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ñBut you, beloved, build yourselves up on your most holy faith; pray in the Holy Spirit; keep yourselves in 

the love of God; wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.ò 

St. Jude 1:20 
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FROM FATHERôS DESK 

Dear faithful and friends of St. Nicholas, 

 This month we will enter on the journey to Pascha that is Great Lent.  On the first Sunday of the month 

we will take leave eating meat until Pascha.  We take leave of meat first as we gradually begin our entry into the 

journey of Great Lent.  By fasting from certain foods we tame our passions.  The saints often write and speak 

about a full stomach being the beginning of all manner of passions.  When weôve gorged ourselves we donôt feel 

like praying.  Rather, having overfilled our stomachs, then the appetites of the passions clamor: lust, laziness, 

greed, envy.  Fasting is meant to be a check against the passions and rather direct us towards God upon Whom 

we depend for everything in our lives. 

 Our fasting from meat is not an end in itself.  Itôs not something on a checklist: ñok, did thatò.  Our 

fasting is a discipline for us.  That in our hunger for certain types of food, we become aware that our food is not 

only material but spiritual.  As Jesus told the devil who tempted Him in the desert, ñôMan shall not live by bread 

alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.ôò (Matthew 4:4)  The devil fasts, doesnôt eat 

meat, but he is opposed to God. 

 St. Paul writes, food doesnôt commend us to God but rather how we care for our neighbor.  Paul says he 

does not have to fast from food offered to idols because he knows the idols are false.  But what about the sister or 

brother who has a weak conscience and sees him not fasting?  They will be troubled, be made to stumble by 

Paulôs freedom.  Our not fasting should not give rise to scandal, to harming our sisters and brothers.  When we 

sin against another we sin against Christ. 

 This is the very reality Jesus teaches us in His explanation of the Last Judgment.  He ascended to be 

seated at the Fatherôs right hand and we profess in the Creed every time we say it that He will return again to 

the earth.  He will come as the judge of the living and the dead.  And Jesusô judgment of each one of us will not 

be His judgment.  He will rather confirm how we have judged ourselves by our care for the stranger, the 

hungry, the thirsty, the naked, the sick, the imprisoned and the person in need of Godôs love, those thirsting for 

the truth in Jesus Christ, those who need the knowledge of God that they may be clothed in virtue. 

 We may not know when the word we speak, the visit we make, the charity we extend is raising someone 

up from the depths of despair, giving them hope again in Godôs goodness in others.  Even if we do not see the 

face of Christ in someone, yet is His image present in the person.  Thatôs what the righteous say at the judgment, 

ñWhen did we see you Lord and help you?ò  As often as we do something for anyone in need, materially and 

spiritually, we are doing it to Jesus.  Those who judge themselves by their deeds also will have failed to see Jesus 

and will have ignored those in need. 

The love we must have for one another, especially for those who are most in need of tenderness and 

mercy, this love is what will judge us worthy to stand at the right hand of the Savior.  And we may never know 

until the judgment what persons to whom we offered a word of comfort, or a morsel of food, or a coat, or visit 

are the ones who were most in need.  Therefore, as St. Augustine says, ñwe must not really pick and choose to 

whom we give alms, because we are unable to sift through peopleôs hearts.ò We are not to judge but to give that 

we may not miss Christ in the person truly in need. 

As members of the Church we can individually and together as a parish help those in need.  We support 

the hungry through the food drive, those in needs of basic necessities through Hope in a Box, and the charity 

plate at the end of Liturgy.  Every fourth Thursday our parish helps serve food and drink to those in need at the 

North End Soup Kitchen.  And on March 12 we will help raise money for The Answer Center for Women, 

assisting pregnant women are struggling.  By offering our love for those in need through a portion of our time 

and talent, we offer our love to Jesus and as those in need have their lives changed for the better, so will we be 

transformed by the very love of Christ we share with those who are in Christôs image. 

Saint John Chrysostom, taking up Jesusô words on the Last Judgment, tells us ñLift up and stretch out 

your hands, not to heaven but to the poor; for if you stretch out your hands to the poor, you have reached the 

summit of heaven. But if you lift up your hands in prayer without sharing with the poor, it is worth nothing ... 

