August 2, 2026

St. Nicholas Orthodox Church

Diocese of Toledo - Orthodox Church in America #2143 S. Center Rd, Burton, MI 48519
Served by: Fr. Matthew-Peter Butrie - Rectot, mobile: 810-247-4265 & Protodeacon Kerry Luke Gonser
Website: www.saintnicholasburton.org Church: 810-744-0070 e-mail: stnicholasburtonmi@gmail.com

Welcome! We are honored that you have joined us in our celebration of the Lord’s resurrection this day.

If you are a first-time visitor to our parish, we invite you to sign our guest book in the narthex. If you
have a question, a prayer request, or any need, please speak with Fr. Matthew, Deacon Luke, or with one of
the ushers.

Holy Communion —for Orthodox Christians (those received into the Orthodox Church through
baptism or chrismation), please note that there are specific disciplines regarding receiving Communion —
fasting from midnight (unless you need to take medication) and recent Confession. If you are an Orthodox
Christian from another parish who has prepared in accordance with your discipline, and have a blessing
from your home priest to do so, we invite and encourage you to partake of Holy Communion

For our visitors who are not Orthodox Christian: we welcome you to this celebration of the Divine
Liturgy. Unfortunately we cannot extend to you a general invitation to receive Holy Communion. The
Eucharist is an action of the celebrating community signifying a oneness in faith, life, and worship of our
community. Reception of the Eucharist by Christians not fully united with us would imply a oneness which
does not yet exist, but for which we must all pray. All, however, are welcome to partake of the blessed bread
(antidoron) which will be given when coming forward to receive the final blessing from the priest at the
conclusion of the Liturgy. Again, welcome!

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2, 2026 9th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 8. Translation of the Relics of
the Protomartyr and Archdeacon Stephen from Jerusalem to Constantinople (ca. 428), and the finding of
the Relics of the Righteous Nikodémos, Gamaliel, and Abibas (ca. 428). Blessed Basil of Moscow, Fool-
for-Christ (1552). Holy Fool Basil of Kamen (15th c.). Hieromartyr Stephen, Pope of Rome, and those with
him (257).

TROPARIA

Tone 8 You descended from on high, O Merciful One! You accepted the three day burial to free us from our
sufferings!/ /O Lord, our Life and Resurrection, glory to You!

Tone 4 Your relics have risen from the depths of the earth, / like a treasury for the immortal life of all of
creation. / The Church, rejoicing in the grace that she receives from them, / duteously honors you,
Protomartyr Stephen. / Preserve us from error and heresy by your intercession!

Tone 4 In truth you were revealed to your flock as a rule of faith, a model of meekness, and teacher of
abstinence, so you won the heights by humility, and riches by poverty, O Holy Father Nicholas, intercede
with Christ God to save our souls.

KONTAKION

Tone 7 On the mountain You were transfigured, O Christ God, and Your disciples beheld Your glory as far
as they could see it; so that when they would behold You crucified, they would understand that Your
suffering was voluntary, and would proclaim to the world that You are truly the Radiance of the Father!

The prokeimenon in the eighth tone: Their proclamation has gone out into all the earth; and their
words to the ends of the universe. (Psalm 18:4)
v. The heavens describe the Glory of God, and the firmament proclaims the making of his hands. (Ps. 18:1)
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THE READING IS FROM THE ACTS OF THE HOLY APOSTLES (6:8-15, 7:1-5, 47-60)

In those days, Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and signs among the people. Then there
arose some from what is called the Synagogue of the Freedmen (Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and those from
Cilicia and Asia), disputing with Stephen. And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the Spirit by
which he spoke. Then they secretly induced men to say, “We have heard him speak blasphemous words
against Moses and God.” And they stirred up the people, the elders, and the scribes; and they came upon
him, seized him, and brought him to the council. They also set up false witnesses who said, “This man
does not cease to speak blasphemous words against this holy place and the law; for we have heard him say
that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and change the customs which Moses delivered to us.
And all who sat in the council, looking steadfastly at him, saw his face as the face of an angel. Then the
high priest said, “Are these things so?” And he said, “Brethren and fathers, listen: The God of glory
appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Haran, and said to him,
‘Get out of your country and from your relatives, and come to a land that I will show you.” Then he came
out of the land of the Chaldeans and dwelt in Haran. And from there, when his father was dead, He moved
him to this land in which you now dwell. And God gave him no inheritance in it, not even enough to set
his foot on. But even when Abraham had no child, He promised to give it to him for a possession, and to his
descendants after him. But Solomon built Him a house. However, the Most High does not dwell in
temples made with hands, as the prophet says: Heaven is My throne, And earth is My footstool. What house
will you build for Me? says the LORD, Or what is the place of My rest? Has My hand not made all these
things?” You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears! You always resist the Holy Spirit; as your
fathers did, so do you. Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who
foretold the coming of the Just One, of whom you now have become the betrayers and murderers, who have
received the law by the direction of angels and have not kept it. When they heard these things they were
cut to the heart, and they gnashed at him with their teeth. But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into
heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God, and said, “Look! I see the
heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” Then they cried out with a loud
voice, stopped their ears, and ran at him with one accord; and they cast him out of the city and stoned him.
And the witnesses laid down their clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul. And they stoned
Stephen as he was calling on God and saying, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he knelt down and
cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not charge them with this sin.” And when he had said this, he fell
asleep.

