DO YOU STILL WANT 

TO RECEIVE THIS 

NEWSLETTER? IF NOT 

PLEASE CALL OR 

EMAIL THE OFFICE TO 

BE TAKEN OFF OF THE 

MAILING LIST. 



 

 

St. Nicholas Orthodox Church 
2143 S. Center Rd.  
Burton, MI 48519 

810-744-0070 

stnicholasburtonmi@gmail.com Website: www.saintnicholasburton.org 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  Dormition Fast 
Begins 

Procession of the Cross 

9:30 Hours 
10 am Divine Liturgy 

Moleben at the shrine 

2          
 

3 
 
 

 

4 
 
 

9:30 am Divine Liturgy 

11:15 am adult ed. 

5   

6 pm Pan-Orthodox 

Vespers at St. Mary 

Magdalene 

 

Office Closed 

6      

Transfiguration 

10am Pan-Orthodox 

Liturgy @ 

St. Mary 

7                 

 

5 pm Vespers  

confessions 

8    

 
9:30 Hours 

10 am Divine Liturgy 

Blessing of fruit 

Moleben at the shrine 

9        

Glorification of St 
Herman of Alaska 

 
Fr. in Toledo 

 

10 

 

6:30 pm Parish 

Council  

11 

 

9:30 am Divine Liturgy 

11:15 am adult ed. 

12 

 

 

 

 

Office Closed 

13  
St. Tikhon of Voronezh 

 

 

14  
Forefeast of Dormition 

5 pm Pan-Orthodox 

Vespers @ 

Assumption 

15  Dormition of the 

         Theotokos 

9:30 Hours 
10 am Divine Liturgy 

Moleben at the shrine 

Classic Car Show 

16 

 

17       

 

4:45 pm-7:15 pm 

Church School @ 

St. Mary 

18 

No Divine Liturgy 

No adult education 

4:45 pm-7:15 pm 

Church School @ 

St. Mary 

19 

4:45 pm-7:15 pm 

Church School @ 

St. Mary 

 
Office Closed 

20 

 

 

21 

 

5 pm Vespers  

confessions 

22  Shrine Feast 
      & Picnic 

9:45 am Procession 
with the Iveron Icon 

10 am Divine Liturgy 

23  
Leavetaking of Dormition 

9:30 am Divine Liturgy 

24  
 

 

25                   
 

No Divine Liturgy 

11:15 am adult ed. 

26  
 

 
 
 

Office Closed 

27                  
 

 

28                    
 

5 pm Vespers 

confessions 

29  
Beheading of 

St. John the Baptist 

9:30 Hours 
10 am Divine Liturgy 

 

30     Fr. in Toledo 
 

         
 
 

31      

 

 

Times and events 

are subject to 

change 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

fast 

              dairy & fish permitted (no meat) 

wine & oil permitted (no meat) 

fish permitted (no other meat) 

 

AUGUST 2021 
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