The poor are a greater temple than the sanctuary; this altar, the poor; you can raise up anywhere, on any street, 

and offer the liturgy at any hour.ò  May the prayers we offer in the temple lead us to serve the living temples, 

made in the image of God, in Whom we all may find salvation. 

With love in Christ,  

 

 

 



WALK FOR LIFE   Saturday, March 12 from 9 am to 12 pm there will be a Walk for Life (indoors) at 

Carman-Ainsworth High School.  This walk supports The Answer Center for Women which serves the 

greater Flint and Genesee County area of Michigan helping teens and women who are pregnant find a 

happy, healthy, and Godly solution.  Please help women in need in our area by donating, sponsoring, 

walking or going to cheer our walkers on!  See the flier in this bulletin or speak with Deborah Gonser-

Adams (810 695 2464). 

 

100th ANNIVERSARY HISTORY BOOK  We will produce a special book for our 100
th

 anniversary in 

October.  Ads in the book will be full-color.  Please see the Ad Form in this bulletin.  Submit your ad soon. 

 

DIOCESAN YOUTH RETREAT ï APRIL 1, 2 & 3 at Dormition Monastery.  Cost is $50 per child.  Our 

youth fund will subsidize this retreat for any of our youth to attend.  Make a $10 deposit and, upon 

completion of the retreat, it will be refunded.  Please contact the parish office (810-744-0070) or 

stnicholas1916@att.net as soon as possible.  There are a limited number of spaces for the retreatants. 

 

DIOCESAN ASSESSMENT  You will find in your box of offering envelopes one marked ñDiocesan 

Assessment.ò  Each parish in the Diocese is assessed $35 per pledging adult.  We have been paying this 

directly out of our Sunday offerings, presently $5,320 per year.  If every adult will make the $35 

assessment above and beyond their regular pledge, our parish will save $5,320 per year. 

 

MEDITATIONS  

ñJust like rain nourishes and cultivates seeds, so do church services strengthen the soul in virtues.ò 

St. Ephraim the Syrian 

How to read in Scripture all the admonitions against sin and yet not judge the others: ñWhen reading the 

Holy Scriptures, he who is humble and engaged in spiritual work will apply everything to himself and not 

to someone else.ò St. Mark the Ascetic 

As soon as you look at everyone with compassion, you will understand that it is supposed to be so, that 

everyone is to be regarded with compassion. 

ñWe need to be careful not to harbor any resentment against those who harm us, but rather to pray for 

them with love. Whatever any of our fellow men does, we should never think evil of him. We need always 

to have thoughts of love and always to think good of others. Look at Saint Stephen the first martyr. He 

prayed, óLord, do not hold this sin against themô. We need to do the same.ò  St. Porphyrios 

The sin of rudeness, of grieving others stands even if we are right: Matthew 26:7-13. Of course the 

disciples are right when it comes to all the good that could have been done with the money for the myrrh, 

but you don't tell the poor woman that. She has just done a wonderful gesture of humble love and the 

disciples answer rudely. The Lord is so tender toward her: ñWhy do you grieve her?ò And then, in saying 

ñwhat she has done will be told in memory of her,ò He implicitly tells the disciples that their rudeness will 

go down in history as an example of how not to behave. 

Metropolitan Antony Bloom once explained how during one Liturgy he went out to give the homily and 

said the following: ñYesterday evening a woman with her baby came into the church during services. She 

was wearing pants and no head covering. One of you criticized her. She left. I don't know who criticized 

her, but I hereby order them to pray for her and that baby until the end of their days, so that God will 

save [the woman and her baby]. Because thanks to one of you she might never again come to church.ò He 

turned around and left. That was the whole homily. 
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MONTH NEED OF THE MONTH 
March Feminine Care Products 
April  Deodorant 
May Bar & Hand Soap 

 

   

COMING EVENTS  

Á Meatfare Sunday: March, 6 

Á Cheesefare Sunday:  March, 13 

Á  Palm Sunday Bake Sale:  April, 24 
 

 

 

 

 

ST. CATHERINEôS NEWS As a reminder St. Catherineôs Womenôs League meets on the first Sunday of 

each month during coffee hour. 