Alleluia, Tone 8
v. Come, let us rejoice in the Lord, raise a great shout to God our savior. (Psalm 94:1)
v. Let us come before his Face in confession, and in psalms let us raise a great shout to him. (Psalm 94:2)

THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW (14:14-22) At that time, as Jesus went ashore he saw a
great throng; and he had compassion on them, and healed their sick. When it was evening, the disciples
came to him and said, “This is a lonely place, and the day is now over; send the crowds away to go into the
villages and buy food for themselves.” Jesus said, “They need not go away; you give them something to
eat.” They said to him, “We have only five loaves here and two fish.” And he said, “Bring them here to me.”
Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass; and taking the five loaves and the two fish he looked
up to heaven, and blessed, and broke and gave the loaves to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the
crowds. And they all ate and were satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of the broken pieces left
over. And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children. Then he made the
disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds.

COMMUNION HYMN
Praise the Lord from the heavens! Praise Him in the highest! Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! (Psalm 148:1)
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CANDLE INTENTIONS FOR THE HEALTH AND BLESSINGS OF
Fr. Don, Fr. Paul, Fr. Anthony, Fr. Robert, Milica, Calvin, Joan, Peggy,
Bob, Angelo, Christine, Irene, Allen, Deborah, Luba, Les, Bosa, Jeanette,
Ted, Kathryn, David, Dennis, Oleg, all the parishioners of St. Nicholas,

my family and friend Joe Tome
Special Intention Joe Tome
Esther Butrie Kubena & special intention her family
Oleg, Andrey, Irina, Vlada, Galina, Nikolay, Kirill, Lev, Nikolay Irina Sivergina
CANDLE INTENTIONS FOR THE BLESSED REPOSE OF
Elaine Gingras Bartlett (April 18, 2026) - Matushka Lisa’s mother her family
Lawrence Gingras (July 28, 2026) - Matushka Lisa’s uncle his family
Adelaida & Feodosiy Irina Sivergina
Seraphim Watson Rebecca & Bruce
Seraphim Watson Chris & Sandra
Taylor

WELCOME to all our friends and visitors and those joining us via our YouTube channel: St Nicholas
Orthodox Church Burton. If at the time of the divine services you cannot access the livestream, please check
out St. Mary Magdalene Church, St George Church or Dormition Monastery.

Aug2 CANDLESTAND: Dennis Goodman HOURS: Barry READER: Katherine
Aug9 CANDLESTAND: Susie Ford HOURS: Lucy READER: Barry

PLEASE JOIN US for our coffee social in the fellowship hall after the Liturgy.

CHARITY PLATE Please be generous in your charitable donations, particularly the charity plate at the end
of the Liturgy to sustain our monthly Meijer gift card ministry ($10 cards) which helps those in need,
especially our neighbors at Lockwood and Burton Place. The charity plate is near the bowl of antidoron you
pass by on your way out of the temple. Or make your charitable donation in your weekly envelope.

QUARTERLY STATEMENTS were emailed on Monday, July 20, 2026 to all members with email addresses
on file. Be sure to check your spam folders! If you would like to receive your statements this way, please
provide your email address to the office. We have also printed hard copies for all donors which are available
in the fellowship hall, as to save money on postage. Please let us know if you have any questions!

SHRINE FEAST & DANCE Sunday, August 16. Dinners are Pre-sale Only. The menu for lunch is
lamb/chicken, rice, coleslaw, vegetable, & dessert. Dinner will be served in the fellowship hall after the
Liturgy in church. Tickets are $20 adult & $10 children 12 & under. Please purchase them from Sharon
Jernigan by August 13. We are looking for donors for the lambs we’ll be cooking! Please consider donating
the cost of a whole lamb or making a partial donation. There is a sign up sheet in the parish hall.