¶ Next meeting date: April,  3. There will be no meeting in March. 

Upcoming Events 

¶ Palm Sunday Bake Sale: Sunday, April 5. 
 

The Orthodox Book Club will meet on March, 21 at St. George following Great Compline. 

We will continue in our book, most suitable for Great Lent: Thirty Steps to Heaven (A Layperson's 

Guide to the Ladder of Divine Ascent). For more information please contact Deacon Michael Bassett   

 at frdnmike@gmail.com 

 

MEMORY ETERNAL  +Anne Smith, wife of the late +Carl Smith, mother of Diane Zambito and Nancy 

Laycock fell asleep in the Lord on Sunday, February 14. Viewing and Parastas were held on Thursday, 

February 18 at Swartz Funeral Home. Funeral services were held in church on Friday, February 19 

followed by interment at St. Nicholas Cemetery. May God grant his servant +Anne a blessed repose and rest 

among the saints. 
 

MEMORIAL (SOUL) SATURDAYS from the early times, our Church dedicated Saturday to the souls. It is 

primarily the day of those who have fallen asleep. Christians always took care, with memorial services and 

charitable acts done especially on Saturdays, to stay close to their dead and ask God for their repose and 

salvation. The next Soulsô Saturday is March 5.  A Trisagion will be served on each Soulôs Saturday at 4:45 

pm, prior to Vespers.  Please fill out the enclosed sheet with the names of your departed (first names only) 

and return them to Fr. Matthew as soon as possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Third Hour Schedule 

 March April May 

 6 Reggie 3 Angelo 6 Lucy 
 13 Angelo 10 Lucy 13 Reggie 

 20 Lucy 17 Reggie 20 Angelo 
 27 Reggie 24 Angelo 27 Lucy 

     29 Reggie 

If you are unable to make your assigned  
reading date, you must find a replacement. 

Reader Schedule 
 March April May 

 6 Taras 3 Amir 6 Angelo 
 13 Amir 10 Taras 13 Johnny 

 20 Johnny 17 Kathy 20 Amir 
 27 Kathy 24 Johnny 27 Taras 

     29 Kathy 

If you are unable to make your assigned  
reading date, you must find a replacement. 

             

 
 

The parish council will meet on Tuesday, March 8 at 6:45 pm. 

Please call the parish office if you are unable to attend this meeting. 
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BIRTHDAYS &  ANNIVERSARIES     

BIRTHDAYS  NAMESDAYS  

3 Petro Ahejew  2 Chad Conover 

7  Johnny Kantor  7  Eugene Akkerman 

 Amir Abu -Aita   9 Vivian Binelli  

9    Linda Kilbourne  10 Leonid Rabkina 

14 Megan Krigner  17 Alexis Nedanis 

15 Ryan Broadfoot  20 Svetlana Shchukina 

 John Popoff  23 Lydia Keeler 

 Theodore Wilhelm   Lydia Dorohov 

18 Allison Borkovich     Lydia Nicoloff  

 Lili Brown  25 Angela Bakousidis   

 Jim Grossi        Angelo (Vangel) Panoff 

 Lena Vassiliou   Angelo Popoff 

19 Joseph Oginsky  Angelo Young 

20 Sandra Ahejew  Austin Angelo Selmi 

24 Marie Todorovsky  Evangelos Stavridis 

   26 Gabriel Paul 

ANNIVERSARIES            27 Robert Naumoff 

5 John & Fannie Popoff  Robert Russell 

10 Stojan & Mira Prusac  Robert Steiner 

26 Gregory & Danni Burns 

 

VISITATION TO THE SICK  Fr. Matthew brings Holy Communion to the shut-ins on Mondays.  If you 

would like to be added to this list, please contact the office.  Presently, those receiving weekly visits are: 

Thomka Brayanis, Aspasia Stathopoulos, Helen Ashmun, Fred Oginsky, Gloria Zelenko.  Monthly Fr. 

Matthew visits Larry Bladecki (Bay City) and Peter and Olga Samaras (Caro) and Lydia Keeler (Flushing). 
 

DAILY INTERCESSION F OR OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND   

The following are our brothers and sisters of St. Nicholas who are currently 

homebound, suffering from chronic illness, in recovery or in need of special 

prayers. Please remember them in your prayers and reach out to them with 

a card, a phone call or a visit! Please call the office to schedule a visit for 

Holy Communion. 
 

Josephine Baker Susan Goodman Lydia Keeler  

Larry Bladecki  Jo Ann Havens Macy Lemmen  

John Bocek Bill Haw  Pauline Nenoff Aspasia Stathopoulos 

Anna Branoff Helen Iwanoff Fred Oginsky  Bill Tadrick  

Linda Branoff  Goldie Johnson Ron Salhany Wendy Tadrick 

Thomka Brayanis Nick Karayanis Peter Samaras        Ron Waskerwitz 

Gladys Edwards Mary Karayanis  Olga Samaras Gloria Zelenko  

 

To aid in your outreach, here is a listing of the addresses and phone numbers of our Homebound: 
 

 Larry Bladecki  409 15
th

 Street Bay City, MI 48708 

 Thomka Brayanis 11941 S. Belsay Rd #223B Grand Blanc, MI 48439 

 Gladys Edwards 2 Harbor Dr.  St. Clair, MO 63077 

 Goldie Johnson 310 E. Willard Ave Lansing, MI 48910 

 Lydia Keeler 4104 Squire Hill Dr. Flushing, MI 48433 733-8053 

 Pete & Olga Samaras 75 Roedel Dr. Caro, MI 48723              989-673-0821 

 Aspasia Stathopoulos 4064 Sheraton Dr.  Flint, MI 48532 

 Gloria Zelenko 5370 E. Baldwin Rd. #520 Grand Blanc, MI 48439 



 
 
 
 

 

1. Flowers for the Cross-Third Sunday of Lent -$110.00 

2. Palms-Palm Strips-$70.00 

3. Palms-Fan Palms-$60.00 

4. Flowers for the Cross-Good Friday-$100.00 

5. Flowers for the Priestôs Cross-Pascha-$30.00  - Donated 

6. Priest Ornamented Paschal Candle-$90.00 

7. 2 large ornamented Paschal Candles for the Altar-$90.00 each 

8. 10 large candles for the Holy Grave-$30.00 each 

9. Flowers for the Holy Tomb (Epitaphios)-Market Value 

10. Incense- ½ lb. $30 

                            ½ lb $30 

11. Rose Water-$25.00 

12. Eggs for Pasch (14 dozen)-Market Value 

13. Red Dye for Eggs-30 packets-$50.00 

 

Please contact the parish office at 744-0070 as soon as possible if you would like to donate one of the items 

listed above for Holy week and Pascha 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March Coffee Hour Volunteers  
6 Meatfare Luncheon  

13 Cheesefare Luncheon  

20  

27  

COMMUNITY REWARDS 

KROGER MEIJER  

$51.28 $0.00 

YTD Total: $158.71 YTD Total: $0.00 



M eatfare  Luncheon  
 

March 6 , 201 6 
 

Following the Divine Liturgy  
 

Baked Chicken  
Lasagna  

Antipasto Salad  
Garlic Bread  

Dessert  
Bev erage  

 
 

Everyone is invited to attend!  
 

 
 

 
Cheesefare Sunday  

 

March 13 , 201 6 
 

  Following the Divine Liturgy  
 

Deviled Eggs  
Blintz es 
Pierogi  

Mac nô Cheese 
 

Adults: $10 
 

Children 12 and Under: $5 
 

Ways and Means is asking parishioners for help in preparation, serving set-up  
and clean-up. A sign-up sheet is located in the parish hall. 

 
 

 
 
 

Everyone is invited to attend!  



100th  Anniversary event for March  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Answer Center for Women, 626 Stevens Street, Flint 48502 

810-234-7777 

 

For more information see Deborah Gonser -Adams  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

? 

 

$36.00 Single Space  

for 6 months 

 

 

$50.00 Double 

Space  

for 6 months 

 

 

$65.00 Triple Space 

for 6 months 
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