Live Music and Dancing with the Skimos Band who will play from 1 to 5 pm.

SHRINE FEAST LITURGY on Sunday, August 16 will be in the church led by our Archbishop and father
Alexander who will serve simply, not a pontifical Liturgy. The shrine will be open during the picnic and a
short moleben to the Mother of God will be served at the shrine during a band break.

DONATIONS for the coffee social. Please be generous with your offerings for coffee and donuts on
Sundays so that we can cover the cost of both. Previously there was a set cost for a cup of coffee and a
donut. The free-will offerings are not covering the cost for coffee and donuts.

TRAVELING? Find an Orthodox church to attend here: https:/ /orthodoxyinamerica.org/ The Macedonian
Orthodox Church is not yet included in this helpful tool for finding an Orthodox parish to attend while
travelling. If you would like to receive Holy Communion while travelling, Father Matthew advises
contacting the parish priest in advance of your visit.

TITHES during the summer months, please keep up with your financial stewardship as the bills remain
constant even while parishioners travel in summer.

CATECHUMENS Please remember in prayer all sixteen of our catechumens: Calum, Rebekah, Faith, Isla,
Harrison, Nathanael, Scott, Jacob, Willow, John-Paul, Megan, Basil, Randy, Angela, Ryder, William.

LAWN MOWING & PLANT WATERING there are sign-up sheets in the fellowship hall for lawn
mowing and plant watering. We need your help to keep our grounds as beautiful as they are!
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3z4Gp5OYPGhWYOxm-GlVnA
https://orthodoxyinamerica.org/

MEMORY ETERNAL

Kosta Tasevski, husband of Nancy Tasevski, fell asleep in the Lord on Wednesday, July 29. You may read
his obituary HERE. Swartz Funeral Home took care of the funeral arrangements with burial from church at
Evergreen Cemetery on Saturday, August 1. Please remember Kosta in your prayers that he rest in the light
of Christ’s Face. And pray that the same merciful Lord Jesus sustain his family in their grief. Christ is risen!
Bog da prosti! God forgives! Memory eternal!

Lawrence A. Gingras, maternal uncle of Matushka Lisa, fell asleep in the Lord on Tuesday, July 28. You
may read his obituary HERE. His funeral will take place in Pittsfield, Massachusetts on August 4 & 5.
Because of work obligations Matushka Lisa is unable to attend. Father Matthew will attend the funeral.
Please remember Lawrence in your prayers that he rest in the light of Christ’s Face. And pray that the same
merciful Lord Jesus sustain his family in their grief. Christ is risen! God forgives! Memory eternal!

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Today 12:15 pm moleben to the Birthgiver of God at the shrine (no class)
Wednesday, August 5

No Divine Liturgy No catechesis class via Google Meet

Thursday August 6 TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD - fish, wine, and oil permitted

10 am pan-Orthodox Divine Liturgy at Assumption Church
Saturday, August 8

5 pm Vespers followed by Confessions

Sunday, August 9

9:30 am third & sixth hours

10 am Divine Liturgy - please bring grapes and fruit to be blessed

12:15 pm moleben to the Birthgiver of God at the shrine (no class)

Offerings for the week July 26, 2026

Weekly Tithes & Offerings $ 1,118.00 81 persons in attendance on Sunday, July 26
Estimated Average Weekly Expenses $ 4,380.00
$ -3,262.00

This class is THE class for the inquirers,
catechumens, neophytes, and faithful at
St Nicholas Church, Burton from
September 1 to December 18 and
replaces Father Matthew’s in-person
Sunday class and online Wednesday
evening class.

Father Silviu Bunta, a former student of
our Archbishop Alexander and a priest
of our diocese, is offering a four-month
course on old world Orthodoxy with
weekly sessions. Father Silviu grew up
in Romania as an Orthodox Christian
and has valuable insights in our life in
Christ. Sign up

here: https://www.skool.com/old-world-
orthodoxy/about The class is limited to
100 persons. Catechumens and
inquirers: this class is the instructional
class for fall 2026 and replaces our
Sunday in-person class and Wednesday
Google Meet class from September 1 to
December 18. Please sign up! The cost
is $25 per month. If you need financial
assistance, please see me. The flyer

is HERE.
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